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A Study on Utilization of Traditional Townhouse
in Kyoto “Kyo-machiya” as Accommodation Facilities :
Focused on the Common Lodging Houses of Inns and Hotels Act

Zhixi WANG, Tomohiko YOSHIDA

Abstract

Kyo-machiya is a symbol of Kyoto's townscapes, historical culture. According to Kyoto City, Kyo-machiya has been
lost at a rate of 2% per year. On the other hand, if the holding of the Tokyo Olympics in 2020 comes closer, the
number of tourists to Kyoto City will increase further. Originally the role of the Kyo-machiya is in residence, and the
function as "house" is considered to be important. However, if the number of people staying in Kyo-machiya
increases, and many foreign tourists experience Kyo-machiya, the Japanese traditional way of living allows them to
know more deeply.

This research aims to clarify the present situation of the facilities that received permission from "Common
Lodging House Operation" of the Inns and Hotels Act, in Kyoto City as the target area because these houses affect
various regulations of New Private Lodging Business Act. According to the findings of the analyses, the present
authors concluded that the investment behaviors of foreign business operators have a positive influence on the
succession and utilization of the residential culture of the Kyo-machiya. If the investment behavior of international
business operators can be more utilized, the conversion to Kyo-machiya would be a solution to the problem of the
lack of financial resources.

For the above objective, the present authors analyze certificates of registered matter of the accommodation
facilities as the Kyo-machiya that are listed through the Inns and Hotels Act. This method clarifies the issues in
terms of the conservation and utilization of Kyo-machiya as real estate property. Thus, the present authors seek to
promote the use of traditional Kyo-machiya in historical urban areas while showing the direction of maintenance and

utilization of the Kyo-machiya.

Keywords: Kyo-machiya; Certificate of Registered Matters; Inns and Hotels Act; Common Lodging House
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