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The Bells that Quietly “Resound” in the Capital:
Regenerations and Exchanges involving the Bells of Dojoji Temple

and Nanbanji Temple

PERE  HR*

Abstract

This paper deals with the regeneration and exchange of two bells which
exist today in Kyoto: the Dojoji Bell at the Myomanji Temple, and the Nanbanji
Bell at the Myoshinji Temple. The Dojoji Bell was forged at the ancient Dojoji
Temple in Wakayama. Having passed through its unique destiny, it currently
stays at the Myomanji Temple in Iwakura. The “Anchin and Kiyohime incident”
is a story involving the Dojoji Bell, destroyed in a fire in the tenth century.
Meanwhile, the Nanbanji Bell was forged to serve as the bell of “Kyoto’s
Nanbanji Temple” (its official name was the Assumption of Mary Church). The
bell was made by Jesuits who promulgated Catholicism in Japan during the
reign of Oda Nobunaga in the sixteenth century. After the disappearance of
Kyoto’s Nanbanji Temple, the bell was moved from place to place until it found
its current home in the Shunkoin within the Myoshinji Temple complex. While
each of these two bells followed their own particular fates, destiny determined

that they would end up in the same Shijo Horikawa district of Kyoto. The bells
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are also linked with narrative tales, and with the spirit of medicine and welfare.
Their persistence and their continued tolling has been enabled by the spirit of
tolerance in Kyoto — its people’s protective reverence for the land, religion, and

holy objects which transcended religious sectarianism.
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