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Borderland Where Outcasts Revive:

Mizorogaike, Ichiharano, Kurama and Kibune in Kyoto
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Abstract

This essay introduces Medieval legends which are situated in the outskirts of
Kyoto to highlight that people visited there to meet or receive the messages of
Buddha, gods, spirits of the deceased, or supernatural creatures. These
legends demonstrate that persons who no longer fit in the values of the capital
might find refuge in the borderland between the capital and the wild. They
speak out their emotions and thoughts to reveal that the values of the capital
oppress them. They are more often women, and are either old, solitary, or
abnormal in talent or in behavior. After the exchanges of their emotions and
thoughts with those who live in the capital, they find consolations or a way out
of their problems by the help of Buddha, god or some supernatural power.
These stories are heavily loaded more with Japanese Medieval folk beliefs than
Buddhism. This essay concludes that in the world of the Medieval legends the
outcasts and the unfit have chances to appeal themselves to the sacred as well
as to the audience of the stories when they are in the marginal areas of the

capital Kyoto, and that these oppressed personas would regain a new life there.
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