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Korea in Kyoto:
International Exchanges as Observed in a Yakiniku Restaurant in

Nishi-no-Kyo
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Abstract

The history of exchanges between Korea and Kyoto dates back to the
seventh century, when the toraijin (people who came to Japan from Korea and
China during this period) settled in Uzumasa and Sagano in Kyoto. More
recently, these exchanges are populated by “oldcomers” who came to Japan
during WW 1II and resided in Japan ever since. These Koreans have become
part of Kyoto's community. More than a few of the “non-chain store-type”
(independently owned) yakiniku (grilled beef) restaurants one sees in Kyoto
are run by these resident Koreans. Presented is the case study of
“Juhachibanya,” a yakiniku restaurant founded more than 80 years ago. Mr. N
(age 93)was granted the ownership of Juhachibanya from a complete stranger,
and has managed Juhachibanya for more than 40 years with the help of his
daughter, H. The years of N's upbringing overlap the lives of other resident
Koreans who have lived in Kyoto. Juhachibanya is frequently visited by both

Japanese and resident Koreans who live nearby; they have formed a small
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community within Nishi no Kyo Kitakoji-machi. This paper narrates the history
of Juhachibanya, the people who gather there, and the community which has
sprung up around the restaurant. This paper sees the restaurant as a
microcosm of the larger history of resident Koreans in Kyoto — at
Juhachibanya one sees the good relationship between Koreans living in Japan
and Japanese, and that creates a community. Koreans have anchored in Japan,

and their history is represented by yakiniku.
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