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The Life and Social Exchanges of Miyayi within the Kitano
Tenmangu Shrine during the Wars of the 16th century:

From the Eirokw Year Four Chronicle
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Abstract

Kitano Tenmangu, located in the northwest portion of Kyoto, is a Shinto
shrine dedicated to Sugawara no Michizane, “the god of learning.” Today, many
people visit the shrine to pay their respects. Built in the tenth century, the
shrine soon became the foundation of the faith of the people as they hoped for
good luck and fortune. In the eleventh century, it entered into a “parent
temple-child shrine” (honmatsu) relationship with Hieizan Enryakuji temple
on Mt. Hiei. Kitano Tenmangu reached its peak in the fourteenth century,
when it expanded its precincts and became the main site for veneration of the
Shoguns (Generalissimos) of the Muromachi Shogunate government. However,
the Onin War (1467-1477) brought division and decline to the Bakufu
government (Shogunate) during the late fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries. The Kitano Matsuri (festival involving the shrine) declined, the
shine buildings were torched during peasant uprisings (tsuchi-ikki), and the

great residential manors declined with the seizure of samurai properties. In
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short, the shrine was caught up in severe political and economic turmoil. This
paper asks how, in those troubled times, the operations of the Kitano shrine
were maintained, and how people affiliated with the shrine live their daily
lives. This paper relies on historical materials found in the Eiroku Year Four
Chronicle (Western year 1561), written by miyaji (shrine officials), who
were the lowest officials supporting the operations of the Kitano shrine. Partial
answers to the above questions are found in the chronicle, and this paper
provides a means of elucidating Kyoto’s unique quality as a site of regeneration

and exchange.
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