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Waves of Exchange and Regeneration:
Kyoto's Cultural Experience from Ancient to Modern Times

Kyoto has a long cultural history and has gone through the waves of political
and economic fluctuations as well as numerous wars. It naturally has had levels
of exchange and regeneration. Kyoto, which is apt to be considered as a
representative of a “Japanese” place, is actually a multicultural city where
foreign cultures and various cultures of Japan have joined and been refined.
Due to its urban functions from ancient times to the present day, there also
have been exchanges between lower and upper classes and interacts of values
of the past and the present. Moreover, as Kyoto has been the religious center
of Japan for over 1000 years, it is a boundary land where spiritually different
levels of time and space interact. One can observe exchanges between the
living world and the world after death at nearby places in this city, while the
real-world vitality is regenerated by its intercommunication with the other
world to which the spirits of our ancestors belong. The purpose of this special
issue is to highlight Kyoto as a place of intercommunication and regeneration
of people and their cultures at different levels. In this special issue, six articles
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are classified into three themes: “Living and Culture,” “Passion and Space-
between,” and “Gaze and (Re-) Creation.” I would like to propose this issue to

assert that the living culture constantly renews itself by the communication
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with tradition. Active exchanges with the outside world and/ or alienated world
become the source of regenerative power for contemporary Kyoto. Kyoto,

thus, represents a “city of resurrection” before it is solely “Japanese.”
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