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From under-commitment to over-commitment:
The evolution of Japan’s security policy since 1995

The author believes Japan’s security policy may have passed the demarcation line between
under-commitment in the past and dangerous over-commitment in 2015 through passing of so-
called security-related laws. He has been suspicious of the past often-repeated warnings by the
post-war pacifists that a wolf named pre-war militarism was reappearing. He neither argues that
collective self-defense is unconstitutional nor that it is grossly dangerous for the peace of Japan.
He instead believes that the evolution of security policy from the law concerning the area
surrounding Japan to the grave situation law (Juyoh Eikyou Jitai Hou) might entrap Japan in an
unnecessary war which might result from a drifting US global security policy. He argues that the
Japanese government should possess the wisdom as well as legal constraints to avoid dangerous

over-commitment.

(NAKATSUJI, Keiji, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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