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A Story Untold: The Special Bond between
Inokichi Kubo and Jokan Chikazumi

Inokichi Kubo was one of the most influential figures in otolaryngology in the early 20th century
in Japan. This is partly due to his many pioneering contributions in the field: first professor of
otolaryngology at Fukuoka Medical College Kyoto Imperial University (former Kyushu
University, School of Medicine), exploration of new surgical procedures and tools in
laryngological treatments, editor of medical research journals, profound influence through his
role as a teacher and mentor to his students, to mention only a few. During his college years, he
also joined a tanka verse club, voicing a need to reform tanka, and led a revolutionary new
tanka movement. Biographical stories about Kubo has been told in many journals and books, but
one thing about him has been remained uncovered until recently; a friendship with his close
colleague Jokan Chikazumi, a Shinshu (True School) Buddhist priest of the Higashi-Honganji
Branch. Kubo and Chikazumi, when they were in college, lived in the same place and helped,
influencing each other.

In this paper, based on letters from Kubo to Chikazumi in Berlin stored on the Archive of
Chikazumi Jokan Research Data Site, some key events in his life during Chikazumi’s absence are
reported in some detail, shedding special light to their bond which encouraged both of them to

lead in each of their professions.

(MIYAKE, Masataka, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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