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Cinematizing KYOTO and Cinematized KYOTO: Conversion
of the KYOTO Image and the Change of the Meanings
of KYOTO for the Cinema Industry

Historically, the Japanese cinema industry originated in KYOTO, and KYOTO was formerly
a center of the Japanese film industry. Above all, UZUMASA in KYOTO where many studios were
set up was known as the Japanese Hollywood. After WW I, film studios in UZUMASA established
a star system like that in Hollywood, focusing on Japanese historical dramas. Especially, TOEI
KYOTO STUDIO in UZUMASA was based on the mass production system, making around 100
movies a year. But with the development of TV broadcasting and decline of historical dramas in
the latter half of the 1960s and 1970s, the audience for movies decreased rapidly. Film studios in
UZUMASA changed the contents of their films to Japanese gangsters (“Yakuza”), porno and so
on. Moreover, they began producing TV dramas and animations. With the revival of the Japanese
cinema industry after 1998, film studios have become able to maintain stable conditions.

Meanwhile, cinematized KYOTO has increased its influence. There are some reasons for
this curious situation. Generally speaking, in previous years, Japanese people imagined KYOTO
as a traditional and sensual city. But after the enactment of Anti-Prostitution Law in 1956, KYOTO
got rid of the aspect of a sensual city. Moreover, after EXPO held in 1970 in Osaka, Japanese
travel agencies developed personal travel plans. Magazines for female readers like anan and non-
no which often featured travel plans for individual female travelers were launched. In this
movement, the image of KYOTO was transformed from a traditional and sensual city to a
mysterious and beautiful city. Previously, in many cases of historical drama, film studios in
KYOTO filmed KYOTO as EDO (the previous name of TOKYO) and other places. So ordinary
audiences didn’t know these historical dramas were filmed in KYOTO. As the image of KYOTO
changed, film studios in KYOTO and TOKYO, mainly in TOKYO, took this chance and started to
feature a cinematized KYOTO.

Now KYOTO has many types of images: “mysterious and fantastic,” “sorrowful but beautiful,”

” « ” «

“free and natural student culture,” “strenuous drama of women in traditional society,” “regional
community of common people,” and “instagrammable city.” KYOTO film studios have to succeed

in catching up with this trend.

(NAKAGAWA, Ryoji, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)

(459) 39





