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On the Misuse of Case Relations in Papers
by Advanced Japanese Language Learners
Yoko Nakashima ™
Abstract

This paper considers the misuse of verbalism found in advanced level Japanese learners
as a misuse that is structurally manifested from the grammar rules formed by learners.
From this point this research analyzes the misuse of case relations involving the case
particle “ga (%) ” seen in the drafts of academic papers.

The results are as follows. 1) The misuse relating to “ga (%) ” and “no (?®) ” should be regarded
as grammatical confusion. It is thought that the knowledge that it may be replaced causes
this confusion. 2) In the misuse between “ga” and “ha (13) ”, there is more misuse of “ha (misuse)
— ga (correct use) ” than “ga—ha”. It could be that are many cases where “ga” is misused
due to carelessness or misunderstanding of “contextual prominence” represented by “ha”. In
addition, there is a possibility that the sentence pattern of “total subject ‘ha’ sub subject ‘ga’
~” may be incorrectly selected. 3) Misuse between “ga” and “wo (%) ” are related to the selection
of the intransitive verb or transitive verb of the predicate and voices. For “ga — wo”, it is thought
that “total subject ‘ha’ sub subject ‘ga’ ~” form may cause grammatical confusion, too. In
addition, its use within an attributive clause may be in the excessive use of “ga” even for the
objective case. 4) The case of “ga—ni (I1Z)” is seen in attributive clauses. As for “ni— ga”, the
misunderstanding concerning the replacement of the particle in the case of the passive form
is considered to be a factor causing confusion.

In this way, it can be judged that misuse is occurring due to the structural factor of the

incorrect application of one of the rules that an advanced learner has mastered.

Keywords:
advanced Japanese language leaner, academic writing, case particle, case relation,

grammatical misuse, grammatical confusion, attributive clause
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