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A Contrastive Study of Auxiliary Verbs in Japanese
and Chinese with a Focus on “-tai” in Japanese and
‘“Xiang,” “Yao,” “Yuan Yi,” and “Ken” in Chinese

Caihong Yang ™
Abstract

The present study seeks to analyze the semantic and syntactic differences between four
types of Chinese auxiliary verbs. Semantically speaking, the verb “yao” expresses a stronger
desire than “xiang.” In contrast, the verbs “yuan yi” and “ken” express the desire or volition of
the subject based on a presupposition. The target of the desire can be negative in nature. The
verbs “yuan yi” and “ken” express “selective will” that the subject uses to accept or reject
external propositions.

The study also analyses the following syntactic differences. (1) Both “xiang” and “yuan yi”
express the notion of breadth, degree, or scale, and can be used together with the adverb “hen.”
On the other hand, “yao” and “ken” do not express the notion of breadth, degree, or scale, and
cannot co-occur with adverbs of degree. (2) The verbs in sentences “Yuan yi qu Bei Jing” and
“Ken qu Bei Jing” express states (static circumstances), and can only be negated by “bu.” The
verbs in sentences “Xiang qu Bei Jing” and “Yao qu Bei Jing” express dynamic circumstances,
and are negated by “mei” if the events they describe take place before the reference time. (3) A
subject-predicate construction can be used after “yuan yi,” but not after “xiang,” “yao,” or “ken.”
This may be attributed to the fact that “yuan yi” can be used to express a desire outside an

”

event, whereas “xiang,” “yao”’, and “ken” can only be used to express a desire inside an event.

(4) In this study, 72% of the data used for the analysis of “ken” contained negative sentences.
Finally, the study examines the use of grammatical person through a contrastive analysis of

Japanese sentences containing “-tai” and Chinese sentences containing “xiang.” In Japanese,

there is a tendency towards “subjective construal,” whereas in Chinese, there is a tendency

towards “objective construal.”
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Japanese-Chinese contrastive study, auxiliary verbs, -tai, xiang, yao, yuan yi, ken
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