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Structures in the Japanese Colonial Period and the Former ‘Military Villages’
as the “Dark-Memory Stores” Becoming the Objects of “the Tourist Gaze”:

A Glimpse of “Tourismscape” in Taiwan (1)
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Abstract

Today, in Taiwan, historical structures are preserved as “historical
monuments” or “cultural assets” that are made into “memory stores” for the
purpose of looking back on Taiwanese history. Factories that have long been
abandoned are renovated and recreated into “Cultural and Creative Parks” and
other similar facilities; in this way, the sites are actively utilized as centers of
new cultural activities or as tourist attractions. Many of these sites include
historical buildings and facilities where there remain traces of the fifty years of
Japanese rule experienced by Taiwan.

After losing the Chinese Civil War in 1949, the government of the Republic of
China joined the people who moved to Taiwan from the continent after WWII.

The Republic of China Armed Forces troops and their families who fled the
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continent settled in these “military villages,” alongside Taiwanese whose
ancestors had lived in Taiwan before KMT related immigration wave there.
These so-called “military villages” had remained invisible, but are gradually
now coming to be “cultural assets” and objects of “ the tourist gaze”.

In Taiwan, structures dating from the period of Japanese occupation would
normally be considered a “negative heritage,” as they are a reminder of
colonial rule. “military villages” are the settlements of the immigrants who
moved to Taiwan from the continent after WWII, and who were connected to
the KMT government that took decisive action to control the “re-colonization”
of Taiwan in place of the Japanese. Thus, these immigrants had be averted to
and lived separate from the people whose ancestors had lived in Taiwan before
the KMT-related immigration wave. However, since the latter half of the 1990s,
and particularly after the year 2000, the relics, facilities, and settlements that
should have been reminders of the “darkness” from the point of view of the
Taiwanese began to be seen as “tolerable” since they represented the
formation of highly-developed diversity in Taiwanese culture, as well as
opportunities to look back upon the history of Taiwan.

In this paper, I will discuss the “multiculturalism” that has been promoted by
the Taiwanese government in order to create and strengthen “Taiwanese
identity” as a concept that may serve the purpose of reunifying its multi-ethnic
society, while democratization that started in the 1980s and simultaneously
raising awareness of the Taiwanese “indigenization” after 1990s. I will
approach this discussion through an analytical reading of the Taiwanese

“tourismscape.”
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