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Re-evaluating process of Japanese student’s study
abroad experiences in China and Korea:
Linguistic capital and studying
in non-English speaking countries

Keiko Kitade ™

Abstract

As English has attained a unique global status, students’ motivation to learn other foreign
or local languages has declined (Ushioda, 2013). Given concern regarding the dominance of
English, political movements are emerging to encourage regional educational partnerships
to learn the languages and cultures of neighboring countries in Europe and Asia. However,
few studies have addressed how participants in such programs find meaning in learning the
language they study. This study focuses on the case of Japanese college student participated
in “Collective Action for Mobility Program of University Students in Asia” (CAMPUS Asia)
program, studying in China, Korea, and Japan with the students from China and Korea.
The question examined is what kinds of motivation and meaning for the experience of
CAMPUS Asia have emerged over the sojourn and post-sojourn period.

Narrative interview data cover the pre- to the post-sojourn period for a Japanese college
student who participated in CAMPUS Asia. The data were collected and analyzed using the
Trajectory Equifinality Modeling (TEM; e.g., Yasuda & Sato, 2012), in which student’s
motivational changes and identity development are visualized along a timeline, to identify
critical points affecting the changes, along with relevant social affordances and constraints.
Interestingly, the most critical changes were observed post-sojourn, when envisioning a
global career, as the student realized the relatively limited “symbolic capital” (Bourdieu,
1977) of the language invested in, compared to English. The findings call for considering
critical ideological factors in policy and curriculum development for education in regional

languages in an age when English acquisition is prioritized.

Keywords:
Study abroad, Non-English speaking countries, Narrative, Trajectory Equifinality Modeling

* Ritsumeikan University, College of Letters & Graduate School of Language Education and Information
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