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Born in 1870, Hata graduated from Tokyo Imperial University in 1899 at the relatively
mature age of 29. With many of his classmates, he entered the higher civil service, in
his case the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce. In 1902 the ministry sent him for
a year of foreign study in the United States. His supervisor encouraged him to visit
the Singer Company and learn of its operations. Hata came away not only enthused at
“the potential of his company to contribute to commerce and friendship between the
United States and Japan” but sufficiently impressed to leave the ministry on October
1903 for a managerial post in Singer’'s Japanese operation. His enthusiasm was
infectious; his wife, Rimuko, introduced above, joined him in the “family” business in

1906 as founding director of the Singer Sewing Academy.
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Toshiyuki Hata’s Life as a Religious Activist and Businessman

Toshiyuki Hata is one of the lesser celebrated men in the Japanese religious history. To
those who know of him as a Buddhist youth activist during Japan’s Meiji Era, it may come as a
surprise to learn that he was also a manager in the Singer Sewing Company who made a
significant contribution to that company’s Japanese operation. Likewise, people familiar with
Hata’s position in the business community may be surprised to learn that he was also a devoted
young Buddhism activist.

One objective of this paper is to merge those two aspects of Toshiyuki Hata in order to
illustrate the full range of his life’s activities, with special attention to how his attitude toward
religion evolved. Recently, there has been a full-fledged discussion of the trans-sectarian, or pan-
Buddhist, movement among Japanese youth in the late 1880s and the 1890s, and Hata is
sometimes referred to in those arguments. The hitherto brief references to his role in Buddhist
reform notwithstanding, I will show that his contribution to the religion was too important to be
discounted and is deserving of more attention.

When Hata attained a managerial post in Singer Japan, he set aside his passion toward
reformation of traditional Buddhism and tried to live a life void of religion. One goal of this paper
is to uncover what led him to try to transform into something of a skeptic of religion. This paper
will also examine Hata’s experience of religious “awakening” (J7].()) which he underwent after the
loss of one of his children, when he began listening to the teachings of his religious soulmate,

Jokan Chikazumi.

(MIYAKE, Masataka, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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