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1. Background and Significance of this Research and Objectives

Due to remarkable economic development, cities in Asian countries have undergone great 
changes, and it has already become difficult to encapsulate the situation within a uniform framework 
such as "developed and developing countries," as in the past. The aim of this project, in addition to 
clarifying the conditions in the diverse cities of Asia, is to accumulate knowledge of urban policy 
research useful for resolving the issues of different cities. While this research is being undertaken, the 
focus will not be on regions of Asia, and the project will attempt to avoid the tendency to narrate 
according to the conventional, polarized argument of "Japan and Asia" by venturing to include 
European and American perspectives.

2. Activities of Project Members and their Roles

(1) Can “Shrinking” be a positive term for future Asian cities?
Yoshida(2017) discusses that land use regulation in Japan is comparatively looser than in 

European countries, and as a result of this looseness, urban areas have expanded in the absence of 
effective methods for controlling the strong demand for development in Japan. Yoshida (2017) 
analyzes such patterns as well as the locations of suburban developments, focusing mainly on 
detached houses in Japanese metropolises, and finally, Yoshida proposes a policy framework for 
enhancing the discussion regarding vacant dwellings and vacant subdivisions in the context of 
“shrinking cities”. Yoshida(2018b) points out that the Japanese administrative strategy for vacant 
dwellings has just started from 2015 and there is no sustainable methodology to define, analyze, and 
fix the number of vacant dwellings. Yoshida(2018a) is seeking a challenging concept of “Smart and 
Shrinking Cities” that makes the term “Shrinking” more positive and future-oriented.
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Ashardiono(2018) argues on the important roles of tea growers and the tea industry in terms of 
the sustainability of long-term land use in rural areas. This gives us rich hints on how to combat 
population decline by the process of branding local specialties like Uji Tea. Tsay(2017) compares the 
legal systems of the Environmental Impact Assessment Laws in Taiwan, the US, and Germany and 
suggests the necessity of introducing civil lawsuits in Japanese environmental law. This finding is also 
informative when we discuss the land-use changes in rural areas.

Kosugi(2018) concludes that we should not discuss residential photovoltaic deployment only 
from the viewpoint of carbon dioxide reduction but also from local socio-economic aspects like civic 
participation, consciousness and activities of residents, neighborhood relations and so on. In this sense, 
Kosugi is supportive of smart technology that can be applied to the “shrinking” process of our society.

(2) Revisions of municipal policies from economic viewpoints in Japan
Mori(2017c) points out that local public expenditure at the municipal level has been occupied by 

public services such as education and welfare and some public goods have characteristics of history, 
culture, monuments, and social ideals as well as non-rivalry and non-excludability. Mori(2017c) 
argues that the orthodox theory needs to be reconstructed according to philosophical perspectives of 
communitarianism with a traditional merit goods concept and it also describes “fostering self-
government”. Mizutani and Hiraoka(2018) analyze the function of local offices of the Prefectural 
Government and argue that municipal governments should promote mutual cooperation to coordinate 
the functions of such local offices. We could understand that these researches are showing a movement 
towards the revision of municipal policies from a financial point of view.

Ishikawa(2017) tries to clarify how a competitive advantage is formed and in what process it 
evolves as a study of business administration. Ishikawa attaches importance to concepts like 
“heterogeneous entrepreneurial judgement” and “capabilities” in the theoretical context of 
entrepreneurship and competitive advantage. On the other hand, Saeki(2017) describes a key strategy 
of local procurement for Japanese auto parts suppliers and discusses the future narrative, and finally 
finds that the most significant index is intraregional procurement as compared to traditional local 
content. These researches show us how entrepreneurship influences regional policies.

Takamura(2017b) examines how Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) are run by community-
based organizations in the U.S. and argues the reason why it is successful for reducing crime rates and 
revitalizing regional economies by referring the Ostrom’s and Harvey’s theory. Takamura also 
discusses the role of law in polycentric governance and the term “polycentric” gives a rich hint to the 
new urban theory in Asian and Japanese cities as well.

(3) Does the rapid change of mobility in Indonesia really mean “Smart”?
In Indonesia, the new vehicle and motorbike taxi services such as Grab, Gojek, and Uber that can 

be ordered through smartphone devices are rapidly expanding both in the urban and suburban areas. 
Hadi and Yoshida(2017) aim to provide a better understanding of the role that motorcycle taxis play in 
urban transportation through the land use approach in the suburban areas of Jakarta. They show that 
the existing conventional motorcycle taxi is unavoidably combined with a deficiency in urban 
transport modes. Even if smart technology is expanding in Indonesia, it doesn’t always mean there is 
enough public transportation. On the other hand, Hadi and Yoshida (2018) also find that the 
dependency on motorcycles among factory workers is higher than the average in the region and closer 
cooperation with municipal transportation policies is needed.
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Wijaya and Ishihara(2018) point out that the stakeholders of rural villages claim that village road 
development is the highest-priority infrastructure in rural areas. Since village development planning 
focuses solely on infrastructure development to support the rural community’s economy, the negative 
impacts of changing land use have not yet been considered in rural development.

(4) Emergence of shrinkage in metropolitan areas of China
Yao and Zheng(2016) analyze annual rice prices during 19th Century with the Error Correction 

Model(ECM) and find the Japanese market was more integrated than in China at both the regional and 
national levels. The findings support the view that a well-integrated market is a cause as well as a 
result of economic growth. They give us the difference between these countries as a precondition.

It is becoming more popular to enjoy gardening activities in suburban areas of Japan and this is 
partly because of the decline in population and the increase in vacant land. In this context, allotment 
gardens are likely to be used as a means of transition from growing cities to sustainable cities. Ye and 
Yoshida(2019) analyze users' behaviors and evaluations of four existing allotment gardens in Beijing. 
According to the analyses, Ye and Yoshida conclude that the users' evaluations about the provision of 
farm tools, seeds, and fertilizers, as well as sanitary facilities have positive impacts on an allotment 
garden's overall evaluation.

Otsuka and Chen(2017) examine the role of women as professional caregivers in the transitional 
period of the policy for the care of the elderly by comparing the relationship between family 
caregivers and professional caregivers in Denmark and China from the perspective of social networks. 
They conclude that, in China, the local communities do not play an important role and the burden on 
the family members of the one-child generation is very severe.

These studies show the new emergence of shrinkage in metropolitan areas of China and we 
should carefully watch and discuss the expansion of such a new phenomenon of developing countries.

3. Result and Perspectives

Through the discussions of the three-year research project “Redefinition of Asian Urban Theory 
through Policy Science” by the Asia-Japan Research Institute of Ritsumeikan University, we have 
identified four main aspects as new phenomena of Asian cities. The key concept of “Shrinking cities in 
Japan” is now reaching its limit for further discussion and facing a shift to the next stage. In the 
context of economics, polycentric governance and mutual local cooperation are needed in shrinking 
cities and it’s important for us to compare and discuss the common features to enhance the competitive 
advantage of the private sector. Indonesia and China are separately entering into new stages of 
urbanization as developing countries and they are experiencing the first step towards shrinking or 
smart cities. The concept(s) of smart and shrinking cities is meaningful in this context and would be 
the core concept of the redefinition of Asian urban theory.
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