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1. Background and Significance of this Research

The modern disciplines of social science were constructed with the fundamental idea of 
“modernization” which was formulated on the basis of the historical experiences of European nations 
in the nineteenth century. Since the mid-twentieth century, the concept of “modernization” has been 
increasingly criticized for its uni-linear perspective of world history. While the recent developments of 
Asian societies urge scholars to adopt a more pluralistic view of modernity, the fundamental grammar 
and conceptual framework of the social sciences is still dominantly Eurocentric, into which the non-
European experiences of modernization do not really fit.

This project attempts to re-define the historiographical foundation of the social sciences in a 
fundamentally more pluralistic and global perspective, connecting two distinct research trends across 
historical studies and social sciences: the trend of global history which emphasized the horizontal 
continuities on a global scale in the human history and the post-human turn in social sciences which 
contextualizes the peculiarly modern idea of the “human” so deeply embedded in the foundation of 
social sciences.

2. Objectives

The objective of this research project is three-fold: to update the historiographical foundation of 
social sciences by redefining the concept of modernity/modernization especially to incorporate the 
historical experiences of Asian societies, to draw implications of the updated historiography for basic 
questions of social sciences, and to provide a new platform of teaching “historical literacy” for social 
scientists, especially by publishing a new textbook of the historiography of world history to be used 
across the disciplines of social science.
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3. Actual Activities

2016
• August 3, Initial Meeting to launch the project
• September 20, Project Meeting for drafting the framework of the textbook
• December 21, Special Workshop on “The Discourse of “Rise of Asia” and history of 

Eurocentersm” with Prof. Shogo Suzuki (Manchester University) as guest speaker

2017
• January 9, Project Meeting for cross reviewing among taskforces and Book Review Workshop on 

The Logic of China (Takashi Okamoto) and An Anthropology of “Hand-to-Mouth” Life (Sayaka 
Ogawa) with Prof. Hiroyuki Ogasawara (Kyushu University) as guest reviewer and Sayaka Ogawa 
as guest discussant

• March 22, Project Meeting for cross reviewing among taskforces and exchanging the spin-off 
researches of project members

• July 28, Book Review Workshop on “Institutionalist Approach to Multiple Modernity” with Prof. 
Carsten Hermann-Pilath (Erfurt University) as special guest speaker, Prof. Shigeki Uno (The 
University of Tokyo) and Dr. Shintaro Tamate (The University of Tokyo) as guest reviewer

• July 29, Special Workshop on “Producing Textbook of the World History” with Prof. Naoki 
Odanaka (Tohoku University) as special speaker

• September 27, Taskforce Meeting for finalizing the framework of Part 2 of the textbook
• November 22, Taskforce Meeting for finalizing the framework of Part 3 of the textbook
• November 23, Project Meeting for reviewing the synopses of chapters of Part 2

2018
• February 6, Special Workshop on “Historiography and Cartography” with Dr. Joseph MacKay 

(Australian National University) as guest speaker and Kazutaka Shimamoto (Kyoto Prefectural 
University) as guest discussant

• March 24, Project Meeting for reviewing the first drafts of chapters of Part 2 and the synopses of 
chapters of Part 3

• May 27, Project Meeting for reviewing the first drafts of chapters of Part 3

2019
• March 10, Final Workshop for reviewing the textbook produced by the project with Prof. Ken Endo 

(Hokkaido University), Prof. Atsushi Shibasaki (Komazawa University), Kota Suetika 
(Ritsumeikan University), Naoki Odanaka (Tohoku University), Ryuto Shimada (The University of 
Tokyo), and Katsuji Nara (Ritsumeikan University) as guest panelists

4. Result and Perspectives

The project successfully produced a textbook on historical literacy for social sciences and 
published it as Historical Literacy in the Age of Post-Globalization with Toyokeizaishinposha 
publishing company. The textbook provides a mapping of historiographical strategies with which to 
unthink the Eurocentirc/teleogical perspectives of modernity, especially through critical analysis of our 
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spatial imagination in world history and the transhistorical concepts used in various disciplines of 
social science. As a textbook, our product should be tested in actual pedagogical use and this project 
should be succeeded by a more comprehensive project of developing the educational program of 
historical literacy for the social sciences. While the textbook has attempted to incorporate multiple 
civilizational contexts in world history, it should also be tested in multiple civilizational contexts when 
actually being used. For this purpose, editions in other languages including English should be 
produced.

Project Members and Roles
The Project is organized into three taskforces, that is “Historiography”, “Asian Studies” and “Meta-theoretical Studies”
• Norihisa YAMASHITA, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University, historical sociology; manager 

of the entire project and the unit leader of the “Historiography” taskforce
• Miwa HIRONO, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University, international relations and Chinese 

foreign relations; unit leader of the “Asian Studies” taskforce
• Wooja KIM, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University, sociology; member of “Asian Studies” 

taskforce
• Takashi OKAMOTO, Faculty of Letters, Kyoto Prefectural University, Chinese history; member of 

“Historiography” taskforce
• Kai KAJITANI, Faculty of Economics, Kobe University, Chinese Economy; member of “Historiography”, “Asian 

Studies”, and “Meta-Theoretical Studies” taskforces
• Masato KARASHIMA, Faculty of International Studies, Kobe University, Japanese history; member of 

“Historiography” taskforce
• Hirokazu TAKIZAWA, Faculty of Economics, Chuo University, Economics; member of “Meta-theoretical 

Studies” taskforce
• Takafumi ISHIKAWA, Faculty of Letters, Teikyo University, American history; member of “Historiography” 

taskforce
• Mie OBA, Faculty of Engineering, Tokyo University of Science, International Relations; member of “Asian 

Studies” taskforce
• Takahiro NAKAJIMA, Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, The University of Tokyo, Chinese philosophy and 

comparative philosophy; member of “Asian Studies” and “Meta-Theoretical Studies” taskforces
• Satoru HASHIMOTO, Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures, University of Maryland, Chinese 

literature and comparative literature; member of “Historiography” taskforce
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Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research “Kakenhi” (C), 2016-18, ¥4.29m, 
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