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Reconsideration of Post-Fordism Controversy:
What is the Contemporary Implications ?

Fumiaki Komatsu *

Abstract

From 1990s to 2000s, Japanese Production System gathers attention as a competitive
edge of Japanese manufacturing industry traces to it, and many scholars had been
discussing its organizing principle and Japanese specific characteristics. Among them, the
main discussion was “Post-Fordism controversy” that Tetsuro Kato and R.Steven dispute
with M.Kenny and R.Florida about not only its competitive edge but its characteristics of
labor exploitation in comparison with Fordism. Especially, it was the pivotal issue why
Japanese workers spontaneously participate in the System in spite of the oppressive labor.

But now 2010s, in Japan, ratio of non-regular employees have been increasing drastically,
despite Japanese Production System function highly by long-term employment, training
system and “Cooperative” corporate union.

Under the circumstances, how are “acceptance” of Japanese workers in Japanese
Production System realized ?

This paper tries to elucidate the issue by analyzing the example of Toyota Motor

Corporation.

Keywords:
Post-Fordism controversy, Japanese Production System, industrial relations, increase of

non-regular employees, Toyota Motor Corporation
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