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UNESCO Geopark network
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Three pillars of Geoparks

. Conservation
° Education

e Sustainable Development
(via ‘geotourism’)



Rt RO
Global Geoparks of China

1

2
3
4
5
6

10

1]
12

LT e
Pl g alion Gaopard (e

[ {IThch bl fn T
Mers | orhuis Grevapar (hangui|

L Y N T

Winfanlar Leopark (Heeran|
L e

Saord Foredd Daeopar (Tuhser|
P I Y B
i it 2 i § Caal el |
EEAN AN RS

AT EgHI e haritone Fe s
¥ o rpogpart |Human

e Bolada b b Fy 1 el

Py g bt Cenpaar s Hp b nay)

B

Sarngifat Ceopark [Hosan|
DL P L
Wl oy bnh o i | R sy |
SErAaNLE IR

Famarey Gpoparh |F upan)
TR AL SRS

Hegien Geopark (inees orgela

WEE AN LR

Arpwn Lok (o Fuian

MLR

13 !..IJI!" i )

< T anhpn Gepogarh [SRaeeiong |

14 T =S cLand P
g et (e
Do, |V |
15 SnA R CEEe - 5
| sy Chisp aell | Geeirepeicinng Hamdn)
16 Ml Wi SRR - M)
F ¥vgstian Garpe et (Deqgeis Fipsday i
17 ROEsE e o ERIT)
Frugpnabus Coimapdih (Hmdbonnigainey |
18 'I-'I“l LA T T
Funasahan, Capopark. (Heras ]
19 MAyE NaN SIS
Lo fantam Dappal | haraga)
20 ETRo WSS
T Dol St bty
21 BEESLE NN
Lisrdiara) Canpiarl (Sahumniing

22 EEe NN

AleE Cepopa [lerer Wongodks|

23 BNl E e e O

Laye-Fengshan Gaeogar® | Guargu)

24 RERMH AN R
Kongale Chaopark (Fupas)



Geotourism one of the key tools for
geoparks development




Geotourism - a contested term

* ‘Geotourism is a form of natural area tourism
that specifically focuses on geology and
landscape. It promotes tourism to geosites and
the conservation of geo-diversity and an
understanding of earth sciences through
appreciation and learning. This is achieved
through in dependent visits to geological features,
use of geo-trails and view points, guided tours,
geo-activities and patronage of geosite visitor
centres’ (Newsome & Dowling, 2010)



Broad reading of geotourism

e Spectrum of geological heritage & diversity

 Not just in terms of what’s visible in geological
column...

e But also regarding ways in which humankind
directed, shaped or influenced by geology &
utilised natural resources



But tourists not clear what geotourism is

Are these visitors all learning Cultural or Geotourists? Or
about the local geology? simply tourists on a hike??




Fieldwork showing contrasting
examples of how geotourism applied
in geoparks




Grube Messel

ZEITUND MESSELWELTEN 3 gsingtvon 10 4 i, Enkass s 5 U
o 211525, urtam L. Do o i e . e 2 bt

s RO et Y FgACh S 18 IR geSvn

]

i b-".
=alh 3

, Geosite & Northern gateway to
e .. Bergstrasse-Odenwald Geopark




Layvers of geology & tourism offer in
Grube Messel
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5 LZeit, Zeitzeugen & Landschaft

» Palaeontology

» Industrial history & heritage

» Technological advances

» Social history & political campaigning
» UNESCO WHS & Geopark

» present day biodiversity




Wide visitor demographic




Hands on experience

Even though WHS — visitor gets opportunity under
supervision to ‘hunt’ for their own fossil finds




Playful & memorable




Economic sustainability
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* Need to increase visitor numbers

% access a spread of tourist categories — provide range of
tours & timings



English Riviera Geopark

Mature tourism
destination

Coast — family holiday
9 million bed nights

21% local population
employed in tourism
sector
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Turn around tourism in decline

Stagnation of image

Drop in spend - whilst other parts of
Devon & SW England increased spend

Decline in duration of stay

Need to revitalise and expand tourism
offer



Organisation of geotourism around
PPP company
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THE ENGLISH RIVIERA

South Devon’s Beautiful Bay

ABOUT THE AREA | ACCOMMODATION | EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT | ATTRACTIONS | ACTIVITIES | CONTACT US | DOWNLOADS Eﬂwg;a Brob\fﬂlf,:’

LANGUAGE iR II - = II ‘ - '. Z i EXT SIZE ,p. ﬂ, A Search Site

ENGLISH RIVIERATOURISM COMPANY

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

N

Home > The English Riviera Tourism Company

%

(—cuwema—  #. The English Riviera Tourism Company

One of the key recommendations of the tourism strategy Turning the Tide for Tourism in Torbay
was for the need for a fresh approach to the management and marketing of the English Riviera.

» Promotional Partners

Programme

» ERTC Board Members

= Contact the ERTC ' Overthe past 12 months extensive consultation has taken place and in October 2010 the
Executive Team | English Riviera Tourism Company (ERTC) will be launched as the official body representing
= ERTC Board Minutes | tourism across Torbay and will take over responsibility from the English Riviera Tourist Board.

» ERTC Industry Update

T B e B e B o The key objective of the ERTC is to unite the Torbay Tourism Industry through the development
ﬁ_{‘-"“ ."IHGATHP'. CHRISTIE and delivery of effective joint promotions and cooperative destination marketing with the aim to
L, - BIRE el | attract new visitors and amest the ongoing overall decline.

" o Murder and hystary
—

The ERTC wil operate as a public/private partnership owned by Torbay Council managed and



ERTC strategy around 5 ‘Attack brands’

e Agatha Christie legacy
e Business tourism
 Events and festivals

e Maritime leisure

* Global geopark status of the English Riviera



Geopark discovery packages

E n g I I S h RI V I e ra Bookmark this website  Share this website  Contact us Home
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GLOBAL GEOPARK

und
LOTTERY FUNDED

TLING ot Discovery The Geopark from Sea to
Other UK Geoparks Packages Plate
About the Geopark We have put together

Dates: Tuesday 31 May;
Thursday 7 July; Thursday 18
August

these packages for you
to experience some of
the best activities

that the Geopark has
to offer, discovering

Explore the Geopark

GeoActive Join Simon Hulstone, Head Chef

Trails just what makes the of the Michelin-starred Elephant
area so special along Restaurant, winner of the Roux
your way ... Scholarship and the only British
chef to win gold at the World Chef Championships, on this culinary
journey. In the moming you will be taken out on a fishing boat to
History and Heritage test your angling skills catching local mackerel. In the afternoon
we will visit The Elephant Restaurant to watch as Simon
Biodiversity ? : : - "
demonstrates cooking technigues and delicious masterpieces using

Our amazing GeoStory

Our GeoSites



Geopark introduced via elements
inside/outside earth sciences

Geopark Explorer

Dates: Friday 3 June;
Wednesday 13 July;
Wednesday 31 August

Explore the English Riviera
Geopark by foot with a guide:
first we will step back 400 million
years at Kents Cavern, Britain’s
oldest prehistoric home, for a
guided tour of these fascinating
caves. Then we will walk to
Torgquay harbour discovering the
geology of Ilsham Valley before
catching a ferry to Brixham
harbour. Back on land we will walk the South West Coast Path to
Berry Head MNational Nature Reserve, home to two well-preserved
Mapoleonic War-era Forts and rare wildlife species. Enjoy lunch
with spectacular panoramic sea views from the headland before a
tour around the site to find out more about its fascinating geology,
seabirds and wildlife. We will return to Kents Cavern at the end of
the day.

Meet: Kents Cavern, Torgquay

Time: B8.45am - 4.30pm

Cost: £35 per person, to include lunch

Booking: Essential on 01803 606035 or book online here

Geopark Thrill Seekers

Dates: Tuesday 31 May;
Saturday 9 July; Wednesday
24 August

If you're In search of an adrenalin
rush there is no better way to
explore our Geopark coast than
through this thrill seekers
adventure! You will experience
Torbay's incredible coastline
through the exhilaration of
coasteering as you are taken on a
thrilling trail by an experienced Instructor. You will find yourself
negotiating rugged coastlines, swimming across inlets, climbing on
some of our spectacular cliffs and for the more adventurous -
taking part in adrenalin fuelled jumps into deep water!

Meet: Anstey’s Cove, Torquay

Time: 10am - 4pm

Cost: £45 per person

Booking: Essential on 01803 606035 or book online here

Additional information: Please bring a packed lunch. Minimum age
12 years. All equipment provided.



Integrate geotourism into mainstream
destination marketing

THE ENGLISH RIVIERA |
South Devon'’s Beautiful Bay ;

ABOUT THE AREA | ACCOMMODATION | EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT | ATTRACTIONS | ACTIVITIES | CONTACT US | DOWNLOADS

Reqpeska Brochure >=

GUAGE IR || -— || ... - O = yextaze A A K FE—

Home = Attractions Torguay, Paignton, Brixham > Explore the English Riviera Global Geopark

[ Quickfind - W : Explore the English Riviera Global Geopark
+ Agatha Christie . An Epic Adventure...400 million years in the making

» Global Geopark 7 5
In 2007 the English Riviera joined an &lite group of 63 places around the world to be designated

%Wﬂ ' with UNESCO Geopark status. The accolade is awarded to areas of outstanding geological,
ﬁﬂ;—k for Fren Spirits ' archaeological, ecological and cultural interest and becomes an invaluable tool for protecting,
: understanding and promoting the region.

» Beaches !

s Gardens and Parks | The status is awarded by UNESCO (United Mations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural

+ Heritage and Culture ' Organisation), and the Global Geopark Network includes some of the most stunning areas of ,

» Mature | natural beauty in the world, encompassing countries as diverse as Australia, Brazil, China, = ok E
+ Family Fun ' Austria, Malaysia and [taly.

* Maritime What makes the English Riviera Geopark so unique is that it is the world's first urban _ - E%ﬁlﬂﬁ




English Riviera

GLOBAL GEOPARK @

Other UK
Geoparks

Wihat is & Geopark

About the Geopark
Explare the Geopark
Discavery Packages
Genkctive

Traits

Our amazing GeaStary
Our GeoSites

Histary and Hestage
Biodiversity

Care for our Geopark
Education

Geopark Management
Geopark Partners
How to get to the Geopark
Wiaitor Information

» OurNews
» Dur Diary of Events
» Fead our Bog!

» Visit cor Picture Gallery

be to our Newslottor

1 the rs e e Gacparks
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Booimark this website  Share this website  Conmactus  Home

Geopark Shetland,
Scotland: walk oo an
ancient ocean ficor, expiore anc
extingt volcano and stroll cross
i in the space of
e way you i
discover some of the most
stunning scenery in the UK and
find o feology has
nfluenced every part of life in

P
Snetand

North West Highlands
Geopark, Scotland: a
3,000 milficn years oid, the far
norh west of Scotiand presents
one of the most ancient
andscapes in Eurnpe. Here you
will find rugged and wonderful
scerery, where the rocks tell
istory of Puge o
forces, oceans, ceserts and

Lochaber Geopark,
Scotland: Lochaber’s unique

Marble Arch Caves
Global Geopark, cross
border Ireland: Located o
the nigged mountainus
uplands and the @

¥ North Pennines ADNB
% and European Geopark,
England: & stunning
tanckcape of open heather
moars and peatands, attractive
daies and hay meadows,
tumibiing rivers and woncerful
woods As well as beind home
to same of the country’s most.
special birds, o als ard
he Narth PEnnines 3izs nes outstanding gesdiversity, incluging

ral deposits and a rich mining hertage.

Larger scales of integration

HERITAGE

Cornwall and West
Devon Mining v

Stonehenge

IN SOUTH WEST ENGLAND Avebury
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Cornwall and Devon Mining ¢
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Jurassic Coast

Stonehenge ¢ j

English Riviera Geopark ¥ '
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North Devon Biosphere ¥




Geotourism in Asia-Pacific region

Do we want or can geoparks
survive with visitors only from
a narrow niche

Significant interest from
indirect geotourists




Direct ‘geotourists’?
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Incidental geotourists?




Tourism incorporating geology

Wider perspectives of Personal stories = memorable

landscape — how humans adapt experience
& utilise




Geotourism in geoparks

RThelFirstiUNESCO: CertifiedWorld[Geopark(in/Japan'y
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A combination:
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physical landscape
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National support & networks
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'JI * Undar the patronage of
[ : UNESCO

Do i i 5th International UNESCO Conference on Geoparks
e in Unzen Volcanic Area Global Geopark
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Meeting Program

Earth Heritage and Sustainable Development
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e i Y N
Unzen Volcanic Area Geopark Promotion Office
Global Geoparks Network [GGN)




Conclusions

Asia-Pacific major
engagement with
geoparks

Multiple adaptations
within core of principles

Narrow niche alone not
enough to sustain

Broad span of packages
gives multi-layers

Visitor satisfaction key
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