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The Shift of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
in the Machinery Industry (1):
Cases of Osaka’s Sewing Machines,

Textile Machineries, and Bicycles
in the 1950s and 1960s

Mikihiro Tanaka™

Abstract **

This paper examines the production system and related products conversion of Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) in Osaka’s sewing machine, textile machinery, and
bicycle industries in the 1950s and 1960s. These industries developed rapidly, shortly after
the Second World War, and many SMEs in urban areas such as Tokyo and Osaka were
engaged in such production.

This research sheds light on the following. First, SMEs in the Osaka’s sewing machine
industry formed a production network called the “assembly system,” which produced the
goods by division of labor and made it easy for SMEs to participate in the production. This
network was created after the war based on pre-existing producers’ relationships in the
industry.

Second, many SMEs in Osaka’s sewing machine, textile machinery, and bicycle industries
also began to produce goods related to automobiles, agricultural and industrial machinery,
household appliances, and the like. Thus, these SMEs became a common ground of
production for various sectors in the machinery industry, supporting its development during

the period of high economic growth.
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