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The Enemy’s Property Management
and Trustee Enterprise
under the Japanese Military Administration
in Southeast Asia

Osamu Nagashima *

Abstract

Japanese army ruled the occupation area of Southeast Asia under the military
administration from 1942 to the end of World war II. They requisitioned factories, mines and
buildings which English Dutch and American enterprises had held. Their properties as
enemy’s property were under the control of Japan military administration. Almost Southeast
area had been under the colonial rule of United Nations before World War II and the
enterprises of United Nations had developed rich resources of their colonies and built
modern factories and agricultural estates. Japanese army requisitioned them and the
enemy’s properties were under the rule of Japanese army as enemy’s properties without
paying serious attention to Convention respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land
which Japan government had ratified. Japanese army trusted enemy’s properties to
Japanese enterprises and the ownership right of United Nation Nationals’ property was
violated by Japanese military administration. Japanese trustee enterprises’ products were
bought by Japanese army at the price which added cost to appropriate profit, multiplying
management capital by 0.09. Japanese trustee management was guaranteed some profit as

long as Japanese military administration was going on.

Keywords:
Accounting control, Administration of enemy’s property, Enemy’s property, Enterprise in
Word War II, Greater Eastasia Co-prosperity Sphere, Military occupation, Southeast military

administration of Japan, Trustee enterprise
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