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Declaration on the Occasion of the Opening of
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

Since the beginning of human history, human beings have attempted to create
their own distinctive cultures and develop civilizations in the various regions of
the world. They have also had to overcome many constraints and obstacles in
order to achieve their goal of living in conditions of freedom,peace and humanity.

The twentieth century was an era of rapid progress and unprecedented advance
in the political, economical and cultural fields, as human activity increasingly took
place on a global scale. Through the experience of the two World Wars, the
United Nations and other international organizations were formed to enhance
cooperation in order to maintain peace and to promote international understanding.

Given that the 21st century will see the emergence of a global society, we firmly
believe that coexistence between mankind and nature, as well as between diverse
cultures, will be indispensable for the peaceful and continued development of the
Asia Pacific region, This is why we are now establishing a university here, to
nurture the young talent and to create a new academic discipline which will help
shape the region’s future.

April 1,2000 therefore marked the birth of the Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University,
based on a vision of freedom,peace and humanity, mutual international understanding,
and the future shape of the Asia Pacific region. The eastablishment of the
University at Jumonjibaru, in Beppu City, has been made possible through the
cooperation of the people of Beppu and Oita Prefecture, together with many
others both within and outside Japan.

Our hope is that it will be a place where the young future leaders from countries
and regions throughout the world will come to study together, live together, and
understand each other’s cultures and ways of life, in pursuit of goals that are
common to all mankind.

The Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University is hereby declared open.
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Entrance Ceremony Speech for Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
Executive President of Ritsumeikan Trust
NAGATA Toyo Omi

On behalf of the Ritsumeikan Trust, I welcome all of you gathered here fromvarious
countries around the world as new Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University students.

An eminent liberalist, Prince SAIONJI Kinmochi established ‘Ritsumeikan’, a
private academy in Kyoto 130 years ago. Since then it has grown into the Ritsumeikan
Academy, composed of 2 junior and 3 senior high schools and now 2 universities.
Ritsumeikan places importance on individuality, and is proud of its international
high standard of education and is recognized as a highly prestigious institution.
This year not only marks the 100*" Anniversary of Ritsumeikan University, but it is
also a turning point as we proceed into the next century.

Today, with the advancement of internationalization, the world is getting smaller.
In order to build a better global society with sustainable development, universities
in the 21°* century should view the world from a broader perspective, not from the
conventional viewpoint of individual nations but expand this view to larger
geographical areas such as Asia, Oceania, North America, and South America.
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University aims to create a new value and manner so that
people of various regions in the world can live in harrﬁony irrespecﬁive of the cultural
backgrounds.

We hope that Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University will become an arena for
intellectual and technical inspiration in order to promote mutual understanding and
to appreciate other cultures, values and traditions. We place high hopes on you,
who will graduate as active leaders in various fields in our global society.

It is important to realize that today, ycu walk through the gates of Ritsumeikan
Asia Pacific University and join the creation of knowledge. Although the acquisition
of knowledge is important, it is more important to have experiences, and the way
you gain experience is crucial. The term experience comes from Latin meaning ‘to
expose oneself to danger’, or ‘to be injured by something’ . Therefore, ‘experience’
is not merely the passing of time, but a continuous effort of self-reformation. In
Japan we say that, even though you may be in physical and emotional pain, it is said
that you may have to face further discord and anguish in order to get better. In
this sense, ‘experience’, or the way one gains experience can be considered ‘wisdomn’ .

‘Wisdom’ is the facility to judge while being exposed to fierce questioning during
encounters with others, and not merely pressing forward to amass knowledge
irrespective of its value.

You will be the workers who will create the 21°° century. The fate of the world
is in your hands. The mission for the Ritsumeikan in this new century will be to
pass on to you the wisdom acquired over 100 years, in the form of ‘Knowledge based
on wisdom’ or ‘Knowledge governed by wisdom’ for the coexistence of mankind, and
mankind and nature.

Ritsumeikan, with the opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, has
attracted world-wide attention and has gained a high reputation as an institution
in the forefront of higher education. Owing to the support and understanding from
Oita Prefecture, Beppu City, and the leaders in the business sector in Japan and
leaders in various fields around the world, we have been able to establish this
university. Even though RitsumeikanAsia Pacific University is a private institution,
its role is public with a global mission and global responsibility. This campus s
located on the island of Kyusyu and although it is distant from the nation’s capital
of Tokyo, its location is significant being the closest gate to Asia. I wish you
all the best with your studies here at APU and hope that together we can achieve

our common goals.



Congratulatory Message
Governor of Oita Prefecture

HIRAMATSU Morihiko

I would like to express my sincere congratulations here at the first
entrance ceremony of Ritsumeikan APU. This ceremony will prove to be
one that should be commemorated.

The upcoming 21st century is said to be “the Asian Era.” Adding to
this, through the One Village, One Product Movement, Oita Prefecture
is actively promoting local diplomacy with many regions in Asia and
throughout the world.

The opening of the Ritsumeikan APU came about through a combination
of Oita Prefectures goal of “symbiosis in Asia” and the Ritsumeikan’s
ideals of “international human resources development in the Asia Pacific
region.” This university will become a focal point in Asia for human
resources development and will have a great benefit for Oita Prefecture
from the viewpoint of young residents and tourism exchange.

Further, with over 3,500 students from both within Japan and from
overseas will be enthusiastically studying over 4 years, Beppu City will
take this chance to become known as an “International Tourism Hot Spring
Studies and Cultural City “ and at the same time I am sure that this
will be of greatly assist the regional revitalization in Oita Prefecture.

As the first students with undoubtedly many expectations, and at
the same time, through guidance from a rich variety of wonderful
international lecturers, I hope that youall not only tackle your studies
enthusiastically, but also become familiar with Oita’s beautiful nature
and climate and at the same time actively interact with not just the
citizens of Beppu but all the citizens of Oita Prefecture.

I earnestly hope that all of you, the new students will prosper and
that the APU will become a university that will face the world with

pride and that will be loved throughout the Qita region.



Congratulatory Message

Beppu City Mayor INOUE Nobuyuki

New students, parents, the Chairman Mr. KAWAMOTO, the President Mr.
SAKAMOTO, Professors, Ladies and Gentlemen: Congratulations of opening APU!

Representing all the citizens of Beppu City, I’d like to express my hearty
congratulations at this celebration and welcome students from Asia Pacific
Region and Europe.

Though Beppu is already a famous and representative hot spring and sight
seeing city in Japan, I have wanted to make Beppu a vivid city suitable for
this time of internaticnalization since I became the mayor of Beppu in 1995,
I hoisted the phrase “the creation of a life sphere where inhabitants and
visitors can brightly shine as a basic idea for building up a new Beppu, and
decided this city’s future vision as “a town of hot spring steam opening
to a future Asia”. :

APU is the core where enables our idea of a new Beppu to be realized,
therefore all the people of Oita prefecture and citizens of Beppu have great
expectations of this university. The school corporation, Ritsumeikan, in its
100th year, reinforces the idea that the historical and social role of
corporations to fulfil in the 2lst century is “international contribution
and in order to achieve that idea it has done a herocic deed which is the
unigque establishment of Asian Pacific University. That wvision, the
international contribution, fitted our future vision soprecisely that Governor
HIRAMATSU and I decided to invite APU to Beppu.

In this university, professors and students dealing with new studies such
as Aslan Pacificology and international management make, I am sure, Beppu the
place of science accumulation and base of cultural dispatch toward the world.
I'd like to say that Beppu would become a second home town for you.

Spending the most impressionable time in your life in Beppu you’ll have
precious experiences and make many memories here. I expect that after you
return home, you’ll show your leadership on economic and . cultural exchange
between your country and Beppu based on the bond what you yourself will make
here. And that will certainly bring vividness to Beppu.

Thus from now on as deep exchanges between you and the citizens of Beppu
continue smoothly, Beppu will become the best international city in the 21st
century we can create an authentic town of hotspring steam opening up to a
future Asia, a true internaticnal tourism and cultural city. I do expect
that will be realized and do believe we can realize it.

I hear Ritsumeikan is the most forward-moving university to cooperate with
regions near by among the universities in Japan. I think that the success of
APU depends on our reply to APU’s considerations toward us. I hope you’ll
tell us your criticisms and suggestions uninhibitedly. I‘1l welcome them
anytime. Thus let us blow new wind all over the world from Beppu, cooperating
with APU and other regions together!

I very much like the words the president Kennedy used at the graduation
ceremony held in American University WashingtonD.C. linking up with Ritsumeikan
University. He said “There are few earthly things more beautiful than a
university. This is a place whezre those who hate ignorance mav strive to know,
where those who perceive truth may strive to make others see”.

I believe this beautiful garden of study is an eternal and precious asset
of Beppu city as well as a wonderful asset of Asia too.

Dear students: please study hard and enjoy your life in Beppu!

Lastly I do thank Chairman KAWAMOTO and others who have contributed to the
establishment of APU, the Ministry of Education, Oita prefectural governor
Mr. HIRAMATSU, Oita Prefecture, Senlor corporate adviser of Asahi Beer
Corporation, Mr. HIGUCHI, Advisory Committee and everyone else involved.

Thank you very much.




Students’ Representative’s Message
OTSUBO Junko
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I chose this RITSUMEIKAN ASIA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY so that I can make the
most out of what I have experienced in the past, and at the same time to learn and
experience more wonderful things.

When [ was still three years old, I moved to England because of my fathers job, and
living there for five years, I moved to Bangkok. Spending eleven years in of my life in
two completely different countries, I came across many different cultures and customs,
and met many different people. I became friends with people who had a completely
different lifestyle from me. Since I was so young, the differences didn’t lead to a culture
shock, but just made me curious why we were eating different food and playing with
different toys. But as I grew up, those little differences were defined as ‘culture’, and in
some cases they lead to misunderstanding, racism, and prejudice. Brought up in a
society with those elements crashing into each other, I started to notice the importance
of trying to understand other cultures, and learned that keeping the thought of wanting
to take in other cultures, then they will welcome you as well. I was able to do that
naturally since I was so young, and I hope to continue to be an person who comprehends
to International relationships, with an International point of view.

I was probably able to keep that hope because [ was brought up in a society with so
many International factors. But coming back to Japan, I discovered that you need to
make an action by yourself to be in International relationship, since it is not so frequent
in the Japanese daily life. ~ To me, this university is a place to make that action, to try
to lead my past experiences to my future dream to work at the United Nations, and
spend a meaningful university life with people from many other countries.

“You never know what is enough, unless you know more than enough”.

William Blake -

Like this quote, I believe this university’s infinite and fascinating possibilities, and
hope to become a student that APU can proudly approve as a role model for the future
as being first graduates of this university.
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AR E / Program of Ceremony

MEE=S BZEE HE ®0HA
Opening Declaration, JIDO Yuji( Vice President)

AFRNM  Entrance Ceremony
B D&t/ Opening Speech
ZE KNS / Singing of the University Song

FERE =& WA N—
APU President’s Speech, President SAKAMOTO Kazuichi

BERE BE EH EBEE
Ritsumeikan President’s Speech, Fresident NAGATA ToyoOmi

RE - RBEEAEA  Introduction of Guests and Executives

s g Ale Tl
Congratulatory Message from Oita Prefectural Governor HIRAMATSU Morihiko

e plpgiE  FE =

Congratulatory Speech Beppu City Mayor INOUE Nobuyuki

2 AR 23R Speech from New Entrance Students’ Representative
1B KB #iF (OTSUBO Junko, first year student)
14 & K= F g v (Hoong Doo—Kyuns, first year student)

EAR D&/ Closing Speech

22|83k Ritsumeikan Trust Song

Akaki Chishio Mune-ni Michi-te
» p % IME fiz &5 T

Wakodo Makoto-no Izumi-o Kumitsu
ENEBHE(ZZE)D REEERLD

Aogeba Hiei Senko-no Midori
MFIEER FHOHED

Fusu Me-ni Kiyoshiya Kamo-no Nagare-no
Ry EHIZELR BB DAL D

Kagami-mo Totoshi Ten-no Meimei
PAEAEEE I EL RO

Miyo Waga Boko Ritsumei Ritsumei
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The Executives in the academic year of 2000

N L f#E / The Ritsumeikan Trust

—

BYA

HBE EH ZE /NAGATA Toyo Omi Executive President of Ritsumerikan Trust
HER JiAs BB /KAWAMOTO Hachiro Chairman, Board of Trustees

¥ & e & RIEMR = /SASAKI Kiyozo Vice President of Ritsumeikan Trust

5 e 8-E /TANAKA Tsuneshichi Vice President of Ritsumeikan Trust
HEHEE BB 6% KOGA Mitsuhide Senior Executive Trustee

BEHLUEBEE XM ERHISAOKA Yasunari Executive Trustee, Academic Affairs
FHEEYEBREE HE #i— INOUE Junichi Executive Trustee Student Affairs
MBHELAEGEE B ER/WAKABAYASHI Hiro'o

Executive Trustee Financial Affairs

HREHEHLEHHEE Al &/ NISHIWAKI Osamu
Executive Trustee Junior High School Education
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WRE T ¥ T KIPEARTE / Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

& WA Hl—/SAKAMOTO Kazuichi President of Ritsumeikan APU

Bk ¥E 8/ JIDO Yuji Vice President of Ritsumeikan APU

BlFE fFRE WE1TO Akira Vice President of Ritsumeikan APU

TV TRPEZEEE 8K #T/SUZUKI Itoko Dean, College of Asia Pacific Studies

TIVTRPBET AT A v MNEHE G B2 /KONDO Takehiko
Dean, College of Asia Pacific Manegement

HEEpk bk fE— NAKAGAMI Kenichi Dean Academic Affairs
FHEEHE KM —fE /KIMURA Kazuaki Dean, Student Affairs

EFEE & JEH  4OKES/HOTTA Makitaro Dean, International Affairs
WweEERt vy —K HHE WIE/JDO Yuji Director, Media Resource Center
SREHBEL VY —FK KIE WiE¥OHASHI Katsuhiro

Director, Center for Modern Language Education

EERE EH Ih,/SAWADA Isao

Director, University Administration and Student Services
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