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Message to the Founding Meeting of the Advisory Committee for Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

I would like to extend my congratulations on the occasion of this founding meeting of the Advisory Committee for Ritsumeikan Asia
Pacific University, under the auspices of Oita Prefecture, Beppu City and Ritsumeikan University. I would also like to pay my respects
and convey my best wishes for the success to the committee members, who come from various circles in and outside Japan and to all
those involved in this project.

In the rapidly approaching 21st century, it is my hope that the world will solve problems that beset global society, and achieve peace
and prosperity for all humanity. The question of Japan’s contribution to international society is an important matter for my government.
As part of our efforts in this direction, we have expanded programs for international students from abroad. It is also my hope that this
new university will contribute to these aims, and help foster an Asia-Pacific age in the 21st century through both high-level research
and education for people from the Asia-Pacific region.

The new university will draw many of its faculty from overseas, and Japanese and overseas students will live and study together,
deepening mutual understanding and developing lasting friendships and bonds. I hope that this university will fulfill its aim of giving
each student a place of education and living, and contribute to the development of the students’ home countries, the Asia-Pacific region
and genuine world peace. It is my deep conviction that Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University will fulfill the high expectations for it from

around the Asia-Pacific region, and win acclaim as a truly international university.

May 23, 1996
Ryutaro Hashimoto

Prime Minister of Japan

Messages for Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

Your most recent initiative, the establishment of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University is laudable, particularly from the
viewpoint of promoting economic and cultural ties with Asian countries through participation of government personnel, the
private sector and the academe. I would like to respond positively to be a member of the Advisory Committee.

Thank you for your great interest in the Philippines and my best wishes for your continued good health and success.

Fidel V. Ramos
President of the Republic of the Philippines



Messages for Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

Your Excellency’s foresight in establishing the proposed University in collaboration with the Ritsumeikan University to
meet the challenges of the 21st century is indeed laudable. I share the view that its establishment at the turn of the century
is timely. It is my hope that it will play a responsible and critical role in nurturing people of talent from Asian countries in
cooperation with the administrative authorities in Asia as well as the business people and the academic staff.

In this regard, I am glad and feel deeply honoured to accept Your Excellency’s invitation to be an Honorary Member of
the Advisory Committee of the proposed University. I will do my best to achieve the objectives and to realise the vision in

establishing the University.

I am also pleased to know that other Honorary Members of the Advisory Committee would include the distinguished Heads
of State/Government of other countries including Indonesia and the Philippines. I am confident that with the presence of
such distinguished personalities together with prominent representatives of the academic, political, financial and cultural
worlds in the Committee, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University will be in good hands.

Yab Dato Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad

Prime Minister of Malaysia

| am pleased to accept your offer to serve as Honorary Advisor
to Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

Ritsumeikan’s objective of promoting International academic collaboration through bringing together academics and
students from across the Asia-Pacific region is both intriguing and compelling. The region encompasses a vast diversity of
cultures, languages and races. Just as nations are now developing an economic association, through APEC, to bridge these
differences, so too must universities bring greater awareness and understanding to this rich, but complex regional diversity.
It is to your considerable credit that Ritsumeikan has set itself what should be a most rewarding goal.

I congratulate you on the formation of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

Jean Chrétien

Prime Minister of Canada
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SIDDHARTH SINGH WISBER LOEIS
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GOVERNOR MAYOR PRESIDENT
OITA PREFECTURE BEPPU CITY THE RITSUMEIKAN TRUST
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SHOICHI AKAZAWA

SENIOR ADVISER
TEPIA FOUNDATION

CHAIRMAN
THE JAPAN-SOUTH PACIFIC
ECONOMY ASSOCIATION

CHAIRMAN
THE PACIFIC SOCIETY

FORMER CHAIRMAN
JAPAN EXTERNAL TRADE ORGA-
NIZATION

TOMIICHI AKIYAMA

SENIOR CORPORATE ADVISOR
SUMITOMO CORPORATION
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CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF
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INC.
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YASUO ARAMAKI

CHAIRMAN
KINDEN CORPORATION
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PRESIDENT
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LTD.
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REPRESENTATIVE DIRECTOR &
CHAIRMAN

TOHOKU ELECTRIC POWER CO.,
INC.

CHAIRMAN

TOHOKU ECONOMIC FEDERA-
TION

MASAAKI ARAI

HONORARY CHAIRMAN
SUMITOMO LIFE INSURANCE
COMPANY

KUNIO ANZAI

PRESIDENT
TOKYO GAS CO, LTD.




MOMOFUKU ANDO

CHAIRMAN & REPRESENTATIVE
DIRECTOR

NISSIN FOOD PRODUCTS CO.,
LTD.

SATOSHI IUE

CHAIRMAN AND CEO
SANYO ELECTRIC CO.LTD.

SEN’ElI IKENOBO

45TH GENERATION IKENOBO
HEADMASTER

CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
IKENOBO SOCIETY OF FLORAL
ART (FOUNDATION)

MASATAKA IDE

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS WEST JAPAN RAIL-
WAY COMPANY

MASAHARU IIZUKA

PRESIDENT
TKC CORPORATION

TSUTOMU IGARASHI

CHAIRMAN
KURIMOTO, LTD.

RITSUO ISOBE

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
AND REPRESENTATIVE DIREC-
TOR

HAKUHODO INCORPORATED

JOSEI ITOH

CHAIRMAN
NIPPON LIFE INSURANCE COM-
PANY

VICE CHAIRMAN
FEDERATION OF ECONOMIC
ORGANIZATIONS
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KOSAKU INABA

CHAIRMAN AND CHIEF EXECU-
TIVE OFFICER
ISHIKAWAJIMA-HARIMA

HEAVY INDUSTRIES CO., LTD.

TAKEO INOKUCHI

PRESIDENT
MITSUI MARINE AND
FIRE INSURANCE CO,, LTD.

JIRO USHIO

CHAIRMAN
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
USHIO INC.

CHAIRMAN
JAPAN ASSOCIATION OF
CORPORATE EXECUTIVES

ZENJI UMEDA

COUNSELLOR
KAWASAKI HEAVY INDUSTRIES,
LTD.

NORIYUKI INOUE

PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECU-
TIVE OFFICER
DAIKIN INDUSTRIES, LTD.

TAKASHI IMAI

REPRESENTATIVE DIRECTOR
AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

NIPPON STEEL CORPORATION

VICE CHAIRMAN

JAPAN FEDERATION OF ECO-
NOMIC ORGANIZATIONS

OSAMU UNO

HONORARY SENIOR ADVISOR
TOYOBO CO, LTD.

SUMIO EDAMURA

ADVISOR
SUMITOMO CORPORATION

ADVISOR
DAIWA INSTITUTE OF RESEA-
RCH

FORMER AMBASSADOR
TO INDONESIA

FORMER AMBASSADOR
TO RUSSIA



NORIO OHGA

CHAIRMAN AND CEO
SONY: CORPORATION

VICE CHAIRMAN

BOARD OF COUNCILLORS,
JAPAN FEDERATION OF ECO-
NOMIC ORGANIZATIONS

MASAHIKO OHKUNI

PRESIDENT
OJI PAPER CO,, LTD.

YOSHIKI PAUL OTAKE

DIRECTOR CHAIRMAN
AFLAC JAPAN

MINORU OHNISHI

CHAIRMAN AND
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
FUJI PHOTO FILM CO,, LTD.

YOSHIO OKAWARA

FORMER AMBASSADOR TO THE
UNITED STATES

ADVISER

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
PRESIDENT

ASSOCIATION FOR PROMOTION OF
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
CHAIRMAN

THE JAPAN AGRICULTURAL
EXCHANGE COUNCIL

PRESIDENT

INSTITUTE  FOR  INTERNATIONAL
POLICY STUDIES

PRESIDENT

THE AMERICA-JAPAN SOCIETY INC.

HIROYUKI OSAWA

SPECIAL CONSULTANT
NATIONAL SPACE DEVELOP-
MENT AGENCY OF JAPAN

FORMER FULL-TIME MEMBER,
THE COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY

FORMER VICE MINISTER
FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOL-
0GY

MASAFUMI OHNISHI

CHAIRMAN
OSAKA GAS CO., LTD

CHAIRMAN
OSAKA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

CHAIRMAN
CONFEDERATION OF

ASIA PACIFIC CHAMBERS OF
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

MASAO OKAZAKI

CHAIRMAN
THE DOWA FIRE & MARINE INS.
CO,, LTD.
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PRESIDENT
COSMO OIL CO,, LTD.

ISAO OKUI

PRESIDENT & CEO
SEKISUI HOUSE, LTD.
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PRESIDENT
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FIRE INSURANCE CO.,, LTD.
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DIRECTOR AND COUNSELOR
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PRESIDENT
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PRESIDENT
NEW NATIONAL THEATRE,
TOKYO

FORMER
VICE MINISTER OF EDUCATION

YUTAKA KUME

COUNSELLOR
NISSAN MOTOR CO., LTD.
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ADVISER
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PRESIDENT AND
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PRESIDENT AND
REPRESENTATIVE DIRECTOR
KEIHAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY
CO,, LTD.
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INSURANCE CO,, LTD.

VICE PRESIDENT
THE JAPAN FEDERATION OF
EMPLOYERS" ASSOCIATIONS
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YASUO GOTO

CHAIRMAN
THE YASUDA FIRE &
MARINE INSURANCE CO., LTD.

KOHEI KOBAYASHI

CHAIRMAN
HANKYU CORPORATION

YOTARO KOBAYASHI

CHAIRMAN AND
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
FUJI XEROX CO,, LTD.

VICE CHAIRMAN

JAPAN ASSOCIATION OF
CORPORATE EXECUTIVES

AKIRA KONDO

PRESIDENT
JAPAN AIRLINES CO., LTD.

KEIICHI KONAGA

PRESIDENT
THE ARABIAN OIL COMPANY,
LTD.

FORMER VICE MINISTER

THE MINISTRY OF INTERNA-
TIONAL TRADE INDUSTRY FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS

VICE PRESIDENT

THE JAPAN FEDERATION OF
EMPLOYERS" ASSOCIATIONS

SHOICHIRO KOBAYASHI

SENIOR ADVISER
THE KANSAI ELECTRIC POWER
CO., INC.

ElICHI KOYAMA

CHAIRMAN
TABAI ESPEC CORP.

KOJI SAITOH

PRESIDENT & C. E. O.
IWATANI INTERNATIONAL COR-
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KOSHIRO SAKATA

CHAIRMAN
MITSUI MUTUAL LIFE INSUR-
ANCE COMPANY

TAKAHIDE SAKURAI

CHAIRMAN
THE DAMCHI MUTUAL LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

KAZUO SANO

CHAIRMAN

REPRESENTATIVE DIRECTOR
ONO PHARMACEUTICAL CO.,,
LTD.

TAKEO SHIINA

CHAIRMAN
IBM JAPAN, LTD.

VICE CHAIRMAN
JAPAN ASSOCIATION OF
CORPORATE EXECUTIVES

TAKASHI SAKAMOTO

PRESIDENT

AND

REPRESENTATIVE DIRECTOR
NIPPON MINING &

METALS CO,, LTD.

FUMIO SATO

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
TOSHIBA CORPORATION

SHIGEO SAWADA

CHAIRRMAN
NIPPON TELEGRAPH AND
TELEPHONE CORPORATION

YOSHIHIKO SHIONO

PRESIDENT
SHIONOGI & CO., LTD.
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AKIHIKO SHINOZAKI

CHAIRMAN
SUMITOMO METAL MINING CO.,
LTD.

YASUO SHINGU

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

SUMITOMO METAL INDUSTRIES,
LTD.

CHAIRMAN
KANSAI ECONOMIC FEDERA-
TION

TADASHI SUZUKI

PRESIDENT

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
DAIICHI PHARMACEUTICAL CO.,
LTD.

NOBUO SUZUKI

PRESIDENT
MARUZEN CO,, LTD.

TAKEO SHUZUI
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SHOWA DENKO K. K.
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SHOICHI TATEMOTO

PRESIDENT
SUMITOMO OSAKA
CEMENT CO,, LTD.

YOSHIMI TANAKA

CHAIRMAN
NICHIMEN CORPORATION

KIMIMASA TARUMIZU
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EXECUTIVE ADVISER
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FIRE INSURANCE CO., LTD.
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CHAIRMAN
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JCB €O, LTD.
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CHAIRMAN
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NIZATION
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CHAIRMAN
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YOSHIHIKO NAKAZATO

PRESIDENT AND
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FUJI ELECTRIC CO,, LTD.

KANNOSUKE NAKAMURA

CHAIRMAN

OF THE BOARD DIRECTORS
KYOWA HAKKO KOGYO CO,
LTD.
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CHAIRMAN
TOKYO ELECTRIC POWER CO.,
INC.

SEIJI HAGIWARA

PRESIDENT
THE YOKOHAMA RUBBER CO.,
LTD.
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FORMER PRESIDENT

THE DAIICHI KANGYO BANK,

LTD.

HIROSHI HAYASAKI

SENIOR ADVISER
SUMITOMO TRUST &
BANKING CO,, LTD.

YOSHIHARU FUKUHARA

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
SHISEIDO CO., LTD.

VICE CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF COUNCILLORS,

JAPAN FEDERATION OF ECO-

NOMIC ORGANIZATIONS

TOMOKICHIRO FUJISAWA
PH. D.

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

FUJISAWA PHARMACEUTICAL

CO,, LTD.

PRESIDENT
NIPPON EXPRESS CO., LTD.

YUSUKE FUKADA

WRITER

YOSHIHIRO FUJII

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
HITACHI ZOSEN CORPORATION

VICE PRESIDENT
THE JAPAN FEDERATION OF
EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATIONS

HIROMICHI FUJITA

PRESIDENT & CE.O.
TOPPAN PRINTING CO,, LTD.




HIROYUKI FUJIMIURA

CHAIRMAN
REPRESENTATIVE DIRECTOR
EBARA CORPORATION

TOMIO FUJIWARA

CHAIRMAN

REPRESENTATIVE DIRECTOR
DAINIPPON PHARMACEUTICAL
CO,, LTD.

MASAHIKO FURUKAWA

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
MITSUBISHI CHEMICAL CORPO-
RATION

VICE CHAIRMAN

JAPAN FEDERATION OF
ECONOMIC ORGANIZATIONS

FUYUHIKO MAKI

SENIOR ADVISER
KOBE STEEL, LTD.

CHAIRMAN
THE KOBE CHAMBAR OF
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

MASAYA FUJIMURA

CHAIRMAN
MITSUBISHI MATERIALS CORPO-
RATION

JUNNOSUKE FURUKAWA

PRESIDENT & CEO
THE FURUKAWA ELECTRIC CO.,
LTD.

KATSUNOSUKE MAEDA

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
TORAY INDUSTRIES, INC.

VICE CHAIRMAN

JAPAN FEDERATION OF
ECONOMIC ORGANIZATIONS

RIKIHIRO MADARAME

CHAIRMAN & C. E. O.
NEMIC-LAMBDA K. K.
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CHAIRMAN
TOMEN CORPORATION

ISAO MATSUHASHI

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
JAPAN TRAVEL BUREAU, INC.

KATSUSHIGE MITA

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
HITACHI, LTD.

KOICHI MINAGUCHI

MASAHARU MATSUSHITA

ADVISOR

NOMURA RESEARCH INSTITUTE,
LTD.

VICE CHAIRMAN & PRESIDENT
JAPAN ASSOCIATION OF CORPO-
RATE EXECUTIVES

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUS-
TRIAL CO,, LTD.

YASUSHI MIENO

FORMER GOVERNOR
BANK OF JAPAN

FUJIO MITARAI

PRESIDENT
CANON INC.

SHIGEKAZU MINO

CHAIRMAN &
REPRESENTATIVE DIRECTOR
KUBOTA CORPORATION

PRESIDENT
THE OSAKA INDUSTRIAL ASSOCI-
ATION



YOSHIHIKO MIYAUCHI

PRESIDENT AND CEO
ORIX CORPORATION

VICE CHAIRMAN
JAPAN ASSOCIATION OF CORPO-
RATE EXECUTIVES

TOSHIO MIYOSHI

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC WORKS,
LTD.

PRESIDENT
KANSAI EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIA-
TION

VICE PRESIDENT

JAPAN FEDERATION OF
EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION

KINJIRO MORI

CHAIRMAN

JAPAN FEDERATION OF
CERTIFIED PUBLIC TAX
ACCOUNTANT'S ASSOCIATIONS

SHIGEO MORIOKA

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
YAMANOUCHI PHARMA-
CEUTICAL CO., LTD.

SHIMPEI MIYAMURA

PRESIDENT
MITSUI MINING &
SMELTING CO,, LTD.

YUZABURO MOGI

PRESIDENT AND
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
KIKKOMAN CORPORATION

VICE CHAIRMAN
JAPAN ASSOCIATION OF
CORPORATE EXECUTIVES

. HIDEO MORI

CHAIRMAN
SUMITOMO CHEMICAL CO., LTD.

KEN MOROI

COUNSELOR & DIRECTOR
CHICHIBU ONODA CEMENT
CORPORATION
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SHINROKU MOROHASHI

SENIOR CORPORATE ADVISER
MITSUBISHI CORPORATION

NOBUO YAMAGUCHI

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
ASAHI CHEMICAL
INDUSTRY CO,, LTD.

YASUKUNI YAMADA

PRESIDENT,

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
ROHTO PHARMACEUTICAL
CO, LTD.

TERUHISA YUASA

CHAIRMAN
YUASA CORPORATION

TOSHIKUNI YAHIRO

SENIOR ADVISER TO THE
BOARD
MITSUI & CO., LTD.

KIKUO YAMADA

SENIOR ADVISER
MITSUBISHI OIL CO., LTD.

TAKUMA YAMAMOTO

CHAIRMAN
EMERITUS
FUJITSU LIMITED

ISAO YONEKURA

COUNSELOR
ITOCHU CORPORATION

VICE CHAIRMAN

BOARD OF COUNCILLORS,
JAPAN FEDERATION OF ECO-
NOMIC ORGANIZATIONS



YASUYUKI WAKAHARA

CHAIRMAN AND

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
ASAHI MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE
Co.

HIROSHI WATANABE

CHAIRMAN
THE SANWA BANK LIMITED
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CHARRMAN ADVISER

DYNIC CORPORATION JAPAN STORAGE BATTERY CO,,
LTD.

PRESIDENT
KYOTO INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIA-
TION

SOJIRO TAKAHASHI

CHAIRMAN
THE SHIGA BANK, LTD.

SHOZ0 SUZUKI

CHAIRMAN
NISSHA PRINTING CO,, LTD.
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YOSHIO TATEISI

PRESIDENT
OMRON CORPORATION

HIRAKAZU NATSUHARA

PRESIDENT
HEIWADO CO., LTD.

MASAO HORIBA PH. D.

CHAIRMAN
HORIBA, LTD.

SUSUMU MICHIHATA

PRESIDENT
THE KYOTO CHUO SHINKIN
BANK

CHAIRMAN
KYOTO ASSOCIATION OF
CORPORATE EXECUTIVES

KOICHI TSUKAMOTO

CHAIRMAN AND
REPRESENTATIVE DIRECTOR
WACOAL CORP.

HONORARY CHAIRMAN
THE KYOTO CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

MINORU NISHIHACHIJO
PH. D.

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
SHIMADZU CORPORATION

SHOUO MINAMI

PRESIDENT
KAWASHIMA TEXTILE
MANUFACTURERS LTD.

JUNICHI MURATA

PRESIDENT & C. E. O.
MURATA MACHINERY, LTD.
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MEMBERS

Committee

KYUSHU AREA MEMBERS
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YASUTAKA MURATA

PRESIDENT
MURATA MANUFACTURING
COMPANY, LTD.

SHOZO ANDO

PRESIDENT
THE OITA BANK, LTD.

CHAIRMAN
THE OITA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

TATSURO IWAKIRI

PRESIDENT
MIYAZAKI TRAFFIC CO., LTD.

SHIGERU OHNO

CHAIRMAN
KYUSHU ELECTRIC POWER CO.,
INC.

CHAIRMAN
KYUSHU-YAMAGUCHI
ECONOMIC FEDERATION

YOSHITAKA ISHII

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
KYUSHU RAILWAY COMPANY
(JR KYUSHU)

SHIGERU EZOYE

PRESIDENT
TOTO LTD.

HIROSHI ONO

CHAIRMAN
OITA TRANSPORTATION CO.,
LTD.

PRESIDENT
OITA ASAHI BROADCASTING
CO, LTD.

PRESIDENT
OITA PREFECTURAL EMPLOYERS
ASSOCIATION



KOH KIKUCHI

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
YASKAWA ELECTRIC CORPORA-
TION

TATSUTA GOTO

CHAIRMAN
THE NISHI-NIPPON BANK, LTD.

TSUKASA SHISHIVA

PRESIDENT
THE FUKUOKA CITY BANK,
LTD.

RYOJI TSUKUDA

PRESIDENT
THE BANK OF FUKUOKA, LTD.

TORU KOZUMA

REPRESENTATIVE ADVISORY
DIRECTOR
TOKIWA DEPARTMENT STORE
CO, LTD.

HAJIME SAKAI

PRESIDENT
KYUSHU MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC
CO,, LTD.

TSUKASA SHIRAISHI

PRESIDENT
KYUDENKO CORPORATION

YANOSUKE NUNOE

CHAIRMAN
NISHINIPPON RAIL ROAD
CO, LTD.

32



RITSUMEIKAN ASIA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

Advisory Committee

33

CHIKAHIKO FUKUSHIMA

PRESIDENT
OITA CITY GAS CO., LTD.

MASUJI YOSHIMURA

SPECIAL ADVISER
ASTEM, INC.

TOMIICHI MURAYAMA

MEMBER OF
THE HOUSE OF THE REPRESEN-
TATIVES

GORO WACHI

CHAIRMAN
SAIBUGAS CO,, LTD.




EXECUTIVES OF RITSUMEIKAN ASIA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

MASATERU OHNAMI
PRESIDENT
THE RITSUMEIKAN TRUST
RITSUMEIKAN UNIVERSITY

YASUSHI AKASHI
HONORARY ADVISOR
FORMER UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL
FOR HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS OF THE

UNITED NATIONS

YUJI JIDO DR. SC.
VICE PRESIDENT DESIGNATE
RITSUMEIKAN ASIA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

EXECUTIVE TRUSTEE

THE RITSUMEIKAN TRUST

PROF. FACULTY OF POLICY SCIENCE
RITSUMEIKAN UNIVERSITY

HACHIRO KAWAMOTO
CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
THE RITSUMEIKAN TRUST

KAZUICHI SAKAMOTO PH. D.

PRESIDENT DESIGNATE
RITSUMEIKAN ASIA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY
VICE PRESIDENT THE RITSUMEIKAN TRUST

RITSUMEIKAN UNIVERSITY

AKIRA ITO
VICE PRESIDENT DESIGNATE
RITSUMEIKAN ASIA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY
EXECUTIVE TRUSTEE
THE RITSUMEIKAN TRUST
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General Assembly Convened to Establish the Advisory Committee

Enthusiasm mounts as the founding of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University approaches.

On May 23, 1996, a General Assembly was held at a
hotel in Tokyo to establish the Advisory Committee for
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University. In attendance were
40 committee members, and Mr. Gaishi Hiraiwa (Honér—
ary Chairman, Japan Federation of Economic Organiza-
tions), who was present in the capacity of Honorary
Member of the committee. The purpose of the Advisory
Committee is to solicit advice and assistance from a wide
range of groups and individuals, in support of the creation
of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University. As of May 23,
1996, total of 74 persons from a wide range of back-
grounds had agreed to assume posts on the committee
including five Honorary Members, five Ambassador
Members and 64 Regular Members.

At this General Assembly, Mr. Hirotaro Higuchi
(Chairman of the Board, Asahi Breweries Ltd.), Mr.
Morihiko Hiramatsu (Governor of Oita Prefecture), and
Dr. Masateru Ohnami(President of Ritsumeikan Univer-
sity) were elected as executive directors of the committee.
Four members were also chosen to be managing directors:
Mr. Shiro Kawahara (Chairman of Daido Mutual Life
Insurance Co.), Mr. Ken-ichi Suematsu (Chairman of the
Sakura Bank, Ltd.), Dr. Yasunori Nishijima (Vice Presi-
dent, Science Council of Japan), and Mr. Nobuyuki Inoue
(Mayor of Beppu City) .

The elections were followed by presentations by Oita

Prefecture and Ritsumeikan regarding preparations for the
founding of the new University. These included an
explanation of the decision to locate the University in Oita Prefecture, the types of educational
programs expected to be offered, and policies for providing support for international students. The
committee members were then asked their opinions.

Enthusiasm for the key concepts of the University was universal. It was agreed that the
University should help educate people for positions of leadership in the Asia-Pacific region, and
should be a truly international university and a model in its openness to international students.
Because citizens of the future need management skills combined with knowledge of technology
and engineering, committee members also expressed the opinion that the University’s programs
should make the most of the personal expetience of a range of people in the forefront of their
fields. Long-term support of the institution by such experts will be essential to fostering a reputation

for the University as a leader in both education and research.
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Greetings from Mr. Gaishi Hiraiwa,
Honorary Member

I am deeply honored to accept the invitation
of Oita Prefecture and Ritsumeikan University to

be an Honorary Member of the Advisory Com-

mittee for Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

a truly international university in Japan.

I have learned from the reptesentatives of Ritsumeikan about the unique
concept of the new University.

The Advisory Committee aims to solicit advice from all sectors of society
in respect to the establishment and management of the new University.

It is extremely important to foster talented people capable of undertaking
positions of leadership for the achievement of genuine peace and prosperity
at this time as we consider the role of Japan in the 21st century as well as
the future of Asia and the world over the next 30 to 50 years.

It is thus necessary that we fulfill our tasks to found a truly international
University that will produce people of talent for the 21st century.

This meaningful project, which can be called “a national project”, will be
realized through the collaboration of local governments, a private university
and private enterprises in cooperation with various countries in the Asia-
Pacific region.

It is necessary to make the project a great success for the promotion of
Japan’s higher education. We look forward to the advice and cooperation
of the Advisory Members to help successfully establish Ritsumeikan Asia
Pacific University. May 23, 1996

(Mr. Gaishi Hiraiwa is a Former Honoraty Member.)

Moderator Dr. YASUNORI NISHIJIMA

Mr. TAKEO SHIINA speaking General Assembly
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Design of the Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University Campus
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Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University is currently
being constructed on a hilly meadow in north
Beppu City. From the University site, one can
overlook the hot spring resort town of Beppu
City, Beppu Bay, Kunisaki Peninsula on the left
and Mt. Takasaki on the right. On clear days,
Shikoku Island is visible in the distance.
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