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The Japanese Enterprise
under the Military Administration in Southeast Asia

Osamu Nagashima*

Abstract

Japanese Army extended the occupation area of Southeast Asia for a short time, as soon
as the army invaded the area. They established the sever military administration for the
native people and enterprises, off course enemy’s enterprises, in the occupation area. The
Japan’s purpose of the invasion to Southeast Asia was to require natural resources (oil, iron
ore, tin, and so on) and agricultural resources. Japanese military administration gave the
Japanese enterprises the priority over requiring the resources but they did not adopt the
positive industrialization for the early occupation period. But since Japan was difficult to
transport the material by sea, because Japanese army lose the battle of Southeast Asia,
Japanese military administration put the emphasis on the self-sufficient policy of the
occupation area. The advance of Japanese enterprises under the military administration
was controlled by the Japanese government, considering the opinion of the control
association (Touseikai), and the sixth commission in the Cabinet appointed and decided the
enterprises which should advance the occupation area. Because of the omnipresence about
the information of the advance to the occupation area, Japanese companies competed each
other to obtain the recognition of the military administration. There were the civil
companies and the works managed and controlled by the military administration in the
occupation area. Japanese Army lead to weaken the management of the foreign civil
companies and gave the favorable policy to the Japanese companies. The Japanese big
business under the occupation area which obtained the recognition of the advance mobilized

their subcontractors and their workers as the temporal employment to develop the business.

Keywords:
Great Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, Military administration of Japan, Military occupation,

Acquisition of natural resource, Economic control, Enterprise in World War I1
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