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Asia Pacific Maritime Symposium -Asia United by Sea-

Greetings

-

Monte Cassim

President
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU) was established in 2000. Thanks to the efforts and
support of the local community and public and private sectors, we are able to celebrate our 7th
anniversary this year. | would like to take this opportunity to express my most heartfelt gratitude to
all those who have supported APU and its academic philosophy over the past years.

APU is truly a multicultural community, with international students hailing from 74 countries and
regions throughout the world forming almost half of the student body. Furthermore, approximately
half the faculty members are from overseas. These students and faculty members come together as
one on the APU campus, overcoming differences of race, religion and culture to both learn together
and learn from each other.

APU has not only developed a new discipline of ‘Asia Pacific Studies,” but also established an
undergraduate and graduate curriculum to foster young leaders with the talent and ability to act on
the global stage in the 21st century.

Throughout the symposium, participants will certainly make new discoveries about the evolution of
the Asia Pacific region and about the history of human interaction from a maritime perspective.
| trust that it will be a wonderful opportunity for participants to contemplate “maritime exchange”
and examine how it's brought us to where we are today.

I would like to sincerely thank the organizers The Yomiuri Shimbun Seibu and The Kyushu National
Museum and everyone else who has contributed to putting on this superb symposium.

Atsushi Kojima
President
The Yomiuri Shimbun, Seibu

"The Earth is blue," is an all too famous quote. It was spoken in 1961 by Yuri Gagarin, the first human
in space, upon looking at the beautiful Earth. This "blue" was the very color of the oceans, which
occupy 72% of the surface area of the Earth. From the smallest island through to the five continents,
human civilization on land are connected by the sea and have come to interact with each other.
Monsoons blow through the Pacific and Indian Oceans which connect Asia, and in the past, trading
ships packed with spices and ceramics traversed the sea, blown by that wind. These days, the sea
carries petroleum, the energy source of modern nations, as well as the products of many countries.

The wide, blue ocean provides us with hope and lofty dreams. The history of the sea is not limited
merely to the history of cultural exchange, but rather the fruit of humankind’ s wisdom and effort in
taking on a vast wilderness. | look forward to this Asia Pacific Maritime Symposium as being a forum to
deepen exchange between the young people living in the world today even further through the ocean,
which binds them together, as well as through the mutual understanding which leads to human wisdom.

Karoku Miwa
Director
Kyushu National Museum

| would like to offer a humble greeting at the inception of this event, the Asia Pacific Maritime Symposium.

The Kyushu National Museum is a museum, which focuses on the history of cultural exchange between
Japan and other Asian countries and regions from the perspective of Asia's historical influence on the
formation of Japanese culture. Since opening our doors last October, we have truly been honored by the
support of many people, and as a result, we were able to mark our first anniversary. | would like to take
this opportunity to express to you all my deep gratitude.

This museum is the first national museum ever to be established in Kyushu, and the continued
cooperation with regional research institutions in order to promote a wide range of operations has come
to be a tremendously important mission for us. The very fact that Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
(APU) is holding this Asia-themed symposium is consistent with the aims of our mission and is of great
significance. The unique program of this symposium considers the face of Asia from a fresh,
unconventional perspective, and in doing so shares a great deal in common with our museum's
perspective. Thinking about the nature of Asia leads to thinking about Japan, and on the occasion of this
symposium, | sincerely hope that the breadth of Asian research in Kyushu will undergo further expansion.

Finally, | would like to warmly thank all those who cooperated with us in holding this symposium. | hope
for your continued assistance in promoting the cultural advancement of Kyushu.




Asia Pacific Maritime Symposium -Asia United by Sea-

Symposium Overview

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU) is committed to promoting its founding ideals of "Freedom, Peace and

Humanity," "International Mutual Understanding," and the "Future Shape of the Asia Pacific Region" and its mission
to foster leaders that are equipped to face the challenges of a globalizing society. To achieve this educational
objective, it's important to not only have an understanding of the economical and political climate of the Asia Pacific
region surrounding Japan, but also have a deep understanding about the regions' history, culture, society and
exchange. By expanding the notion of time and space in order to examine Asia as part of Eurasia, the themes of the
Symposium, "Viewing Asia from a Geographical Perspective," "Viewing Asia from a Climatic Perspective," "Viewing
Asia by the Spread of Culture" will form the basis of discussions on what "Asia" really means in today's society.

(Please refer below for details).

The Symposium will also delve into Asia's maritime history, which is an academically unique and important theme.
Through this event we hope to appeal APU's mission to various bodies including local authorities, the board of

education, secondary school teachers and also members of the community.

Audio-visual aids will be widely used throughout the Symposium so that many people including APU students,
junior and senior high-school students and the general public can follow the issues linked to the theme "Asia United

by Sea: Retracing Cultures, Histories and Exchanges."”

Discussions on "expanding the notion of time and space" in regards to Asia will be based on the following

two perspectives.

Asia is one part of the Eurasian Continent. Up until the 15-16th century, Eurasia was separated
Perspective |  from Africa by the Sahara desert and from the Americas by the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. There
1 was virtually no interaction between the continents during this time. However, for the last 2000
years within the Eurasian Continent, people, goods and information have traveled via the "Silk
Road," which connects the Mediterranean Sea and the Far East. Kyushu was the contact point
connecting the rest of Japan to this trading route. Eurasia is not homogeneous and is proud of its
diversity. In fact, one can say that Eurasia was in fact a world by itself. This Symposium will consider

how this diversity was indispensable in forming East and Southeast Asia and the Eurasian world.

The Eastern-half of Eurasia contains humid tropical regions. Along with the overland "Silk Road," the
Perspective | sea passing through Southeast Asia links the east and west regions of Eurasia. As can be seen in
2 the example of the Sahara Dessert, the temperate zone and the tropical zone are usually divided by
a subtropical dessert. However, in eastern Eurasia the temperature zone and subtropical zone are
connected. This is a phenomenon that can only be seen in this part of the world. The Symposium

shall examine the meaning of this and how it is related to these two perspectives.




| Schedule (November 15th)
09:30 Doors Open, Reception

10:00 Greetings from Organizer

10:05 Introduction of the Documentary Films on Asia

10:20 Screening of Films (1) Ukai no Furusato

-Visiting Yunnan Province and Observing Local Fishing Traditions by the Bai People
11:10 Screening of Films (2) Coming Face to Face with Kuroshio, God of the Sea
12:10 Intermission for lunch

13:00 Greetings from Organizer Monte Cassim (President, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University)
Haruo Arai (Executive Director, The Yomiuri Shimbun, Seibu)
Greetings from Co-Organizer Eiji Hiranaka (Deputy Director, Kyushu National Museum)

13:10 Keynote Presentations 1

Intermission

14:20 Keynote Presentations 2
14:50 Panel Discussion

15:50 Closing Address Mitsuhide Kohga (Advisor to the President, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University)

*November 16th - Visit to Kyushu National Museum

Morning Documentary Films on Asia:

session  Viewing Japanese and Asia Pacific Culture through Film

O Introduction by Professor Yasuko Ichioka (Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University / Research Field: Visual Anthropology in the Asia Pacific Region)

Ukai no Furusato
-Visiting Yunnan Province and Observing Local Fishing Traditions by the Bai People

1981. Directed by Tadao Ichioka. Produced by Jun-ichi Ushiyama.

This documentary chronicles the entering of Yunnan Province in 1980, which had never been open to foreigners
before, and recorded the lifestyle and rituals of an ethnic minority group with many commonalities with the
foundations of Japanese culture. This film is the "Bai People Volume," and covers rituals shared by Japan
connected with rice cultivation, from the transplantation of rice seedlings through to the rice harvest season, in
the Dali Bai Autonomous Prefecture. The film witnesses the revival of rituals which had been prohibited and
suspended for more than 20 years due to the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

Coming Face to Face with Kuroshio, God of the Sea

1991. Directed by Tadao Sugiyama and Yasuko Ichioka. Produced by Jun-ichi Ushiyama.

Inspired by the late ethnologist Masao Oka's hypothesis that "the belief in visiting deities disguised by masks
are distributed along the path of the Kuroshio Current,” this film uses video to trace its path from the Tokara
Islands Islands and Ryukyu Islands in Japan to New Britain in Papua New Guinea.

*Film titles may be subject to change.

Yasuko Ichioka (Professor, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University)

Born in Changchun, China in 1939.

[Education] Graduated from Department of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Tokyo Metropolitan University in 1962

[Employment] 1962~1971 NIPPON TELEVISION NETWORK CORPORATION (NTV)
1972~2000 NIPPON A-V PRODUCTIONS (NAV)
1984~1989 Part-time Lecturer in Ethnology and Film at Musashino Women's College
1989~1990 Part-time Lecturer in Visual Anthropology at University of Tokyo
1990 Part-time Lecturer in Visual Anthropology at Kanazawa University
1992~1995 Visiting Professor in Ethnology and Film at Musashino Women's College
1996~2000 Part-time Lecturer in History of Documentary Film
and Video Production at Musashino Art University
2001~ Professor, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
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Schedule

Panel Discussion
session  Asia United by Sea: Retracing Cultures, Histories and Exchanges

Afternoon

1) Panelists and Titles of Keynote Presentations

OProfessor Hayao Fukui (Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific UnlverS|ty) "Asian Sea, Eurasian Sea"

OMr. Takashi Hasuda (Designated Researcher of the 21st Century COE Program Interface Humanities, Osaka University)
"When the Seas Meet and Divide -The Dynamism of the Sea from the Asian Perspective"

2)Coordinator: Mr. Oji ltahashi (Senior Writer, The Yomiuri Shimbun, Seibu)

*Titles of keynote presentations may be subject to change.

Hayao Fukui (Professor, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University)

Born in Tokyo in 1938.

[Education] 1961 Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Chemistry, Kyoto University
1964 Master of Science in Soil Science, Kyoto University
1974 Doctor of Agriculture in Soil Science, Kyoto University

(Dissertation: Fukui H. 1973. Environmental Determinants Affecting the Potential Productivity of Rice:
A Case Study of the Chao Phraya River Basin of Thailand. 178 pages)

[Employment] 1967~1975 Assistant Professor, Kyoto University
1975~1987 Associate Professor, Kyoto University
1987~1999 Professor, Kyoto University
2000~ Professor, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

Eljl Nitta (Professor, Kagoshima University)

Born in Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture in 1948.
Professor of Archaeology at Kagoshima University and President of Japan Society for Southeast Asian Archaeology

Finished BA, MA and Ph. D in Archaeology at the University of Tokyo. Visiting scholar of the Faculty of
Archaeology Silpakorn University and the Institute of Archaeology of the University College London. His
present study targets the societies between the metal age and the emergence of cities and states in
mainland Southeast Asia.

Takashi Hasuda (Designated Researcher of the 21st Century COE Program, Interface Humanities)

Born in Kobe in 1974.
Designated Researcher of the 21st Century COE Program, Interface Humanities
Osaka University; Lecturer in Southeast Asian History at Osaka University of Foreign Studies and Osaka University

[Education] BA in Asian History, Faculty of Education, Yokohama National University; Accomplised
Credits for Doctoral Program, Graduate School of Letters, Osaka University; Ph.D in Asian
History, Osaka University

[Current Research] Historiography and Political History of Early Modern Vietnam, Maritime Asian History
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Profile of Panelists

Takashi Kusui (Associate Curator, Kyushu National Museum)

Born in Ehime Prefecture in 1968.

[Education] 1991 Graduated with a major in Aesthetics and Art History, Department of Philosophy,
School of Letters, Kyushu University

[Employment] 1991~1996 Associate Curator, Fukuoka Prefectural Museum of Art
1996~1998 Fukuoka Prefectural Board of Education
1998~2000 Associate Curator, Fukuoka Prefectural Museum of Art
2000~2004 Office of the Planning and Development of Kyushu National Museum,
Tokyo National Museum, Agency for Cultural Affairs
2004~ Senior Researcher, Kyushu National Museum

[Specialization] History of Japanese sculpture: exploring the state of Kyushu throughout the history of
East Asia through research of Buddhist statues and deity images in Kyushu.

Daisaku Kai (Painter and Novelist)

Born in Dalian, China in 1939.

Graduated from Waseda University with a major in Oriental Art History.

Member of the Art History Academy. Has studied, performed and created Anglo-Saxon inspired folk
ballads. Since 1969, has had close ties with Afghanistan and has visited the country several times
to investigate the Afghan people and their culture. Has modeled with Mr. Dennis Hopper and others
for "Comme de garcon," and has acted alongside Mr. Zhan-fan-yi and others in a China-Japan
collaborated film. Has published various novels and essays.

Oji Itahashi (senior Writer, The Yomiuri Shimbun, Seibu)

Born in Fukuoka in 1946.

Senior Writer, The Yomiuri Shimbun, Seibu. Areas of responsibility include history and culture.
Graduated with an Archeology Major, Department of History and Geography, School of Arts and
Letters, Meiji University. Currently researching the development of human culture and comparative
civilizations from the perspective of modern society.
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