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' APU Takes Steps toward its Second Year as a

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
(APU) was established with the basic
ideals of "Freedom, Peace and Humanity,"
"International Mutual Understanding," and
"Creation of the Future of Asia Pacific" to
nurture young talents and create a new
academic discipline on the campus. APU
steps towards its second year at the dawning
of the 21st century.

The most outstanding features of APU
are the creation of a multicultural learning
environment and the practice of novel
education which are unprecedented all over
the world. APU has made it its task to
implement these two features, because it
recognizes the roles of universities in the

21st century.

During the past year, our students and
faculty & staff worked diligently with the
support of the residents of the Beppu City
and Oita Prefecture as well as many other
people both inside and outside of Japan.
As a result, APU enjoyed a high degree of
public recognition which is unusual for a new
university.

As we enter our second year, we should
not be satisfied with our accomplishment but
endeavor to go beyond what we achieved in
the first year. We are determined to put
efforts together in making APU complete by
focusing on the following five goals.

The first goal is to build up the foundation
as an ‘“international university” by expanding
APU's global network in areas of education
and academic research, as the pioneer of
globalization.
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Pioneer in Internationalization of Higher Education

The second is voluntary participation in
university development by both students and
faculty & staff members. When participating,
all university members should have
discussions through various projects and
actions. Cooperation and collaboration with
individuals and organizations outside the
University will help us to achieve this goal.
Activities by diverse members of the
University will bear fruit in creating APU.

The third is to step up our efforts to
become the Center of Excellence in the

discipline of Asia Pacific studies. We will make
further effort to achieve this goal through
revitalization of various activities in academic
research using our global network, and
starting to put our plans into action to open a
graduate school in 2003. At the same time,
these research activities need to be linked to
the advancement of educational activities
and be utilized for the second year students
who will begin taking courses in their majors.

The fourth is the cooperation and coordi-
nation between APU and local communities.
Last year, various exchange activities took
place at the APU Opening Festival in spring,
the APU Festival in fall, home-stay programs,
community promotional programs and
others. This year, making use of its features
as an international university, APU will
continue to contribute to the cultural, educa-
tional and economical development of the
local communities.

The fifth and the last goal is to promote
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Student Enroliment by Country & Region (as of April 1, 2001)

[ - #8 Country & Region 248 Numberof Sdents
A—ABZUFP  Australia 6
J\JS55Fva1  Bangladesh 8
2)ABUT Bulgaria 5
hRIP Cambodia 1
A= Cameroon 1
yab s Canada (5}
fE China 123
GEFF P Croatia 1
JIF Djibouti 1
a7 B Ecuador 1
TRAE—F Estonia 1
TFAET Ethiopia 3
TAUTH R, Finland 2
H—r Ghana 5
NH— Hungary =)
AR India 24
AV RRIT Indonesia 34
A5 Iran 5
B Japan 994
IS Jordan 1
B Kenya B8
2E Korea 189
SHR Laos 8
YRP=P Lithuania 5
XYHAAI Madagascar 1
N=2F Malaysia 15
<Y Mali 2
Tl Mongolia 4
SN Myanmar 9
/=)L Nepal 7
—a1—Y—5Y R New Zealand /=)
FAI TR Nigeria 4
IFRT Pakistan 5
JXTFPZa—+ZF PapuaNew Guinea 2
~J)— Peru 1
TUEY Philippines 8
= Poland a
== Romania i
O3 7E5R Russian Federation 4
HEr Samoa 2,
JHAR=IL Singapore 8
AUSUAH Sri Lanka 19
JUP Syria 1
= Taiwan 37
et Thailand 26
) Tonga 1
oHVE Uganda 1
AFUR United Kingdom 4
FAUDGRE  USA 10
NhFHA Vietnam 52
WA Zambia 1
NPT Zimbabwe 2
& &t The Grand Total 1,660

the activities mentioned above at a high level
by utilizing APU's information infrastructure
and information technology (IT). It is of
importance that APU publicizes its achieve-
ments. By transmitting information on our
activities real-time will enhance the interest
and expectations of people both inside and
outside of Japan. This will lead to the realiza-
tion of increased job placement and career
opportunities for students, thus broadening
the circle of APU supporters within the local
communities, Japan and the world.

As a pioneer in internationalization of
higher education, APU with its members
shall proceed to tackle the challenges to
come with confidence gained from our first
year.

APU 2



APUDZAE(KEEITC [T T

APUIE, BIFHIFEICZERS SUERFEDHEE - Hif#ie SYIDBIRZ LR ASEMRZ LIF S ENTEX U,
CODLIBBFEFRECHT BHEBEESTH>eDh. 2000FEDHEDF LB LUSEKOFEE.
APUL'BS T ZERZRIBE LIEH'S. BFEROM EE—BIFICHELLVEREEF L.

2000FEZ/bh X >T

— &7, 2000FEDHFORERE SHBAWVCRITE I,

— ZEORBIFVDDTUIED,
ik FECHIDEEEICDVTIE, H¥I80%DZE4ENEE L
TS EEARXRT—FH60%) EVSHERICE>TUVET,

2000FE(F,

1 BEESHEOSERERE CERAE

UD L. ZHDDLEnEDDNLZR—A TVDEEBNET,

HEEEELE L. SPMEREBIOVTR. S2B1RET  ZMHESELL. FLECAPUDEE VAT ANDERERD
oERELELR. THS3TELDNDNICE > TORECTR, —FH, HoEH
ERZEOBAZREADBOFTELULCE<, ASBCEE  BUELEVS TABEERRL T EBNEREDNET,
Sle< BABEMSEN O ILHED, ORRFNTEEKLISE  SUREILLR. HEDEHE—BEIZTHOREEEH LT
LTWEY, ERFEDEEEAICOVTS, 2000€1 18I 2REDGOET,
EfEUCTOEFL/ITPDRI AR B & N THE THOmE0T
B, WLEECHELEESZFT.
BRLELECEREYEREO—BE LTUBDITEh. B APUDREGE

FEFERFNEDIIDCEICERZBEE Ulce TIURFERT
HOBRZEER U EEATVERT,
DZEDIT TV CEDRETT 1
10522508 BEZEZ#HED RELTVET,
EEMEDFLRETHILICKD, HELFEDHLEIZaZ
T—230EEDHENTRECT,

AUIREFMODE Cl&. BAREBRDHEFRZEL0%BLUTIC L. 1
SMERE2BIU EOFEMEREZR U LT, BiEEHiZ{T>T AT,
W&ET, TNICELD, ZEOHBNEZFEE(RETEEEZERT

EERMRE

WET,

APUHIERR

{h E f2—

PP R R

Tt KRAs)

WEFIED

BIBEE - TR, KSR - B,
TP AT
EFET—<

HIR BRSBTS
R 7 I PATE DT SR

Dean, Academic Affairs

NAKAGAMI Kenichi

Professor of Asia Pacific Studies; Doctor
of Engineering (Osaka University)

Specialty: Environmental Economics &
Policy; Water Resources and
Environmental Policies; Asia Pacific
Urban Environmental Studies

Research Topics: Global Environmental
Conservation and Sustainable
Development; Urban and Environmental
Policy in Asia Pacific Region
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Reviewing Academic Year 2000

—Please begin with a summary of the academic affairs during
the academic year 2000.

I In the academic year 2000, we started the language and
foundanon education subjects which are the core courses for the first year
students. We also started one major subject course in APM and APS.

International students developed their Japanese language proficiency
faster than expected, and even the students who had no previous
knowledge of Japanese on enrollment have reached a level where they can
manage basic conversations. English language proficiency of domestic
students has also improved at the targeted pace, evidenced by the fact that
the TOEFL/ITP scores from the November 2000 test exceeded by 50
points in average compared to the scores on admission.

We consider information processing as part of our fundamental
education, and we emphasized on acquiring basic skills last year. | think
we came very close to achieving our initial goals in this area. In the
coming years, we should link information processing o the students'
major programs.

We have limited the lecture course registration to approximately 250
students. By setting a lower registration limit, we encourage close
communication between the instructors and students. Our grading policy
requires that the final examination accounts for no more than 50% of a
course grade and at least two midterm examinations must be given and be
reflected in the final academic record. | believe that this policy was
successful in encouraging the students to study regularly over the entire
semester.

—What were the students’ reactions?

I i Our surveys showed that about 80% of the students were
sat\sﬂed with the teaching (cf. approx. 60% in the spring semester).

However, there are some students who are not sure if they have really
made gains in scholastic competency. One of our tasks in the future is to
establish an objective method for scholastic assessment and to deepen
the students" understanding of APU's education system. On the other
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hand, there are some eager
students who are asking us to
set up academic camps so that
they can learn more. We need to
respond to these requests and
institute specific programs to improve
their abilities.

Towards the Establishment of
APU Student Profile and
an Academic Affairs System

—How would you characterize the academic year 2001?
f The academic year 2001 will be a very important year for a
number of reasons. First, we are starting courses in the major subjects
this year. Second, we are also starting the accelerated program, exchange
program, and internship program. Third, we are implementing a system
for formulating curriculum improvements based on an overall review of
the previous academic year, and we are continuously monitoring the
current year's curriculum to determing what improvements can be made
for academic year 2003 when we'll have full capacity of the students.
Finally, this is an important time for the second year students in that their
achievements this year will have a major impact on the quality of their
future learning, therefore, we need to take our responsibilities seriously in
terms of the quality and contents of our teaching.

With these points in mind, I intend to define the ideal profile of the APU
student and in establishing academic policies that will realize the profile.

—What is the ideal student profile for APU?

N In addition to having a solid foundation in language ability,
cross-cultural communication skills, and the basic concepts of their
intended majors, we would like our students to have: (1) the abilities to
be a leader and work with team mates for a specific goal; (2) the common
sense and experience necessary to test one's abilities in society; (3) the
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ability to build a social network by oneself
and the vitality to fully utilize that network;
(4) the abilities to continue learning after
graduation and to adapt to and perform at the
highest level in one's given environment; (5) the
sensitivity to information, analytical skills to
understand the nature of things, and the ability to
formulate strategies and policies.
It is essential for each student to take advantage of the
international characteristics of APU and to strengthen their
abilities in the field in which they excel.

—What are some of the challenges for the academic year 2001?

i We have a number of challenges this year.

F|rst we must continue to work on establishing the guidelines for assessing the
students' scholastic achievement and improving the instructional methods and contents
to ensure that the students will have a solid academic foundation. We must also
implement course selection guidance and consultation that will help the students
choose their fields of academic and career specialization.

Second, we must train personnel that represent APU in areas such as advising the
students interested in the accelerated program, and establish solid support policies for
such training.

Third, we must develop a framework for Student Assistants (SA) and Teaching
Assistants (TA).

Fourth, we must create opportunities such as internship programs for the students to
test their abilities and receive assessment from outside the University.

Fifth, we must develop a diverse set of programs that take advantage of outside
resources. These include exchange programs and distance lectures with Ritsumeikan
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University, special lectures in which lecturers are invited from outside organizations, a
dual degree program, and a language training program abroad.

Sixth, we must learn how to install and utilize the Web CT system that was
originally developed by the University of British Columbia and became the de facto
standard for institutions of higher education in the U.S. and Canada. This system will
provide all instructional functions via the Internet.

Seventh, we must improve the system for October admissions. Currently, most of the
students admitted in October are from outside Japan, but we should accept more
Japanese students. We must also set up a system of course selection guidance and
consultation for transfer students to help them adapt to APU's unique educational
system and maintain the overall standard of the APU student body.

Finally, we must offer opportunities to short-term program students and part-time
students from outside the University, and develope special programs during the
session period. Through these programs, | hope to expand the reach of APU's
academic affairs and eventually promote networking.

—To concluds this interview, could you tell us your main aspirations for the
new academic year?

Nak i | hope to raise the level of our
students' academic achievement by building on
the experience we gained last year and raise the
quality of APU as a whole.

—Thank you.

APU was successful in exceeding its initial goals substantially in both the number of students and the diversity of couniries and regions
represented by our international students. We asked the Dean of Academic Affairs, Professor NAKAGAMI Kenichi, to describe how this diverse
group of students was educated to summarize the Un|vers|ty s academic achievements in the academic year 2000. We also asked him to
discuss the challenges facing the University in the coming years, along with the APU student profile that the University would like to establish.

Towards the Establishment of APU Student Profile =
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he following students and organizations were honored with scholarship and incentive awards at the Awards Ceremony on April 18.
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Recipients of Andoh Momofuku Scholarship 2000
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The following student was awarded 250,000 yen scholarship for her high academic achievements in the first and second semesters.

F3 U 2254/CHOWDHURY, Shradha (APS) -1~/ R/India
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Recipients of Academic Merit %aﬂaiamh ips for Fall Sermester 2000

FITEFFZER College of Asia Pacific Studies (APS)

FPITERIEEIRIA Y MEEB College of Asia Pacific Management (APM)

®<=E (105H) /Gold Prize (100,000 yen)

ANVETIL Z)\A/SCUMPIERU, Mihai (JL—~—77/Romania)
=H Fk/KURATA Noe (H7/Japan)

FH < 2d/NAKATA Kurumi (H7s/Japan)

@:RE (555H) /Silver Prize (50,000 yen)
Z%24%E75 L /No Awardees

@3HE (373H) /Bronze Prize (30,000 yen)
Z4%E 75 L /No Awardees

CODEDIC. APS104. APMBZDEMEESRFEN TS
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@®<EE (1073M) /Gold Prize (100,000 yen)

502 <44 )L/GUNAWAN, Michael A. (> R /Indonesia)
EDO—r&H 0w ~ Z)VPIBOONTANASAWAT, Nipa (% /Thailand)
XU /I7 ZILAF/MARINOVA, Gergana H. (Z)LAU7/Bulgaria)
XTPIF ISV VT v F/NUANGCHAMNONG S. (% /Thailand)

@:RE (55M) /Silver Prize (50,000 yen)
F&ELL /No Awardees

@:F=E (375M) /Bronze Prize (30,000 yen)
Z24EH UL /No Awardees

Ten APS students and eight APM students were awarded the Dean's Prizes for outstanding academic achievement.

- BEEEHEHEWRE
Recipients of APU Incentive Schola
@& (105M) /Group (100,000 yen)

SIAAPS (Student Information Association for Asian Pacific Studies)

Dikir Barat
7>~ 7L —X /Entrepreneurs

®EA (1053M) /Individual (100,000 yen)
7 I7V4 )T« /AHUJA, Bharti (APS) -~/ R/India

@=E (37H) /Gold Prize (30,000 yen)
BigR/WEI Wei (APM) tRE/China

@:EE (173H) /Silver Prize (10,000 yen)

AT« F3 D )b)\—/GADICHO, Wilbur J. (APM) 7.r UE>//Philippines
JI> RUZ/NGUYEN Trinh H. H. (APM) N k3-/4/Vietnam

A= LI\ R/KHAN Muhammad M. R. (APS) J{455'% 21/Bangladesh
BH2/ZHENG Jinlian (APM) HRE/China

@®:E (5FH) /Bronze Prize (5,000 yen)
UL T=—/LIM, Kenny T. P. (APM) > >#HR—)L/Singapore

58 1EAPUZEEWebN—J OV F R b

The 1st APU Student Web-page Contest Results

rships for Self-motivated Students

FLA 3 IV/KIM Yong Jin (APM) $&E/Korea
R MRACT/SAITO Maiko (APS) B#/Japan
AH Ef/SUMIDA Naoki (APM) B#Z/Japan
hS2 JVTRAN Ha V. (APM) X k3 /4/Vietnam
12 Bt/ TAKEMOTO Shinva (APM) B#s/Japan

@®U—)UiFRIE (5FH) /Prize for Circle Web-page (5,000 yen)
APU STATION
APU CIRCLE UNION

ENDIR—LNR—VZRTER LD
fzb. BEEERNCO UTER LE Ui,

e (APM. E)
WEI Wei (APM, China )

TATTIE BOOEFNDTEBHHDET,
INDSFL. THA UV PRBZEH L TLIE,
[CAFTHAEDIENEBNE T,

(] Z4EWebR—yO TZ FEEFEEDE  Comment by the Student Web-Page Contest Gold Award winner

| FEHDEEIREEEDENSZDT, ETHINLN ST,
APUDZERE., JVE1—5 0DV TIEFBELKEDRfiZEZE > TL)
FIDT. BNHSEEZETEBHBATIVF—TT, HDZHE
DR—LR—VERFEUN. ENEREICTIESLLRETI .
R—LR—IERDEATIC DV TIEFEAEEETHICDT, £F
 EREY T MO T PERAL

Bl Tl AEEXREEEBODT, HdHPe <THhOP
FTLBDZEELTCWVEY ., THAVRTPATTORITIH Fadd

REDIVTA

| was extremely happy because this was totally unexpected.
All of the students at APU have very high-level computer skills, and
I am very lucky to win the Gold Award. | saw the web pages of the
other winners, and they are all very well designed.

| pretty much learned web page design on my own, emulating
well-designed web pages by other people, applying useful design
software, and studying reference books to design my own web
pages.

Because the contents are as important as the design techniques,
I try to come up with an easy-to-read-and-understand design. Ideas
are important for good design, and sometimes | get my ideas from
my dreams.

I will keep updating my web page design and contents, and |
will be ready for the next contest.

5 APU



/Bices of New Entrance Students

5% I\Z SV =,/GURSAHANI, Rashmi
(APS) « > K/India
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APU is a MINI WORLD, where people from all over the world live together and

learn from each other, and it offers opportunities to the whole world for the

coming generations. For me APU is "A Paradise of Universalism". Because |

love reading and writing, I'm looking forward to a career in the media, publishing
or journalism where my job will be to disseminate information.

FIIIU+= JvARY R,/ CHEPKWONY, Justus K.
(APM) =7 /Kenya
APUTIFHFHFD SR AL ETRTER T
FHICHENEB - TVET, FBROZIF. REHEICEDTETY,
IMF I FRERITIE & DIFBFFHERE CEI < & BIRBICANTLIR
o FICREBENEEILD TR FFHEEN CAPUD ICED fo
WEBSTVEFET, iy r—BULIWLWTT,.
APU offers opportunities to interact with people from all over the world, and |
don’t know of any other university like APU. My dream is to become an
accountant, and I'm thinking about working in a non-governmental organization
such as the IMF or the World Bank. I'm a good long-distance runner, and | want
to join APU's track team and run for this university. | want to play hockey, too.

UHIZAR T4 T 14 A LISAUSKAS, Vytis
(APM) U h7=7/Lithuania
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| chose APU because | wanted to become an international specialist. Lithuania

is going to join the EU, and it is important for us to learn about the Asia Pacific

region because there will be increased interactions between the EU and Asia.

My aspiration is to become a banker and work in Europe. | want to make many

friends at this university.

F 7HJJ7I‘ 747H-/DE OCAMPO, Fiona D.
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| chose APU for three reasons. The first reason was to study Japanese and

learn about Japanese culture. The second reason was that | wanted to study at

an international university and the third was to study about the Asia Pacific

region. | am especially interested in studying the role of media in shaping

cultures and societies. Aside from studying, | want to make many friends and
join a music club.
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My friend from Ritsumeikan University told me about APU. | studied more about

this university on its web site, attended an Information Session Abroad

presented by APU representatives and decided to come here. | was always

interested in Japan, and had wanted to come to Japan for many years. In the

future, | would like to run a business in Japan or to work as a liaison for
Vietnamese and Japanese businesses.
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| have worked as an event staff member for a number of APU events because,
as a member of the first class, | thought that we students should have a direct
role in building and vitalizing APU. | faced many barriers such as language and
differences in values, but every time | complete an event with my fellow
students and others working for a common goal, | have a sense of fulfilment
and am reminded of how happy | am to have chosen this university. It is up to

each of us to maintain the wonderful environment provided by APU. We all

have a chance here, and we can create new opportunities at this university.
Let’s help shape APU and, at the same time, a future for ourselves!
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| want to study international management, especially in the fields of finance and
accounting at APU, where people from all over the world gather to study in a
multicultural environment. Eventually, | hope to obtain a master's degree and in
the future, become a professor. | also want to join the badminton team and the
United Nations Club. My impression of APU is that the buildings are very
modern and the people are quite friendly.
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Right after entering, you may not be sure how to interact with the students from
other countries and regions, but | suggest you talk to them naturally. | want the
Japanese students to teach international students more about Japan because

they are curious about Japanese culture. The group | belong to, WAY, is
working to provide opportunities for students at a beginning level of English or

Japanese to interact in small groups. We are also planning to start a program to

give advice about college life and to provide useful information for the new

students.
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| went back to my home in Korea with a Korean friend, Mr. ANN,
who lives in Japan. He went to Korea with me to work on his Korean
language.

We went see “The 1st Japan-Korea Festival’, which Japan hosted
on its own for the first time. The purpose of the festival was to introduce
today's Japan to the Korean people with the main themes of
“computerization,” “social welfare and aging,” and “the environment”.
These are common social issues in both Japan and Korea. “Life,”
“culture,” “local products”, and “tourism” were the sub-themes. The
presentations on Japanese high-tech accomplishments in robotics,
automotive engineering, and video technology were amazmg The
sites of the 2002 World Cup soccer games
were also introduced at this event.

An introduction to APU was included in
the presentation on QOita, and it made me feel
very proud; at the same time, it made me
homesick for Beppu and APU even though
I'd been back to Korea only for a short while.

Watching so many Koreans smiling and
talking with the Japanese representatives at this festival made me feel
that this was a good opportunity for creating a new level of goodwill
toward Japan on the part of the Korean people, and that the Japan-
Korea relationship would become closer in the 21st century through
this kind of interaction between private citizens.

The Japan-Korea relationship in the 21st century is a topic in which
| have a deep interest, so this festival meant a lot to me.

| hope to treasure the feeling | experienced at the festival, and work
harder at APU to make a difference in the future relationship of Korea
and Japan.
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As spring holiday approaches,
| went back home with excitement
and joy. | could not wait to share
my wonderful experiences with
my family and friends.

My first stop was Taiwan, |
visited my old friends and met up
with many APU students. We explored Taipei city together, V|S|ted
Taipei National Zoo and ate traditional Taiwanese food at world
famous Shih Lin night market. During my stay in Taiwan, | searched for
a variety of cooking ingredients. | really want to share the beauty of
Taiwanese dishes with my friends in Japan and one day | hope | can
have the opportunity to be my friend's "food tour guide".

After my short stay in Taiwan, | returned home where the sun does
not set until 7pm. In Auckland | enjoyed eating a variety of different
fruits, dairy products and cheese. Eating ice cream by the beach,
tasting stone grill steak, shopping around the largest shopping malls in
Auckland are the highlights of my holiday. | love Auckland's autumn,
you can experience cool breezing wind blowing across your cheek and
listen to the swishing sounds made by leaves. Please come and
experience Auckland's autumn yourself.
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The APU Information editorial staff asked students to submit reports on what they did during the spring break.

We received a lot of reports, many of which reflected the characteristics of APU. Some Japanese students reported on visiting
international student classmates who went back to their homes during the break, and some international students wrote about
what they thought of their year in Japan after they returned home. We are printing some of these reports below.
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| traveled to Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand, visiting my
international student friends from APU who went home during the
spring break. | was impressed with how lively my friends looked in their
own countries. It reminded me of the importance of having a place where
people can truly relax, and | felt that what they were experiencing was
exactly what | felt when | returned home to Japan.
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| visited the homes of my APU friends in Taiwan, Thailand,
Malaysia, and Singapore. At each place | visited, | was surprised at the
images and impressions that local people have about Japan and
Japanese people. It
made me conscious of =
being Japanese in a
very positive way. |
would like to thank my
APU friends and those
people who | met during ¢
my trip. i
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In the novel Midnight Express, the author SAWAKI Kotaro wrote
“when | finally learned how to use my hand instead of toilet paper in the
bathroom, | felt | had added another layer to my freedom.” During my
travel through four countries in Asia, visiting the homes of my friends
from APU, | found out what he meant. The toilets in most of the homes
had no toilet paper. | didn’t know what to do at first, but these were my
friends’ homes. So | asked them about what to do, and | tried. It was
fine! Stay at a regular house in an unfamiliar country, eat meals that
ordinary people eat,
and see how they live.
A travel experience
like this is unique to
only APU students
who can make friends
with students from all
over the world.
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TG 649 was about to take off. Some of my Thai friends were on the
same flight with me. But | found other Japanese and Singaporean
friends on board as well. WOW!

Some of them stayed at Ring's. Around the middle of February,
Camelia, Farah, Yuichi and Daisuke came to Bangkok and | learned
that Yoko & Chiharu were staying at another Thai friend, Joy's house.
When we went shopping at Jatujak market, we met Ayako. After
Camelia's party returned to Malaysia, we went to Pattaya and swam in
the blue sea, lied on the sunny beach, enjoyed fresh seafood, etc. (I
allow you to envy us). That was my happy time in Thailand. /
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Associate Director,
University Administration
and Student Services

IMAMURA Masaharu

How do you find a guarantor?

LUCAS | asked CREOTEC Co, Ltd. to help me find
an apartment because they can help with the
guarantor requirement. It costs little more than |
expected, but it was reasonable considering
everything involved.

IMAMURA . How much is your monthly rent?

LUCAS | pay 35,000 yen. | live by myself, but most
international students live with roommates, which
makes apartment living much cheaper.

IMAMURAT The biggest type of housing aid APU
offers international students is the guaranteed housing
in AP House during their first year. But, from the
second year, they have to find off-campus housing. To
rent an apartment in Japan, you need a guarantor.
Knowing how difficult it would be for international
students not used to living in Japan to find a guarantor,
the University had been considering a way to help.
The University’s efforts led to the start of the Oita Area
Foreign Student Housing Guarantor System in
December 2000. Under this system, the Oita
International Center’s President (HIRAMATSU

Morihiko, who is also the Governor of Qita Prefecture)

becomes the guarantor for international students
seeking private housing. To become eligible for this
program, a student must pay 7,400 yen per year for
the Comprehensive Renter's Insurance for Foreign
Students Studying in Japan, which is operated by the
Center for Domestic and Foreign Students (based in
Tokyo). This insurance covers most of the unexpected
problems. A similar system is available in Fukuoka and
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Ishikawa prefectures, but the key feature of the Oita
system is that it also applies to cases where two or
more students share housing. It is still rare for
Japanese to share rental places, and many real estate
brokers are hesitant to handle these kinds of cases.
However, many real estate brokers in Oita have
become more receptive to finding shared rental
housings.

Do we have enough housing available?
LUCAS  With the number of APU students on the
rise, will there be enough housing for everyone?
IMAMURA " Yes. It is something we must do, and I'm
confident that we will be able to get enough housing.
Providing safe housing for all students, in places like
the AP House, private residences, company dormitories,
and long-term homestays is one of the priorities for the
University administration. This year alone, CREOTEC
opened two low-rent student dormitories, one for men
and one for women.

WU | heard that the Oita International House will
open this fall.

IMAMURA = The Oita International House, which is
being constructed by the Center for Domestic and
Foreign Students with funding from the Ministry of
Education and Science, will open in October. Oita
Prefecture and the City of Beppu are also supporting
this House. Conveniently located in Beppu, it will have
204 rooms. The University is also building AP House
#2 (proposed name), which is scheduled for
completion in September. The Student Office is
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currently working on the rental policy for AP House #2.
LUCAS  Since international students began living in
downtown Beppu, what kind of reactions have there
been from the residents?

students, and we have heard very few complaints so
far. | hope all of the international students will develop
close relationships with the local residents. | urge
everyone to be careful about not littering or making
noise. Basically, be good neighbors. If you give a good
impression now, it will make it easier for the next group
of students to find off-campus housing.

In April, Oita Prefecture started a new emergency
student loan system. The Loan System for Overseas
Students (see p. 14) offers up to 100,000 yen in an
interest-free loan which can be repaid in ten monthly
installments. If you need a short-term loan for moving
expenses, for example, come to the Student Office.

Are there opportunities for long-term
homestays with Japanese families?
LUCAS Do we have long-term homestay opportuni-
ties with Japanese families?

IMAMURA' Yes, we now have five such cases.
Three of the families volunteered when a student ran a
newspaper ad seeking a long-term homestay
opportunity. Currently, we have more than 200 families
registered as host families. We are asking some of
these families to offer long-term homestay opportunities.
We have compiled a homestay manual based on the
last year' s experiences to offer advice to both host
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Let us respond to some of the questions and concerns you may have about life at APU,

APU welcomed new students and started its second year in April. Many of you entered this University with a lot of hopes and expectations,

but you may have some concerns about student life on campus. Infernational students who came fo Japan for the first time and those who lived in
AP House last year but are moving into off-campus housing may have many questions. So, we had two international students ask a member of

the administrative staff about the University’s views on campus life issues, focusing mainly on housing and part-time work.
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families and students to make the homestay experience
more enjoyable.

WU  How is the homestay program going?
IMAMURA ~ Most of the host families have enjoyed
the experience, and a good relationship is developing
between our international students and the host family
members, from children to the eldery members. And
we are looking forward to expanding the homestay
opportunities even more.

What about part-time work?

WU Some students need to work part-time to pay
their expenses. What has the University been doing to
find part-time jobs for students?

IMAMURA We asked the Student Office and other
offices to send representatives to companies and other
potential employers and already received employment
offers from nearly 200 firms and individuals. | was
deeply moved by the fact that many companies
recommended us to other companies because the
APU students they hired were such good workers.
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LUCAS What are the employers saying about our
student workers?

IMAMURA  In most cases, the employers are happy
with the work ethics and manners, but we have heard
about very few students being too casual about their
commitment and being late for work. This is extremely
regrettable. What kind of part-time jobs do you both
have?

LUCAS | workin the APU Co-op’s Cafeteria. | asked
the manager directly to hire me shortly after enroliment.
WU | have a part-time job at a wedding hall, and |
also give private English lessons. All my students are
serious, and they are very kind to me.

IMAMURA® We have more part-time employment
opportunities in Beppu than anyone expected. There
are live-in positions at resort operations during the
summer and spring break. | hope everyone will find
meaningful part-time jobs that will allow them to
continue to study hard and make enough money while
learning about Japanese culture and developing
personal relationships with the local people.

WU, Hsuan-Pei
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Canada
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LUCAS, Clement A.
(APS)
Indonesia
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LUCAS | agree. Work is a good experience.
WU  Are there part-time positions within the
University besides the cafeteria?
IMAMURA' SAs at the Media Center and short-term
positions for campus events are available. We are
hoping to expand the on-campus part-time
employment opportunities, especially for the
international students whose fluency in Japanese is
limited.
WU  Aren't there part-time jobs that are especially
suited to APU students?
IMAMURA ™ That would be jobs requiring foreign
language proficiency. Also, web page design is
attracting attention recently. We don’ t have anything
concrete yet, but language support work for local
companies planning to venture into international
business is a possibility. There is a potential for the
part-time job market in Oita to expand.

The University will continue its efforts to support
student life at APU, and | urge the students to keep
working hard.
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AP House #2 (proposed name) is being built next to the original AP House. The new unit,

scheduled for completion in September 2001, will have 508 rooms. It is being constructed to
increase the on-campus housing to a level that is sufficient to handle senior students (both

domestic and international), transfer students, and short-term program students.
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Ritsumeikan Center for Asia Pacific Studies (RCAPS) was established with the aim of functioning as Center of Excellence for Asia Pacific Studies.

Dr. Mani, Professor of the College of Asia Pacific Studies, was appointed as the second director of RCAPS in April 2001.
He talked to two students about RCAPS’s major activities and future prospects.
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Toivonen Congratulations on your appointment as
director of the Ritsumeikan Center for Asia Pacific
Studies (RCAPS).

Mani Thank you.

Yoshida When was RCAPS established?

Mani It was established even before APU opened.
RCAPS's journal preceded the establishment of
the University. The first director was President
SAKAMOTO, and | have been appointed as the
second director.

Toivonen What is the purpose of its establishment?
Mani In any university, one of its functions is to
promote research on society. APU's mission is to
look at the whole region of the Asia Pacific, thus
RCAPS was set up to promote research on this
region. | think that the major goal of RCAPS is to
fulfil this mission.

Yoshida What are the main activities of RCAPS?
Mani The University has a special fund allocated
for RCAPS, and many academics have travelled
to different parts of Asia Pacific region using this
fund to do research. RCAPS is supposed to
propagate research. It has published so far seven
issues of the Ritsumeikan Journal of Asia Pacific
Studies. The other major activity is to invite
prominent academics and organise talks by them.
Last year, two major international symposiums
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were organised under the auspices of RCAPS.
Toivonen What do you aim to achieve as the
Director of RCAPS?

Mani I'm very happy and proud in a very humble
sense to be the second director. I've been
exposed to setting up centers and institutions in
Singapore. | can import some of these ideas as
well as take on some of the ideas that already
exist within the Ritsumeikan system and improve
RCAPS. I'm trying to raise funds in order to hold
at least one symposium every semester on
campus on various themes. | will try to set up the
themes along common interest lines of the
academics. So both academics and under-
graduates can benefit from such symposiums.
Secondly, | want to streamline the administration
of RCAPS. There already exists a special group
that looks after the journal's improvement for its
quality and circulation, so that more universities in
the Asia Pacific region will come to know that
there is a university called "Ritsumeikan Asia
Pacific University" and there is an "RCAPS" that
promotes research. Thirdly, | want to make
RCAPS a very attractive place where professors
of other universities in the Asia Pacific region will
want to come to as visiting professors. APU is a
bilingual campus and Beppu has a very amicable
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atmosphere. Professors can spend a very good
sabbatical leave here to write their own books.
Toivonen How will RCAPS eventually benefit the
society?

Mani APU is a great idea for the Ritsumeikan
Trust to become global. | would allow a gestation
period, in which ideas will be formed and energy
will be centralised. In four years' time, this campus
will be full of researchers. Right now, what
RCAPS is doing is to ensure that we build up an
open mechanism to propagate research and the
idea that everybody can come here.

Yoshida APU is growing in size and constantly
improving as a university. How would you
summarise the past year you spent here as a
faculty member?

Mani Personally speaking as a fellow professor,
it's one of the nicest environments I've ever been
in my life. Yes, we have minor challenges. Any
organisation always has some. But it seems to me
APU is one of the universities that has overcome
some of the major challenges. In the last one
year, if you ask me to give a grade for the
University, | think | will give an A+!

Yoshida How about your views on APU's
educational system? Have you come across with
any differences in attitude and approaches of the
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TOIVONEN, Tuukka H. /APS (Finland)

students?

Mani Students who come from a system which
doesn't push them to study as hard at schools in a
competitive system of examinations may have
found it tough. Initially they complained that | was
teaching at a very high standard. | knew they
could work hard. | just had to push them. | adjust
my level of teaching and try to encourage them.
By the end of each semester, | found that students
did rise in their standard and performance. | think
eventually, APU will produce a very good student
cohort.

Teoivonen One cannot help but notice the natural
way you let your own personality reflect in your
teaching style. | see this as a major factor making
the classes interesting. How do you view the
balance between what a teacher says and how
he/she says it?

Mani At a university, each professor is supposed
to be a school of thought. If there are a hundred
professors, there should be a hundred schools of
thought. Until | finished my Ph.D., | learned from
about 80 professors, and they made a great
impact on my teaching. So | feel a student should
be looked as an individual, not to be shaped
according to the professors' mind, but to be
exposed to the ideas of the professor, his school

of thought. So let the student decide what to learn.
Toivonen Foreign instructors must be going
through similar experiences as the international
students as far as non-academic life goes. Please
tell us about how living in Japan has been for you.
Mani I've lived in different cultures and societies,
speaking different languages. For me, they were
very humbling experiences. | worked hard and
learned a lot and | am still a person humble
enough to ask simple questions like "How do you
use the e-mail through APU's web-site?" | asked
this question to an undergraduate, who was kind
enough to teach me, and now | use it. So I think if
you are humble enough, you can learn many
things easily. | find Japanese language a very
challenging task. It will take many years before |
become fluent, but | will keep on challenging
myself to do it everyday. As for living, Beppu is a
very nice town and | like the peaceful life here.
Toivonen | also think students as well as faculty
can truly learn a lot in this environment. One thing
| always like to emphasize is that half of this
indeed comes through academic work but the rest
directly from communicating daily with other
people, be it local citizens or international friends.
Yoshida | always get stimulated by other students.
There is so much eagerness to learn here. If |

attended some other Japanese university, it
wouldn't be like this.

Mani Lastly, could you tell me what you would like
to learn at APU and what you would like to do in
the future?

Toivonen For starters | would like to improve my
Japanese language ability to cope better with daily
life here. Learning sociology, international
relations and Asian cultures will hopefully help me
become an expert of this region and later work in
either Japan, another Asia Pacific country or
Finland while not being tied to one place.

Yoshida When | was in the United States, | looked
in a mirror and thought, "l am Asian." But | didn't
know anything about Asia, even things happening
in my own country. That's why | came here. | want
to leam a lot more and increase my knowledge. In
the future, | want to contribute to education. | think
poverty and many problems in Asia Pacific region
are basically educational ones. So | want to do
something about it.

Toivonen, Yoshida Thank you for your time and
views, Professor.

Mani Thank you.
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The 1st Annual Bilingual Speech Contest for the APU Cup was jointly hosted by
the Student Information Association for Asian Pacific Studies (SIAAPS) and the
Center for Modern Language Education in the Millennium Hall on December 20, 2000.
Each of the 11 student participants made a five-minute speech in Japanese (or
English) and a two-minute summary in English (or Japanese) on the topic, "My Future
Plans in Relation to the Asia Pacific.” The panel of judges awarded the Gold Prize to
SETIAWAN, Rifky (APM, Indonesia), the Silver: Prize to ZHANG Wei (APM, China),
and the Bronze Prize to INOUE Daisuke (APM, Japan). Mr. FUKUSHIMA Naofumi,
the Bureau Chief of Kyodo News Oita Bureau, was a guest judge and commented on
the contest, “I was amazed that those students could speak so passionately about
their dreams in a foreign language they had studied for such a short period of time. |
am looking forward to their further growth in the coming years.”
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The students who spent New Year's Eve in AP
House held the World Singing Competition that night.
| The performances of the White (men’s) and Red
| (women’s) teams were almost equal, but the White
Team edged out the Red Team by a slight margin. As
the time left in the year 2000 counted down to zero after the contest, everyone
popped (noisemaker) crackers to welcome the New Year.

On New Year's Day, APU opened the campus to the public, and nearly 300
residents of Oita enjoyed the first sunrise of the year from the APU campus. Thirty
international students from 9 countries worked in the cafeteria kitchen from early
morning to cook New Year dishes from their countries. Then from about 9 o’clock in
the moming, scenes of these “International New Year's Dishes” surrounded by the
smiling students was broadcast live on Nippon Television Network's “Zoom-In 2001”
all over Japan via the NTN affiliate, Television Oita. The local stations of other TV
stations including NHK also broadcast scenes from APU, making a busy New Year's
Day for APU's international students.
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The Fourth Top Executive Lecture was held in the
Millennium Hall on January 10, 2001. Mr. SHIINA
Takeo, Senior Advisor for IBM Japan, Ltd., was the
guest lecturer, and he spoke on the "Coexistence with ]
Diverse Cultures — From the History of IBM Japan" in English. Mixing anecdotes from
his extensive experience, Mr. SHIINA emphasized that "to make a dynamic and lively
country, coexistence with other ethnic groups and cultures is essential."
Approximately 200 students and citizens attended the lecture, and everyone was
deeply drawn into the powerful lecture. For the benefit of the interested citizens,
simultaneous Japanese translation was provided for the first time in this lecture series.
The Career Office which sponsored the lecture plans to continue to provide
simultaneous Japanese translation service in the future Top Executive Lectures.
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Mie Town (town mayor: ASHIKARI Yukio) in Oita Prefecture and APU concluded
an agreement to promote mutual friendship exchanges for the purpose of developing
people who can take the lead in regional development and international relations.

The agreement calls for cooperation in seven areas: (1) A “Town Development
Exchange” in which suggestions will be made for the development of Mie Town; (2)
Internship opportunities for APU students; (3) Dispatching lecturers for lifetime
learning program; (4) Participation in sports and cultural events; (5) Homestay
opportunities for APU students; (6) Creation of a “Mie Town Ambassador in APU”
program (Two students from China and/or Malaysia will be awarded scholarships of
20,000 yen per month); (7) Participation in events held at APU.

APU students, faculty and staff are expected to play a key role in these exchange
programs. On April 7, 12 students and 8 faculty and staff members participated in
“Manano Choja (millionaire) Festival”.

Mie Town is located in the southern part of Oita Prefecture, and has a population
of about 18,000. Oita is known for its “One Village One Product Movement” and the
town is famous for shiitake mushroom and kabosu citrus fruit.
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The Entrance Ceremony for the students admitted in April 2001 was held on April
2 at Millennium Hall. The ceremony for the new students in the College of Asia Pacific
Management started at 9:30 a.m. and that for the new students in the College of Asia
Pacific Studies at 11:30 a.m. After the solemn ceremony, the senior students
welcomed the new students with a number of events they had planned. Many of the
new students, now feeling more relaxed, took commemorative pictures outside the
ceremony hall.

On April 6, a Welcome Party for New Students was held at the cafeteria in
Student Union. This party was co-sponsored by the Co-op Committee and the APU
Circle Union to provide a place for the new students to get acquainted with each other
as well as with the senior students. The students tried foods provided by APU Co-op
and enjoyed ethnic dances and music performed on the stage. Afterwards, the
students had a great time dancing with their new friends.
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The Oita Prefectural government and the Beppu City government have published a number of pamphlets and booklets written in two
or more languages to make living in Oita easier for newcomers from abroad. Some of these publications are introduced below.

HELLO OITA (Ko D4iEIEHR- FBOOK)

17 KR, ) KpRERREY Y —

558 BASE - =8

WA B2DEE, RHEY—ER,. HRORBLEE

A Guide Book For Living in Oita

Publication: Oita Prefectural Government, Oita International Center

Languages: Japanese, English

Contents: Emergencies, Public Service Systems, Japanese Customs and Manners,
etc.
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Safety Guidelines for Foreigners

Publication: Oita Prefecture Police Department

Languages: Japanese, English

Contents: Call 110, What to do when there is a traffic accident, Driver's license, etc.
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The Loan System for Overseas Students was established to allow the
international students studying at academic institutions in Oita Prefecture to study
without financial worries by providing short-term loans in case of temporary or
emergency financial need which may hinder the student's life or study.

APU will adopt this system when students need to obtain emergency loans.

APU's international students are eligible for loans under this program, and the
University will serve as the guarantor. The maximum loan amount is 100,000 yen
(interest free), and the loan must be repaid in no more than 10 monthly payments
starting the third month after the loan is made. The APU Student Office will perform
the application processing and credit examination.

Information on this emergency loan program will be posted on the campus
bulletin boards. For details, contact the Student Office.

The APU-Club, Faculty & Staff Association, was established as an organization
through which the faculty and staff volunteer to support the APU students. The
Establishment General Meeting was held on December 20, 2000, and the president
and other officers were elected.

The purpose of the APU-Club is to provide a variety of support activities to
enhance student life at APU and to promote the interaction of students with faculty
and staff members. Some of the specific activities are to provide financial support to
needy students by using the club membership fees (optional lots), and to promote
host family registration in order to expand the opportunities for home stay and home
visit programs. The club has already hosted a bazaar for the international students.

By the end of March 2001, 97 members registered with the APU-Club, and it is
appealing the faculty and staff members of the Ritsumeikan Trust to join. Officers and
members are looking forward to a significant membership expansion. The club is also
working on the establishment of a parents’ association to provide similar student
support activities.
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for Foreign Residents of Beppu City Daily Living Guide
Publication: Beppu City International Affairs Division

Languages: Japanese, English, Korean, Chinese

Contents: useful information for daily life
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Guide Map to Beppu City's Public Facilities for foreign residents
Publication: Beppu City Secretarial and Public Information Division, International
Affairs Section

Languages: Japanese, English

Contents: Map of facilities
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To rent a room or an apartment in Japan, the prospective renter must secure a
guarantor. This requirement has been a hindrance for international students in
looking for private housing. To reduce the burden, the Oita International Center
(OIC) has established the Oita Area Foreign Students Housing Guarantor System
under which the OIC serves as the guarantor at the time when the rental
agreement is signed.

The cooperating real-estate brokers will find vacancies for international
students attending the colleges and
universities that participate in this system.
When an applicant meets the requirements
after examination of application and
supporting documentation submitted by the
student, the OIC signs the rental agreement
as guarantor. Some APU students have
already found housing through this system.

For details, contact the Student Office.
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[& 5] MeE7 YT RKEFRT BER F201 4= / Venue: Classroom F201, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

[ R 10:30~12: 00/ Time: 10:30 — 12:00

[Z:EH]] BO0H (APUR4. HIRS(EMERD / Admission fee: 500 yen (Free for APU students, faculty and staff)
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BT NTHAETITONET . / All the lectures will be held in Japanese only.

B £20E#EE 115178 (B

[FEMSC BT DHETEDREE
AT - BT BBHE (WY T RIETRIA Y NEE
16th lecture: Saturday, May 19

“Business Strategies of Foreign Enterprises in the Chinese Marketplace”
Lecturer: TAKAMOTO Akihiro / Professor, College of Asia Pacific Management
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- 20th lecture: Saturday, November 17

“Viewing the Relationships between Korea & Japan from Folktales”
Lecturer: KIM Chan Hoe / Associate Professor, College of Asia Pacific Management
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17th lecture: Saturday, June 16

“Non-native varieties of English --- with particular reference to Asian
speakers of English”

Lecturer: OHASHI Katsuhiro / Professor, College of Asia Pacific Studies
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18th lecture: Saturday, July 28

“The Management Strategies of Japanese Logistics Corporations in East Asia”
Lecturer: WANG, Mariner / Professor, College of Asia Pacific Management
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19th lecture: Saturday, October 20
“Retrospect and Prospect for Asian Studies in Oita --- Focus on East Asian Issues”
Lecturer: KANEMARU Yuichi / Associate Professor, College of Asia Pacific Studies
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21st lecture: Saturday, December 15

“Cities and the Environment in the Asia-Pacific Region”

Lecturer: NAKAGAMI Kenichi / Professor, College of Asia Pacific Studies
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22nd lecture: Saturday, January 19, 2002
“Secret Story of Qing Dynasty

--- the Modern History of China”
Lecturer: YOSHIMOTO Chieko /
Professor, College of Asia Pacific
Studies

To motivate students to enroll in the Asia
Pacific language courses which will begin in the |
upcoming fall semester, a series of Language |
Weeks are being planned to introduce the
cultural background and other aspects of each AP Ianguage The events W|II be
planned by students who are already taking those language courses with the
support of APU’s language instructors. In addition to ethnic dances and cinema
presentations, there will be special ethnic food menus at the Co-op Cafeteria.

Korean Language Week

Spanish Language Week

Vietnamese Language Week

Malaysian and Indonesian Language Week
Chinese Language Week

Thai Language Week
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@ p.S ALDAE] JVE21—9DELS » J/Ea1—% - O—RDF«JOXY @ p.15 [FEHEREEESS] 588150 — 81050

p-9 [VOICES OF NEW ENTRANCE STUDENTS] a master's degree in computer science — a diploma in computer science course
p.15 [The Iwakuni Foundation for Scholarship] 10,000 yen per month — 100,000 yen per month
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