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Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

PROGRESS REPORT
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Good afternoon distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.

We are here today to mark the very special events of Ritsumeikan's Centennial
as well as the official opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

APU attracted much attention from the media and the Japanese community
even before the Entrance Ceremony in April, with its unprecedented numbers of
international students. Living in AP House, I sometimes forget that I am in Japan.
Rather, it is like a miniature United Nations and significantly, symbolizes the rapidly
globalising world community. In fact, it was only in AP House that I have come to
realise that it is possible to keep a conversation going using 3 or more languages!

Having come from Singapore, a country known for its cultural and racial
diversity, I can well understand APU's goal to create an environment in which
freedom, humanity, peace and mutual international understanding are promoted
through cultural exchange. :

The Asia Pacific region, with its numerous races and cultures, is particularly

vulnerable to racial conflicts. Therefore, in-depth understanding of the region is
critical if we wish to tap its vast potential as an economic and cultural hub, and it is
this knowledge that I, and doubtlessly many others, wish to bring with me when I
leave APU. Of course, we also hope to bring with us other forms of knowledge, like
how to cook cuisines from all over the world...

My experience here have been nothing short of exciting and enriching and I
know it will continue to be so. Though everyone around me was skeptical when I
first decided to enter APU, I was, and am, confident that I can look back in future at
this road I have chosen and say, "No regrets!"

Whatever our future career paths, wherever we go from here, I know that we
will be able to pass on to the world what the school gave us. I know too, that we, the
inaugural batch of students gathered here in Beppu, will establish a tradition of
multi-culturalism that will stay with APU all though its years.

Thank you.
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APU is a great idea and | think it is part of Japan's policy to

bring the Asia pacific region closer together. I'm sure the failities

that I've seen will be put to very good use. lkr'egret that | am not a
student anymore. | would have liked to be a student of this

University myself.

* I’thi‘nyk this University should produce students of excellence. It
should also produce students who are sensitive to each other's

concems and cultures, and | do hope it will produce friendships
between students of different countries. ‘
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