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Orchestras in China,
from Settlements to the Cultural Revolution
Koichi Kondo *
Summary

In the first stage of orchestras in China, three small bands were predecessors - The
Shanghai Public Band (established in 1870s), The Hart Band in Beijing (1886) and the
Railway Club Orchestra of Chinese Eastern Railway managed by Russia in Harbin (1908).
These bands were developed to orchestra after the Xinhai Revolution - The Shanghai
Muncipal Orchestra (1922), Beijing University Orchestra (1923) and Harbin Symphony
Orchestra (1935). But chinese musicians were not permitted to join as full-time player in
Shanghai and Harbin.

First professional and full size symphony orchestra established by the government of the
Republic of China and formed by chinese musicians was the China Philharmonic Orchestra
in Chongqing (1941). Under severe indiscriminate bombing by japanese forces, this orchestra
played many concerts for chinese people with western classic music and original modern
chinese pieces.

After founding the People’s Republic of China, governments of state and provinces built up
cultural performing groups as soon as possible for not only communistic propaganda but also
cultural development of people. Before the Cultural Revolution decade they played western
classical music and chinese modern symphonic music as often as revolutionaly and patriotic
music. But they were permitted to play only revolutionaly “Model Theater” pieces in the

Cultural Revolution decade.

Keywords:
Orchestras in China, Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, Harbin Symphony Orchestra, China

Philharmonic Orchestra, Central Philharmonic of China
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