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Summary of
Dissertation
Contents

This dissertation examines the ways citizens participate politically in a small rural
Japanese city. It specifically addresses how citizens attempt to exact change and/or
influence policy; how the government/bureaucracy engages citizens in political
participation; and the relationship between citizens’ attitudes towards government and
political participation. Using political participation theories, this study examines three
modes of participation: attending town meetings, campaigning and contacting public
officials. The study employs a mixed method, combining three qualitative case studies
with a quantitative survey.

The study finds that (1) participation is dictated by political intermediaries who
create disincentives for more independent forms of political participation, (2) citizens
who participate politically have higher levels of perceived efficacy and a lower
perception of government corruption and (3) the participatory mechanisms in place on
the local level do not equally engage all citizens.
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The Dissertation was unanimously passed by all three members of the screening
committee following revisions carried out by Ms. Kida as she responded to the original
comments by the committee members.
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Ms. Kida successfully passed the oral defense of her dissertation.




