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Summary of
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Contents

The general theme of this dissertation is to provide some insight into the
debate of microfinance and women’s empowerment. The study attempts to
meet this objective by examining the local realities of microfinance programs
and their capabilities in empowering poor rural women from the perspective of
the Samurdhi program and its beneficiaries in two adjoining rural communities
in Sri Lanka. This is carried out by utilizing a conceptual framework that
consists of three dimensions of economic empowerment, household
well-being, and sociopolitical empowerment.

The findings of the study highlight that the welfare grant component and the
regulatory relaxations as a government program has largely contributed to the
dominant position of the Samurdhi program as the largest microfinance
provider for the majority of poor rural women in the country. On the other hand,
the study findings highlight that in reality the majority of program benefits for
these women under microfinance services come in the area of household well
being due to the fact that their circumstances have prompted them to utilize the
enterprise credit towards maximizing the household utility and thereby limiting
the direct impact of loans and economic empowerment in meeting the program
objectives. However the organization of women into small groups for the
facilitation of credit provision and their engagement in the related program
activities are found to be effective particularly in terms of sociopolitical
empowerment. Furthermore, the comparison of two communities in the study
showed some characteristics affecting the performance of the beneficiary
women and thereby the impact on their empowerment through the participation
in the Samurdhi program.

This research contributes academically to the limited literature on the
empowerment capabilities of microfinance, especially from the perspective of
the Samurdhi program and its beneficiaries in two adjoining rural communities
in Sri Lanka by providing new empirical knowledge and findings highlighting
the realities in the lives of the recipients.
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Although extensive research has been carried out on microfinance in Sri
Lanka, there has been little discussion on its impact on women’s
empowerment. There have been even less studies in this context using a
sound multi-dimensional conceptual framework.

Therefore, this dissertation responds to this situation and contributes
academically to the limited literature. The dissertation provides and introduces
interesting detailed explorations, descriptions, and interpretations as the results
of analysis on the empowerment capabilities of microfinance, especially from
the perspective of the Samurdhi program and its beneficiaries in two adjoining
rural communities in Sri Lanka by highlighting the realities in the lives of
recipients. Moreover, this dissertation also provides well thought policy
implications for further development of microfinance in Sri Lanka.

Therefore this dissertation is worthy of the provision of a PhD degree.
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Summary of

Exam Result

or Academic
Skills

The candidate conducted her research properly and thoroughly over
successive field visits in two adjoining communities in Sri Lanka and compiled
the research as a dissertation. During her research period the candidate
presented her research results in numerous international conferences and as
published journal articles.




In the oral examination, the candidate sincerely and convincingly
responded to the examiners to support her discussion on microfinance and
women’s empowerment. The candidate’s responses were appropriate and
indicated high calibre results of the research she presented and a compelling
case for her academic contribution.

Therefore, this is worthy of conferral of the PhD degree.
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