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Summary of 
Dissertation 

Contents 

This PhD dissertation breaks new ground in two ways.  By utilizing newly 
discovered historical materials in various government archives in Ulanbaatar, 
Mr. Bataa has reconstructed the history of the Japanese internees (called 
POWs in archival data) in Mongolia following the end of World War II.  He has 
translated hundreds of documents from Mongolian and Russian into English to 
help complete his dissertation.  Second, Mr. Bataa has tied the importance of 
the role played by the POW experience to the opening of new relationships 
with Japan during the Cold War.  These two points make this a valuable and 
unique contribution to scholarship and to understanding the history of 
Mongolia’s relationship with Japan. 
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Results 

The Dissertation was passed by all three members of the screening committee 
following revisions carried out by Mr. Bataa as he responded to the original 
comments by the committee members and a successful oral defense. 
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Skills 

Mr. Bataa successfully completed his oral exam and the committee was 
unanimous that he should consider expanding the work and publishing it as a 
book in the near future. 

 


