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Mr. Placencia successfully defended his thesis on Tuesday 22 July. Beginning
with a brief overview of the work, he then addressed a number of questions
from the committee. Questions included those on the contents of the thesis as
well as those on the methodology employed and the future prospects for the
work. The committee unanimously agreed that Mr. Placencia masterfully
handled the material and addressed all the questions in a scholarly and
confident manner. In addition to the question and answer format, we also had
engaging discussions branching out from the questions. It was clear from the
defence that Mr. Placencia is blossoming into a scholar. The committee was
impressed with the depth and rigor of his work, and congratulated him on the
impending publication of two chapters in top tier refereed academic journals.
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Mr. Placencia is a fine writer and a thoughtful speaker, as evidenced from the
dissertation and the manner in which he addressed the committee’s questions.




