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ABSTRACT

This research strives to find out the impacts of domestic political factors on the
making of foreign policy in the ROC (Taiwan) regarding the Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands
dispute among the ROC (Taiwan), the PRC (China), and Japan. Started by asking what
are the major domestic factors, the literature review section examines the perspectives of
scholars in International Relations in the six factors selected, which are the bureaucracy,
the political leaders, political parties, bureaucracy, public opinions, media, and interest
groups. After examining the political contents in Taiwan, the research hypothesized that
the public opinion factor is more influential among the others because they possess more
independence than the other factors, while the other factors, such as the political leaders,
would have influence from all other factors due to political interests, personal preferences,
and all political considerations. The research adopted the mix method that all qualitative
information collected went through the attitude scale created in this research, then
quantified and put into chronological order to see the trend in changes in each of the
factors to see the correlations between the variables identified. In conclusion, the research
findings supported the hypothesis that the public opinions factor is significantly
influential in this case, although all the factors have impact on the decisions made by each
other. Aside from that, this research also found that the political leaders and political
parties act as intermediate variables in this case study, rather than on the same level as all
other independent variables.



CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

1. Background

There 1s a saying that if human race were to end, it will not be because of natural

disasters, diseases, comets hitting our earth, or any other force majeure, but because of

failure in developing adequate foreign policies and international relations. In an era where

countries fight over each of their own national interests for ideology, or the political and

economic benefits through diplomatic means or confrontations, it is important for us to

understand international relations. This requires long term diplomatic strategies through

good communication skills and respect of the others.

Realists believe that, in the international system, states are the main actors in the

decision-making. The selfishness and power-seeking nature of individuals organize in

states for its own national interest; they struggle for power, and that results in

competitions and conflicts occur because there is no higher anarchy, and the idea of self-

help makes states believe that they can only rely on themselves (Mingst, 2008; Elman, C.

& Jensen, M. A., 2008). States act rationally after calculations of the possible gains and

consequences by learning from the history. However, what each state learns is never the

same as the others and thus act in different manners (Zakaria, 1992). This is why we see,

in cases of the territorial dispute, some states act more provokingly while some do not.



However, rather than focusing only on the state-actor, this research recognizes

more on the actors within a state as contributors in the decision-making process and the

implementations. Helen V. Milner, in her Interests, Institutions, and information, suggests

that on the domestic level, politics could be polyarchy and domestic politics do have effect

on decision-making (Milner, 1997). The decision-making behavior could be understood

from the international political situation of the country, but we should also look at its

political context (Simon, 1990). This research strives to suggest that not only the the state-

actors are important in the forming of foreign policies, but the domestic politics also have

effect on it.

2. Research Objective and significance

This paper aims to explore whether domestic politics could be highly influential

or only have a little influence on a country’s foreign policy depending on its political

context. This is a case study on the Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands dispute among the ROC

(Taiwan), the PRC (China), and Japan, however, focuses solely on the ROC (Taiwan).

Being an island nation, which currently have limited international influence over other

countries, Taiwan’s relatively low political power makes it a country highly dependent on

the larger and/or the neighboring nations, such as the USA, Japan, and China. However,

while external influences are critical, being the most democratic country among the other



two disputants, the domestic politics, which involves many different voices from within,

has a crucial standpoint to effect the final decision made. Understanding the political

contexts of a country is especially important in international relations. Moreover, figuring

out which one among the factors are more significant would help us understand the

background of a country better. As a country that is less studied and is often times

neglected in the international community, this research aims to bring attention to Taiwan’s

domestic politics as it is, nonetheless, one of the unique cases in the world.

3. Research Question

The purpose of this research is find out if we were to look at how the domestic

politics of the ROC (Taiwan) influence the making of its foreign policy, in the case of the

Diaoyutai/Senkaku disupute, “What are the main domestic political factors and which

among them is more influential in Taiwan regarding the Diaoyutai/Senkaku dispute, and

how?”

4. Organization of the thesis

This thesis research is conducted in five chapters. Chapter 1 highlights the

background of the research and consists of research objective, significance, and research

question. Chapter 2 examines literature reviews from the previous works of international

relations scholars in the realist perspective and digs into the importance of domestic



politics. And after further explores the main domestic political factors that would

influence the making of foreign policy, background of stances of the disputants on the

Diaoyutai/Senkaku dispute, the chapter then ends with the hypothesis of the research.

Chapter 3 discusses the methodology used to test the hypothesis along with the set of

variables, source of data, procedures, and limitation of the research. Chapter 4 explains

the applications of the methodology, and examines the relationships and correlations

between the independent variables (domestic political factors) and the dependent variable

(implemented foreign policy). Chapter 5 summarizes the findings of the research and

compares them with the research question and hypothesis, and addresses opportunities

for the future researches regarding this topic.



CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW AND HYPOTHESIS

In order to examine thoroughly with focus, most of the research in International
Relations can be organized into three levels of analysis. The three levels of analysis
introduced by Kennth Waltz are: Individual level, State level, and International system
level, which individual level of analysis focuses on the personality, perceptions, decisions
of the decision-maker and individual participants; state level focuses on the
characteristics of the state, type of government, economic system, and interest groups;
international level focuses on the characteristics of the international system, regional and
international organizations, as well as their strengths and weaknesses (Mingst, 2008;
Waltz, 1959). It is important for scholars to pay attention to all three levels because doing
so would help us to make logical deductions and be able to inspect all categories of
possible explanations (Mingst, 2008).

However, since this paper focuses mainly on the domestic political factors,
although the analysis covers all three levels and explains them comprehensively together,
the international level is only covered slightly. Before examining the main focus of the in
research, Taiwan, the literature review section first reviewed the key factors of analysis
suggested by many scholars. The chapter is divided into three parts. The first two focus

on the domestic level, which includes individual and state level: polyarchic domestic



politics, and major political factors, section three explains the main case study of the

research, the Diaoyutai/Senkaku dispute, lastly, stating the hypothesis.

1. Polyarchic Domestic Politics:

Realists believe that in the international system, states are the main actors in the

decision-making. The selfishness and power-seeking nature of individuals organize in

states for its own national interest; they struggle for power, and competitions and conflicts

occur because there is no higher anarchy (Hobbes, 2012). However, Helen V. Milner, in

her Interests, Institutions, and information, suggests that on the domestic level, politics

could be hierarchy, anarchy, or polyarchy, which lies in between the two on the spectrum;

state is not the unitary actor, and domestic politics do have effect on decision-making.

The domestic factors structure the possibilities and nature of international agreements,

and since international agreements create winners and losers domestically due to different

interest preferences, they also create supporters and opponents within a state (Milner,

1997). Thus, this research pays attention to the domestic factors and regards them more

prominent.

There are three factors to define the placement of a state on the spectrum. First,

policy preference of the domestic actors: a state is hierarchic when all actors have the

same preferences, but it is polyarchic when preferences vary. Second, power-sharing in



the institutions: a state is hierarchic when decision-making is not shared among the actors,

but it is polyarchic when it is shared. Third, the distribution of information: when the

control of information is not shared, it is hierarchic, but when all actors have access to

information, it is polyarchic (Milner, 1997). These factors are inter-crossable. For

instance, a state is polyarchic if power is shared and the actors have different preferences.

However, when power is shared but actors still have the same preferences, then it could

still be categorized as hierarchy and unitary and forms a national interest. In this case,

Taiwan could be categorized as a country with polyarchy; detailed explanations are in

Part Two as follows.

2. Major Political Factors:

Due to the complexity of politics, scholars have different focuses when it comes

to analyzing political factors. This research focuses on six political factors, which

includes: bureaucracy, political leaders, political parties, public opinions, media, and

interest groups. The economic factor is not discussed in order to keep this paper more

domestic oriented.

In the case of Taiwan, ever since the defeat in the Chinese Civil War with the

Communist Party, the Nationalist party of Kuomintang, which was the government of the

Republic of China, then retreated, or some say refuged, to the island of Taiwan in late



1940s. Beginning in the late 1980s, Taiwan moved from a one-party rule of military

dictatorship by the Kuomintang, gradually to a decentralized, democratized, and multi-

party representative system under the presidency of Lee Teng-Hui. The end of martial law

in the late 1980s also meant the end of “party-over-government”, which Kuomintang

party no longer held absolute power of the nation, and were to follow the ROC

constitution with the principle of separation of powers under five branches, or Yuan, of

the government, namely: Executive Yuan, Legislative Yuan, Judicial Yuan, Examination

Yuan, and Control Yuan. There was gradual increase of political competition with the

establishment of the Democratic Progressive Party (DDP), decrease of restrictions on

freedom of press and information, and increase importance of public opinions to decision-

making (Swaine & Mulvenon, 2001). This research thus examined the six political factors

which would influence the making of foreign policy and their roles in Taiwan.

2.1. Bureaucracy

The bureaucracy is a major part of the planning of a country’s development.

When dealing with issues, bureaucracy would try to resolve them with domestic political

experiences, which might sometimes constrain its foreign policy (Kissinger, 1966).

In Taiwan, the foreign policy decision body is usually the Executive Yuan, which

functions as a supporting body to the President, and is also obligated to report to the



Legislative Yuan. The premier, which is appointed by the President, has the power to

appoint the rest of the cabinet, including the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of

National Defense, Chairperson of the Mainland Affairs Council, and etc. (Executive Yuan

of the Republic of China (Taiwan), 2016). All foreign policies and diplomatic undertakes

are within the responsibilities of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; contact offices in foreign

countries are usually named as “Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office”

instead of Taiwan Embassy or ROC Embassy due to the unrecognized, while

controversial, status of Taiwan. However, nonetheless they still function as de facto

embassies.

2.2. Political Leaders

In Domestic Structure and Foreign Policy, Kissinger emphasizes on the

leadership of the states. He categorizes political leaders into three types: bureaucratic-

pragmatic, ideological, and revolutionary-charismatic. The choices made by the leaders

depend on their understanding of the nature on many different factors, and the most

important three includes: their experience during their rise, the social structure where they

live in, and their own value of society (Kissinger, 1966).

First, Bureaucratic-pragmatic leaders possess the same idea as the factor of

bureaucracy. This kind of leaders prefers to deal with actual cases rather than hypothetical



ones, and they are concerned with methods, rules, regulations, and actual knowledge

rather than judgments and values (Kissinger, 1966). Some scholars criticize this kind of

ruling as being inefficient and inflexible. Because of the lack of creativity, bureaucratic-

pragmatic leaders emphasize on the technical nature of problem and problem-solving, but

would not start before an agency or department is assigned and made responsible for the

problems (Cleva, 1989). However, as the name suggests, they are also more pragmatic.

Kissinger thinks that this kind of leaders have desire not to prejudge the process of

negotiations, therefore, they pause until certain rules and methods are made, and act

accordingly to them; they tend to retain flexibility for unpredictable events (Kissinger,

1966).

The second type is ideological leaders. Leaders are highly influenced by the

ideology they grow up with, or exposed to. This is especially significant in the Marxist-

Leninist or communist hierarchy where the basic categories of thought are highly affected.

They focus extremely on security. Ideological leaders attempt to make the country capable

to be independent of the decisions made by other countries, and achieve absolute security,

where “absolute security for one country means absolute insecurity for all others”

(Kissinger, 1966). Associating with communist leadership, ideological leaders are more

single-minded, unemotional, and motivated for power; they rise by eliminating all

10



possible opponents, either bureaucratically or even physically. And this applies to either

domestic and international problems, too, which they have tendency to see different

opinions and interests as displays of dissent, and often times causes the disagreements to

be more difficult to resolve (Kissinger, 1966).

The third type of leaders is revolutionary-charismatic. Leaders of this type are

more interested in common opinions; they are always in constant revolutions against

others to maintain power and are more commonly seen in newly developed states. They

focus on the future, which they think the significant reality is the world they aim to bring,

rather than the world they are overcoming; they see a vision of the future, and see it as a

quest for political power. (Kissinger, 1966). Because of their background, their behavior

is often difficult to predict. Revolutionary-charismatic leaders are also more willing to

take risks, and initiate major foreign policy changes, and their goal of creating new values

and goals, are also more likely to develop new political directions (Maoz, 1990).

All political leaders have the same desire in their political careers, which is to

get reelected and/or implement their own goal, or party program (Milner, 1997). The

motivation for policy choices are mostly because of electoral considerations, and this is

affected by two factors: economy and preference of interest groups. Maintaining the

country in a good position helps the political leader to stay in the office, or, voters might

11



change their support to others if the economy declines. Since all political leaders are seat-

seeking, they need to win the election through campaigns. In order to run campaigns, they

also need resources from the interest groups who provide resources for them. Therefore,

redistribution of policies, or proposed policies, would have to favor those interest groups

in return. With the two factors, political leaders would choose policies that improves

national economy and secures the interests of the interest groups (Milner, 1997).

The President in Taiwan, as the head of state, should be elected directly by the

population. He or she, during the term of presidency, should have the power to command

armed forces, promulgate laws and decrees, and, with the approval and confirmation of

the Legislative Yuan, declare martial law (Office of the President of the Republic of China

(Taiwan), 2016). According to the Constitution, the President may also appoint the

premier and all other ministers, as well as dissolving the Legislative Yuan. In

determinations of major policies in national security, such as, national defense, foreign

affairs, and cross-strait relations with the People’s Republic of China, the President may

also establish a National Security Council as an advisory organization (Office of the

President of the Republic of China (Taiwan), 2016). The President may also have

considerable power if his or her political party enjoys majority seats in the Legislative

Yuan (Swaine & Mulvenon, 2001).

12



2.3. Political Parties

Similar to the political leaders, political parties need seats in the legislature to

implement their political agendas which they need votes from the public and supports

from interest groups to be elected, or reelected, and maintaining good economy through

relevant policies (Moravcsik, 1991). As stated earlier, interest groups are important to

political parties because they are the big parts of the resources for campaigns.

However, the interest groups for the political leaders might not be the same as

the ones for political parties due to differences in political systems in different countries

(Milner, 1997). In a parliamentary system where the prime minister is elected by the

legislators, their interests usually similar. However, in a presidential system which the

political leader (president) and legislators are elected separately, the political leader would

be focusing national constituency, and legislators are more focused on each of their own

district. This kind of system creates possibility for having a divided government, which

one party controls the executive office and another controls the legislature, and different

interests among them requires all of them to work together. This works best when it is a

multiparty system which major parties still depend on coalition of parties to pass their

bills and policies (Milner, 1997). Political parties do not control policy-making totally;

they need supports from the public, interest groups, and also support from the president

13



candidates who are also running campaigns because the interest groups or public supports

often times overlap.

As a country that adopts democratic presidential and multi-party system, the

political parties and the politicians would have different agendas from the one running

for president due to differences in focus. The multi-party system which started in the late

1980s also made the power distribution polyarchy since each party would have each of

their own philosophy and agenda. These politicians, who are elected to be the legislators,

would have the certain powers in the Legislative Yuan. Functions and powers of the

Legislative Yuan include deciding statutory bills, budgetary bills, martial law, amnesties,

declaration of war or peace, treaties, and etc. All laws or acts have to be passed by the

Legislative Yuan and promulgated by the president before coming into force. Other

important affairs also include proposition to amending the Constitution or national

boundaries, and impeachment of the president (Legislative Yuan of the Republic of China

(Taiwan), 2016).

2.4. Public Opinions

As mentioned above, political leaders need votes from public support to win the

election and stay in office. Therefore, international cooperation, dispute resolutions, and

any foreign policies would need acceptance from the relevant interest groups and

14



individuals in order to be effective (Diesing, 1962); policies would have difficulty in

succeeding if they cannot attract a domestic political consensus (Baker, 1995). With the

concern of domestic acceptability, political decision-makers would take domestic

sentiment into account; it should be a preceding concern that must be addressed before

all other factors (Diesing, 1962; Geva & Mintz, 1993).

Since domestic acceptability is such a crucial factor, how to enhance it becomes

a major point, too. Barbara Farnham categorized two strategies for improving

acceptability in her journal article Impact of the Political Context on Foreign Policy. First,

traditional strategy: political decision-makers, or leaders, desire to serve several values in

order to attract more supports. Thus, blending and combining of elements, or even

modifying existing ones into a new one would be a possible solution. This kind of strategy

is often rational because it is a compromise between several ideas; it recognizes the

conflicting ideas and pay attention to the substantive concerns. Second, biased strategy:

this kind of strategy covers up the major conflicts and avoid to resolve them. Although

the conflict is recognized, leaders choose to sacrifice some substance in order to get

acceptability (Farnham, 2004).

The relationship between the elite group and the public group would influence

the way decisions are made. Risse-Kappen introduces this idea in his Public Opinion,

15



Domestic Structure, and Foreign Policy in Liberal Democracies; a country is either elite-

led or mass-led, which mass-led countries are highly pressured and influenced by public,

societal interest groups, and the political parties, while elite-led countries are centralized

with strong bureaucracies, and are more capable to resist public demands (Risse-Kappen,

1991). Mass-led system is bottom-up, and the public has impact on the foreign policy-

making process; the public might be able to change the policy goals and priority directly

with their votes, or they could influence the coalition-building among elites indirectly;

this kind of societal control of policy network enables public opinions to be highly

influential. However, there are multiple opinions within the public. In a democratic

structure, public opinions could be coming from three major groups: mass public,

attentive public, and issue public. Which attentive public means the group with interest

in politics, and issue public is the groups that have particular interest in certain issue.

Elite-led system is top-down, and the public is easily manipulated by the political leader

because: first, the polices or issues might not be significant to them. Second, the

knowledge of the issues is generally low. And Third, public opinion is simply unstable.

This kind of state-dominated system would preserve the decision-making process

exclusively to the elite, and public opinions would much —likely to be passed over.

However, there are also sub-groups even within an elite-led system, too; different elite

16



groups will try to convince their respective general public or interest groups for power

(Risse-Kappen, 1991). Nonetheless, a kind of system that lies in between the two is also

possible. This is best illustrated by democratic corporatism, where political and societal

actors are both engaged in the negotiation processes to find a compromising policy for all

(Risse-Kappen, 1991).

Enhancement of public acceptability could be done through education and media.

While education is usually led by the government system (elite-led), media could be either

elite-led or mass-led. In an elite-led system, political leaders would their propaganda

resources and mass media to demonize the other party when there is a dispute. Or, they

can use their resources and media to beautify the other party when they are trying to

cooperate. In a mass-led system, public opinions could push political leaders to adopt

policies they prefer (Kaufman, 2001; Kim, 2014).

Taiwan seems to be more of a mass-led society where public opinions do have

influence on the policies made by the government. Since both the president and legislators

are both directly elected by the people, the people are said to have certain power and

influence over the decision-making of the politicians. Party leaders as well as most

politicians have become gradually relying on the voters, and the party strategies are

increasing linked to public opinions and elections, while less concerned with the original

17



party ideology (Swaine & Mulvenon, 2001). For instance, although its original party

ideology aims for the official recognition of Taiwan, the DDP has been keeping it down

since its overall victory in the 2016 presidency and legislative elections; while bills on

amending the constitution and territory should be easily passed with its 69 out of the 113

seats, the DDP has been focusing on transitional reforms regarding KMT’s 40 years of

authoritarian rule in the past because it has been a major concern of the voters

(Democratic Progressive Party, 2016).

2.5. Media

Media is highly valued by the government because it has become easier and

easier for the public to access information through various means, and the information

that they provide to the public is thus important. Televisions and the internet have become

a major influence in foreign policy making; public polls might not necessarily be

conducted but the government will surely use the media to collect public opinions with

the comments and reactions from the them as one of the decision-making factors (Chen

S.,2014). Since not all medias are state-owned in democratic countries, they can be either

opportunities or dangers, because medias are also a group of interest groups which

possesses their own interests and preferences as well.

18



The freedom of press in Taiwan is one of the freest in Asia, where the constitution

protects basic freedom of speech and expression of political perspectives is also

unrestricted; Taiwan scores 26/100 (0=best, and 100=worst) in 2015 for freedom of press

(Freedom House , 2018). However, in a country with population of 23 million, the media

industry in Taiwan is highly competitive that whether they are to write in favor of the

public or the political parties is of question and part of this research.

2.6. Interest Groups

Interest groups, by definition, means ‘“any association of individual or

organizations that on the basis of one or more shared concerns, attempt to influence public

policy in its favor usually by lobbying members of the government” (Martini, 2012).

Interest groups could be categorized into three sub-groups: economic, professional, and

public interest, which economic interest groups include business corporations or

organizations, are the main lobbying group to the political actors. Economic interest

groups usually influence political decisions through direct negotiations with officials,

commenting on media, or providing resources to run their campaigns. Resources include

not only financial funding, but also expert knowledge on issues and information of

opinions of others (Martini, 2012). There are pros and cons of having interest groups as

long as they do it appropriately. Interest groups could help to improve decision-making
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by providing useful knowledge and data for certain issues depending on their expertise,
and they can help to keep their eyes on the legislative process. However, some interest
groups provide too much undue benefits to the political actors that involves administrative
bribery and political corruptions, or sometimes even promise them with positions in the
private sector in the future and use this for more lobbying in the future (Martini, 2012).
the interest groups within Taiwan might be able to use influence the making of
the policy through professional knowledge, campaign funding, political contributions, or

personal interests.

3. The Diaoyutai/Senkaku Dispute:

The Diaoyutai/Senkaku Dispute between the ROC (Taiwan), the PRC, and Japan
has been a tough issue since the 1970s. It is not until September and December 1971 that
the ROC (Taiwan) and the PRC started claiming the islands respectively after the potential
gas and oil discovery by the ECAFE' in 1968 (Shaw, 1999). All three disputants have
been claiming the islands with their own justifications, which Japan mainly focuses on
Treaty Law and Effective Control, the ROC (Taiwan) mainly focuses on Treaty Law and

History, and the PRC has the same justifications with Taiwan, however from the

I ECAFE: United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East.
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perspective that Taiwan is a breakaway province of the PRC that is yet to be reunified
(Nakauchi, 2004; Shaw, 1999).

All three disputants have different interpretations on the treaties signed between
1895 to the end of the World War Two. The ROC (Taiwan) is mainly arguing from the
Treaty of Shimonoseki and the administrative status of the islands during the Japanese
occupation in Taiwan, which they consider the islands as appertaining or belonging
islands of Formosa (Taiwan) before the treaty, and also it was administrated by the
Taihoku (now Taipei) prefectural government during the Japanese era in Taiwan until
1945, they should be returned to the ROC. (Shaw, 1999). The PRC, on the other hand,
has the same basic interpretations with the ROC (Taiwan), however, since they claim the
sovereignty over the island of Taiwan and see the ROC government as a political entity
in history, the Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands should also belong to the PRC (Shaw, 1999).
Japan, however, does not find the islands appertaining or belonging to Taiwan, and refutes
with their discovery-occupation justification based on International Law® (Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Japan, 2016). However, even if we look at the treaties signed after World

War Two, from a textual approach, Japan cannot fully say that they have the sovereignty

2 Japan claims that they have the islands before the treaty; the islands were incorporated into Japanese

territory in January 1895, which was three months before the signing of the Treaty of Shimonoseki in April

1895.
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over the islands since none of the treaties mention about the sovereignty of
Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands, specifically’. The Okinawa Reversion Treaty in 1971, which
USA gave Okinawa prefecture back to Japan, also does not mention about the sovereignty
even though the disputed islands were under USA administration as well' (Chi M., 2010;
Beukel, 2011). These different interpretations of treaties make the Treaty Law approach
unhelpful to the dispute, and leave the other justifications debatable.

Therefore, while it is controversial to judge which disputant’s justifications are
more acceptable and adoptable, this research strives to find out in what ways have the
Taiwanese government been working on to keep itself not only as a legitimate disputant,
but also to work on coming up with a more both domestically and internationally
acceptable policy regarding the dispute.

4. Hypothesis:
The public opinion is more influential than other factors because people can

reflect their thoughts through the public polls more without the interference of other

% Cairo Communique, Potsdam Declaration, Treaty of Taipei, and San Francisco Treaty of Peace.
* The treaty stipulates that USA “relinquished” all rights and interests in the islands and Japan shall exercise
all powers of administration, legislation, and jurisdiction over the territory and inhabitants (Okinawa

Reversion Treaty, 1971).
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factors, and by casting their opinions, their interests become the political interests of the

other factors as well.
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CHAPTER 3: METHODOLOGY

In order to answer the research question of “which domestic political factor is

more influential in Taiwan regarding the Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands dispute? And How?”,

this research used the mixed method of both qualitative and quantitative analysis on the

case study of Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands. By quantifying qualitative data, this research

was able to examine the influence of independent variables over the dependent variable.

1. Variables and Source of Data:

Since the question is about how the factors affect the policy, the variables are

identified as follows:

a) Independent varaibles (IVs), which are the domestic factors that would influence

the making of the policy, are the six factors of Bureaucracy, Political Leaders,

Political Parties, Public Opinions, media, and Interest Groups.

b) On the other hand, the dependent variable (DV) would be the policy affected by

the independent variables above.

The time scope of the research was limited to from the mid-1990s to early 2010s

for a better focus of examination. This period of time covers two political transfers and

also democratization in Taiwan, which there were more changes in the stances of political
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leaders and parties to see. To identify the influences of the factors, this paper first selected

the actors in the list below, which also shows the source of data and information of each

of the variables:

a)

b)

d)

Policy (DV): Since policies are usually announced by the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, information was collected from official statements by the MoFA

announced in the official website, and newspaper articles which cover the

questions and answers in from the official press conferences.

Bureaucracy (IV): information was collected from official statements by the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced in the official website of the MoFA,

agencies related to the disputed, and newspaper articles which cover the questions

and answers in from the official press conferences.

Political Leader (IV): From the 1990s, three politicians were elected as the

President of the ROC (Taiwan), namely: Lee Teng-Hui, Chen Shui-Bian, and Ma

Ying-Jeou. Stances of each of the political leader were identified from the official

statements delivered by the spokesman of the President’s Office in official press

conferences, which were then collected through news articles.

Political Parties (IV): Although there are always more than 5 political parties

participating in the politics of Taiwan, this paper only examined the stances of the
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two of the major political parties that have always been having the largest

representations in the Legislative Yuan of Taiwan; the Kuo Ming Tang (KMT) and

the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) were the main focus for the political

party factors.

Public Opinions (IV): Information was collect from public polls made by agencies

such as China Times Center of Public Opinion, Era Survey, TVBS Poll Center,

and the Election Study Center of National Chengchi University.

Media (IV): Information are collected from news articles and opinion columns

from major news agencies. Opinion columns were added to further examine the

media since newspapers tend to express their truth stance and opinion through the

columns as they are selected to be published by the agencies themselves, while

trying to remain neutral on the news articles. Out of the major newspaper agencies,

I have selected two agencies with each of them on the different side of political

spectrum based on general knowledge. Liberty Times reports are usually more

supportive on the DPP side and columns are written by pro-independence and

Japan-friendly columnists who are either political commentators, professors, or

normal citizens. On the other hand, China Times are more supportive on the KMT

side and columns are written by pro-China and anti-Japan columnists who are
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either political commentators, professors, or normal citizens. However, rather than

looking at the tone and attitudes of the news agencies continuously from the 1990s

to 2010s, this research decided to pick specific times within the years to narrow it

down more. For instance, by looking at the results from Google Trend throughout

the years since interests from the public are drawn by the actual events occurred.

Setting topic keywords in English as “Senkaku Islands™, “Diaoyu Islands”, and

“Diaoyutai Islands”, the Search Interest peaks in 2005, 2010 and 2012; the Search

Interest shows similar results when topic keywords were inputted in the languages

written in the three countries, which “ZRREEEE"  (Senkaku Shotou) is Japanese

used in Japan, “¥JfE ;" (Diaoyu Dao) is Simplified Chinese used in the PRC,

and “§YF 5 “ (Diaoyutai)is Traditional Chinese used in Taiwan; Figure 1 and

2 are the Google Trend results for topic searched in these different languages.

Thus, for a better comparison, this research picked year 2005 for the time under

the DPP/Chen Administration and year 2012 for the time under the KMT/Ma

Administration because there were more number of incidents and had more

attentions from the disputants and public that it would be easier to see the

differences in the factors over time as a comparison. Out of the 9 incidents

recorded from 2005 and 2006, and the 47 incidents in 2012, I have selected one
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incident from each time that were considered critical especially in Taiwan;

incidents on June 8, 2005, and September 25, 2012; See Appendix 1 for the stories

in detail.

Figure 1: Google Trend results in English

® Senkaku Islands @ Diaoyu islands Diaoyutai islands Worldwide, 2004 - present

Interest over time

4
AN
A

- /\M_A A A Note A

Figure 2: Figure 5: Google Trend results in the three languages used in the three

countries

o RMEE e NED nRae Worldwide, 2004 - present

—Note

Source: Google Trend (2018). Retrieved from: https://trends.google.com/trends/?geo=US.

g) Interest Groups (IV): Information of related interest groups was narrowed down

to the funders of the news agencies selected in the public opinion section due to
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lack of specific information’ useable for the identification of correlations.
2. Method of Evaluation and Procedures:
This paper did the evaluations by coding and scaling to represent the attitudes of
different factors regarding the dispute and incidents selected during the time frame:
1) +1: Strong and provocative tone: stating the sovereignty over the islands with
words such as “waging war” or “fortitude to risk war”.
2) +0.5: Strong but non-provocative tone: stating the sovereignty over the islands
and condemning the actions of disputant.
3) 0: Moderate tone: Stating the sovereignty over the islands and hope to resolve the
problem through diplomatic and peaceful means.
4) -0.5: Weak but still with dignity: Stating the sovereignty over the islands but try
to avoid saying such by changing the focus to other topics, such as fishery right.
5) -1: Weak and no dignity: Avoid stating the sovereignty over the islands or merely

saying the ROC (Taiwan) does not have the sovereignty.

The analysis started by sorting the major events (announcements of policy and

meeting between diplomatic representatives) and the incidents (detentions and

5 E.g.: Information of fund transcripts from corporations to political parties or leaders.
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deportations of vessels due to crossing of boarders) in chronological order. And then by

using the attitude scale shown above, the changes in attitude of the different domestic

factors (IVs) over time were able to be seen. I then compared the changes in the

independent variables to see whether or not there was a correlation among them, and then

also compared the independent variables with the dependent variable to see whether or

not the changes in the policy or attitudes were caused by the independent variables.

3. Limitations:

a) Variables: There could be some other domestic factors as well as external factors

that would be influencing the making of foreign policy. However, this research

only focused on factors of bureaucracy, political parties, political leaders, public

opinions, media, and interest groups.

b) Time: The time scope of this research was limited to only roughly the recent 20

years; results could have been different if the time before 1990s was included to

the research.

¢) Source of data: Only articles from China Times were examined for the tones and

attitudes of the different factors in the 1990s due to lack of access into databases

of other Taiwanese news agencies from overseas. Therefore, some articles might

have been written in a biased way that would lead to a false interpretation of
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d)

attitudes. Regarding the media, only two of the very opposite news agencies,

Liberty Times and China Times, were chosen that some other perspectives from

other news agencies might be missing.

Personal bias: Since the evaluation relied on my own interpretations regarding the

tones and attitudes of the factors, the rating might have been somehow subjective.

However, this paper attempted to avoid been too subjective that, not only two

agencies with the very opposite stances were chosen, but also that the

interpretations of tones were done with the same standard.

31



CHAPTER 4: ANALYSIS
1. Changes in The Foreign Policy (DV)

Two major policies and one agreement made regarding the Diaoyutai/Senkaku
Islands were made from 1996 to 2013: 1) “Four Principles of 1996” made in September
1996; 2) East China Sea Peace Initiative made in September 2012; 3) Taiwan-Japan
Fishery Agreement made in April 2013 after 17 times of negotiations over 17 years. The
following 3 parts explains them through the periods of three presidencies in Taiwan.

1.1. During Lee Teng-Hui’s Presidency (May 1996 — May 2000)

After Japan ratified its Law on the Exclusive Economic Zone and the Continental
Shelf in June 1996, Taiwanese fishermen’s fishery zones around the Diaoyutai/Senkaku
Islands had been narrowed down; deportations or detentions of the fishermen started
become more and more common around the area. As Taiwan was unable to participate in
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1983 due to the pressure from
the PRC, Taiwan and Japan began to have their own meetings regarding fishery around
the disputed islands; meetings began in August 1996 with the two parties of Association

of East Asian Relations from Taiwan and Exchange Association® from Japan (Chang &

¢ Exchange Association: A foundation under the MoFA of Japan which functions as a de facto Japan Embassy
in Taiwan due to the absence of formal diplomatic ties. The association was renamed as Japan-Taiwan

Exchange Association in 2017.
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Chen, 1996). The 1* to 5™ Taiwan-Japan Fishery Meetings (5 H 235 #]) were done
during the Lee Administration before May 2000; and topics moved from mainly about
sovereignty over the islands to gradually including the discussion on the protocols in the
overlapping EEZ between the two countries as Taiwan also ratified its Law on the
Exclusive Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf in January 1998 (Hsieh, 2016).
Aside from that, the MoFA also established a special group for Diaoyutai affairs (£
FEZE T /E/NH) on September 12, 1996 with four main principles, hereinafter called as
the 4 principles of 1996, which stipulated that the dispute of the islands should be resolved
with principles of 1) Safeguarding Sovereignty; 2) Resolving by peace; 3) No cooperation
with the PRC; 4) Fishing right as first priority. (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of China (Taiwan), 2012) These four principles were decided by the Diaoyutai
Special group (FYF# £ B2/ \4H), under the supervision of the MoFA, to work as a
Think-thank group for the government to deal with issues related to the disputed islands

(Lee C. , 1996)

1.2. During Chen Shui-Bian’s Presidency (May 2000 — May 2008)

During the era of Chen administration, the MoFA did not come up with a new policy
other than the 4 principles of 1996. However, the fishery meeting carried on and

amendments were made. The 6™ to 10" Taiwan-Japan Fishery Meetings continued to have
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no consensus about the sovereignty but had begun to talk about more specific topics such
as discussions on borderlines of the EEZ and the legislation of the related laws, as well
as approving Taiwanese fishing vessels to enter the Japanese EEZ (Lu C. , 2008).

However, things started becoming more challenging for Taiwan after Japan and the
PRC signed their fishery agreement in June 2000. After the 11" fishery meeting, Japan
had been refusing to have negotiations with Taiwan due to China’s One China Policy. The
12" to 14™ fishery meetings, although the scope had become more specific than before,
which was about the fishing protocols on 27th parallel north and south between the two
parties, there was still no consensus made (Hsieh, 2016).

Aside from many other incidents (either deportations or detentions; a total of 54
times), a major incident happened on June 8, 2005. Taiwanese fishing vessels entered the
overlapping EEZ of two and were stopped by a Japanese coast guard vessel. The
Taiwanese coast guard also arrived and stated the stance of Taiwan regarding the EEZ.
Nonetheless, the incident ended with no injuries, and even further helped to bring about
the 15" fishery meeting between Taiwan and Japan (Hsieh, 2016). A draft was made for
the fishing protocols on 27th parallel north and south between the two parties, however,
Taiwan refused the proposal by Japan because the fishing zone is mainly skipjack tuna,

which does not have high economic values (Lu C. , 2011).
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1.3. During Ma Ying-Jeou’s Presidency (May 2008 — May 2013)

During the era of Ma Administration, two policies had been implemented: East China
Sea Peace Initiative and Taiwan-Japan Fishery Agreement; proposed and ratified in 2012
and 2013 respectively. However, things were not quite successful before 2012.

Right in beginning of Ma’s first term of presidency, an incident occurred that a
Taiwanese fishing vessel sunk due to a collision with the Japanese coast guard vessels on
June 10, 2008. Both the MoFA and the Executive Yuan were quite provocative; the
Executive Yuan responded to the legislators during an interpellation that “We should have
the fortitude to risk war”, and the MoFA said that the government was considering
recalling the TECRO representative from Japan. These statements, not only brought about
the official apology from Japan, but also the 16™ fishery meeting. The Vice-
Representative of Exchange Association paid a visit t o the fisherman whose vessel was
sunken with the official compensation from Japan; topics discussed during the 16" fishery
meeting in February 2009 included discussions on the mechanism for emergency contacts
and protocol for law-enforcing on the sea (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
China (Taiwan), 2012). Yet, after the meeting, there were still a total of 14 times
detentions by the Japanese government from 2010 to 2012 (Lin S. , 2014), and Japan also

ratified the bill of nationalizing the disputed island on September 11, 2012 (Su & Lee,
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2012).

In fact, just 4 days before Japan nationalizing the islands, Ma formally proposed his
new policy towards the dispute, East China Sea Peace Initiative, which includes principles
of “safeguarding sovereignty, shelving disputes, pursuing peace and reciprocity, and
promoting joint exploration and development.” The proposition strives to ask all
disputants to keep calm and put aside the problem of sovereignty of the island but focus
on the cooperation for fishing, mining, marine science research and maritime
environmental protection, and develop a formal code of conduct (Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of China (Taiwan), 2012). The Japanese government seemed as if
they did not take this proposal into consideration at that time and still ratified the bill of
nationalizing the islands.

The Taiwanese fishermen then organized a demonstration on September 25, 20127,
After the demonstration, the minister of Foreign Affairs, Timothy Yang Chin-Tien, had a
meeting with the head of Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association, Imai Tadashi. The MoFA
did not accept Japan’s discontent and protest because Taiwan does not recognize Japan’s
unilateral decision on nationalizing the island without discussing with the disputants.

Other than that, the minister also said that Taiwan would never cooperate with PRC on

" See Appendix 1.
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this issue, and restated again that Taiwan proposed the “East China Sea Peace Initiative"
to resolve the issue (Cheng M. , 2012).

On March 11, 2013, which was the second Great East Japan Earthquake memorial
ceremony, Taiwan was invited as an official guest and was also offered an official apology
from Japan for the absence of invitation to the memorial ceremony on the year before®
(Hsieh, 2016). A month later, the 17" fishery meeting finally took place and a bilateral
agreement was finally signed. Although the dispute remained unresolved, the fishing area
for Taiwanese fishermen was finalized to be between 27th parallel South and north from
the Yaeyama Islands and Miyako Islands of Japan, however, excluding the area within 12
nautical miles from the Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands, as shown in the figure below
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of China (Taiwan), 2012); the red line
indicates the EEZ line claimed by Japan and the blue line indicates the EEZ line claimed
by Taiwan (ROC), and the area in blue is the fishing area for Taiwanese vessels as agreed
in the Taiwan-Japan Fishery Agreement. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, David Lin
Yung-Lo, responded to the press that Taiwan (ROC)’s stance on the sovereignty remains

unchanged that the government would still follow the protocol when foreign vessels,

8 Due to Chinese pressure, Taiwan was not invited to the ceremony in 2012 although Taiwan was the second
biggest donor (a total of 29.2 billion Yen); however, as Taiwan was invited in 2012, China boycotted to come

to the event.
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including China, enter the area. However, this fishery agreement safeguards the safety

and right of the fishermen without concerns of the interference of the Japanese coast guard

vessels; this agreement confirms the friendship between Taiwan and Japan (Chen, Hung,

& Chiu, 2013). The Japanese Prime Minister of that time, Shinzo Abe, also commented

that Taiwan is an important partner, and this fishery agreement means a lot to the Asia-

Pacific region; this is a big progress on regional safety (Huang C. , 2013).

Figure 3: Middle-line agreed upon the Taiwan-Japan Fishery Agreement
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1.4. Changes in the Policies

The policy on the disputed island did not change much over the time. However, new
elements of perspective were added over time. Although Taiwan (ROC) had never given
up on reaffirming the sovereignty over the islands and had always seem to promote
resolving the dispute by peaceful means, prioritizing fishing rights, and reconfirming no
cooperation with the PRC. Interestingly, not only was the principle of “No cooperation
with the PRC” especially pointed out every time the agencies responded to the press, but
also it was more frequent during the time of second and third incidents, which was the
time under the Ma administration (KMT); it was pointed out only once during Lee’s era,
3 times during Chen’s era, but 6 times already during Ma’s era before 2013°.

Nonetheless, comparing with the time before Ma, the Ma Administration had greater
achievement than Lee and Chen that the situation had become more peaceful and stable
as the East China Sea Peace Initiative was proposed and the Taiwan-Japan Fishery
Agreement was signed. The table below shows the statements, meeting topics, and

policies by the bureaucratic agencies of MoFA from 1996 to 2013.

% The ROC (Taiwan) stated many times that the government would never cooperate with the PRC regarding
the disputed islands; the information was examined using keywords such as, H# A\ LI (PRC), 1[5
(China), X[ (Mainland), H1E{ kK (Mainland China), ¥f/# (The other side), and H14(Communist China).
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Table 1: Timeline from May 1996 to April 2013

Timeline from May 1996 to April 2013

on the Exclusive
Economic Zone and
the Continental
Shelf

Era Date Title Descriptions (Main topic)
1996.06.14 Japan ratified its
Law on the
Exclusive Economic
Zone and the
Continental Shelf
1996.07.20 Law on the More deportations and
Exclusive Economic | detentions of the Taiwanese
Zone and the fishing vessels.
Continental Shelf
took into effect.
1996.08.03 1* Taiwan-Japan Sovereignty
Fishery Meeting
1996.09.12 MoFA’s 4 Principles | 1) Safeguarding Sovereignty;
of 1996 2) Resolving by peace;
3) No cooperation with the
] PRC;
Lee Teng-Hui 4) Fishing right as first
Administration .
priority
1997.12.17 2" Taiwan-Japan Sovereignty
Fishery Meeting
1998.01.21 Taiwan ratified Law

1998.01-2000.05

3"_5" Taiwan-Japan

Fishery Meeting

1) Sovereignty;
2) Protocols for the
overlapping EEZ

1998.03.18

Japan-China Fishery

Agreement

Regarding the concern of the
meeting of Japan and China
on the issue of fishery, the
MoFA stated:

1) Safeguarding Sovereignty
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2) No cooperation with
China

Chen Shui-Bian

Administration

2000.06 Japan-China Fishery | Signed
Agreement
2000.06.-09 6"-10" Taiwan- 1) Sovereignty
Japan Fishery 2) Discussions on drawing of
Meeting the borderlines on the
EEZ and the legislation of
the related laws
3) Discussion on approving
Taiwanese pacific saury
fishing vessels to enter the
Japanese EEZ
2001.06 1" Taiwan-Japan 1) Sovereignty
Fishery Meeting 2) Discussions on drawing of
the borderlines on the
EEZ and the legislation of
the related laws
3) Discussion on approving
Taiwanese pacific saury
fishing vessels to enter the
Japanese EEZ
2002.03.27 MoFA restated the 4 | MoFA’s response during an
principles of 1996. | interpellation for the disputed
islands in the Legislative
Yuan.
2003.03-06, 12™-14™ Taiwan- 1) Sovereignty
2004.09 Japan Fishery 2) Fishing protocols on 27th
Meeting parallel north and south.

2005.06.13, 17

Fishing vessels
deported

Regarding the deportation of

Taiwanese fishing vessels on

June 8, 2005. MoFA said they

will:

1) Safeguard the sovereignty

2) No cooperation with
China
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2005.06.08 Clash Taiwanese fishing vessels
entered the overlapping EEZ
and were confronted by the
Japanese coast guards.

2006.10.26 MOoFA restated the 4 | MoFA’s response to questions

principles of 1996. | regarding a clash between
Taiwanese fishing vessels and
Japanese coast guards.
2005.07.29 15™ Taiwan-Japan 1) Sovereignty
Fishery Meeting 2) Fishing protocols on 27th
parallel north and south.
3) Japan’s proposal on the
borderline
2008.06.10 Taiwanese fishing Executive Yuan and MoFA
vessel crashed and | both delivered strong
sunk statements.

2008.06.17 Official apology and | Regarding the incident in

compensation from | early June.
the Exchange
Association.
2009.02 16™ Taiwan-J apan 1) Sovereignty
Fishery Meeting 2) Emergency contact
mechanism
. 3) Law-enforcing protocol
Ma Ying-Jeou .
Administration 2010.09.14 MOoFA restated the 4 | As the Japan-US joint
principles of 1996. | military drill took place
around the area, MoFA
reiterated again.

2010.10.19 Chinese vessels AEAR responded to the press
that there will be no
cooperation with China and
the incident with Chinese
fishing vessel had nothing to
do with Taiwan.

2011.03.11 Great East Japan Taiwan donated 29.2 billion

Earthquake Yen (2™ biggest donor) to the
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Japanese Red Cross Society

2012.03.11

Memorial ceremony
of the earthquake

Taiwan was not invited due to

Chinese pressure.

2012.07.12,19,26

Clash between the
parties

A Taiwanese activist carried a
PRC flag to the disputed area.
MOoFA responded that there
would be no cooperation with
China

2012.08.16 No cooperation with China
2012.09.07 Japan nationalizing
the disputed islands
2012.09.11 East China Sea 1) Safeguarding sovereignty
Peace Initiative 2) Shelving disputes
proposed 3) Pursuing peace and
reciprocity
4) Promoting joint
exploration and
development.”
2012.09.25 925 Bao-Diao Fishing vessels gathered in
Movement protest for Japan nationalizing
the islands.
2013.03.11 Memorial ceremony | Taiwan was invited to the
of the earthquake ceremony and was offered an
official apology; China
boycotted to come.
2013.04.10 17" Taiwan-J apan Fishing area finalized:
fishery meeting From 27th parallel South and
(agreement signed) | north from the Yaeyama
Islands and Miyako Islands;
excluding the area within 12
nautical miles from the
Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands
2013.04.11 Comment on the MoFA stated that:

Taiwan-Japan

Fishery Agreement

1) Dispute on the
sovereignty is shelved but

not given up
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2) There will be no
cooperation with China
3) Japan is an important

partner.

2013.04.23

Japanese PM Abe
gave positive
comment on the

fishery agreement

Source: Information collected from A study on Taiwan-Japan Fishery Agreement: A viewpoint of Sea Power

Theory (Hsieh, 2016).

So, what is causing the change in tones and the progress of the policy? This research

then further examined the correlations between foreign policies (dependent variable) and

the domestic political factors (independent variables).

2. Changes in The Domestic Political Factors (IVs)

2.1. Bureaucracy

All policies concerning the economic and political activities between Taiwan and

Japan are all discussed and proposed through the Taiwan-Japan Relations Association

(formerly The Association of East Asian Relations, AEAR), an agency registered as a

civil organization however functions under the MoFA with personnel from directly

dispatched from the MoFA and the Ministry of Economic Affairs (Taiwan-Japan

Relations Association, 2018). All former directors have close relationships with Japan

and Japan-friendly politicians regardless of political party in power. For instance, the third

appointed director who served from October 1996 to August 2001, Lin Chin-Chin, was
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the secretary of the ROC ambassador in Japan in 1959, the ROC ambassador in Japan
from 1993 to 1996 during Lee Teng-Hui’s presidency, and then the director of the Taiwan-
Japan Relations Association from 1996 to 2001. The 7™ appointed director, Chen Hung-
Chi, was the ROC vice ambassador in Japan in 2004, and then served as the director of
the Taiwan-Japan Relations Association from 2007 to 2009 (Taiwan-Japan Relations
Association, 2018).

As mentioned in the previous section, policies over the years did not change much
even though there were 2 transfers of political power. One way to explain this is because
there was respect in professions fro the bureaucrats in Taiwan. For instance, the two
former directors of the association, Lin and Chen, served through the times of transfer of
power in 2000 from KMT (Lee) to DPP (Chen), and 2008 from DPP (Chen) to KMT (Ma).
This is different from other top-rank officials, such as ministers and ambassadors, that are
always replaced and appointed after every transfer of power. The case of Taiwan-Japan
Relations Association is unique that, although it is in a higher position than the TECRO
in Japan, the director and former directors are not replaced along with the transfer of
political power. This means that the director and personnel in the association are to carry
on the negotiations for economy and diplomacy between Taiwan and Japan regardless of

which political party is in power. Thus, this is why policies are able to be passed on over
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the time.

Another way to look at this is that these bureaucrats are appointed by the MoFA rather

than directly by the president that they are only responsible to the MoFA and are to follow

the constitutions and regulations rather than orders from the president. This allows the

Taiwan-Japan Relations Association to carry on what they have been working on over the

time rather than changing their stance along with the president or political party in power.

Through out years and the the 16 times of fishery meetings, which representatives

were mainly from the Taiwan-Japan Association along with the Diaoyutai Special Group

under the MoFA, Fishery Agency and Coast Guard Administration under the Executive

Yuan, the sovereignty over the islands is still unsettled. However, the disputed has been

shelved, and fishery right has been safeguarded with lawful agreement. Nonethelss, this

does not mean that the MoFA has given up its stance on the sovereignty over the islands;

from 1996 to 2013, the MoFA has always stated to safeguard the sovereignty regardless

of which political party was in power. The tone has always been neutral as well; no

provocative words were openly stated.

The influence of bureaucracy on the policy seems to be high and enjoys certain

amount of autonomy. As the bureaucrats develop their skills while working with standard

operation procedures in the bureaucratic agencies over the years, they have developed

46



rational behavior and routines which are not to be affected much by the political leader

or political party in power.

2.2. Political Leaders
2.2.1. Lee Teng-Hui

Lee Teng-Hui’s stance towards the disputed islands had always been soft but

corresponding to the bureaucracy during his presidency. After the first Taiwan-Japan

Fishery Meeting in 1996 and the announcement of the 4 principles of 1996, Lee expressed

his stance as the President of the ROC (Taiwan) to the visiting LDP politicians from Japan

that he thinking that Taiwan and Japan should negotiate about the dispute in fishery rights

through diplomacy without violence and arms (Lin C. , 1996). Japan should respect the

fact that the Diaoyutai/Senkaku area has always been a fishery zone for the Taiwanese

fishermen since even before the Japanese Occupation and that it was also under the

administration of the Taihoku prefectural government (former name of Taipei during the

Japanese era) (Chang & Chiang, 1996). Lee also restated the 4 principles as announced

by the MoFA in early September 1996 (Chang H. , 1996).

However, Lee’s stance towards the disputed islands became soft and even

submissive to the Japanese government after he stepped down as a president in 2000.

During an interview with Okinawa Times newspapers from Japan in 2002, Lee said that
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the islands belong to Japan without questions, and then restated the same stance again in

2008 (Wen, 2008). Even during the time when the Ma Administration proposed the new

East China Sea Peace Initiative in September 2012, Lee had once again restated that the

islands belong to Japan and there is only a dispute regarding fishery rights rather than

sovereignty (TWIMI, 2012).

Lee’s stance as the Head of State was the same as the bureaucracy during his

presidency, but had been soft and rather non-dignified after stepping down. In fact, the

former Deputy Chief of the general stuff of Navy Headquarter, Lan Ning-Lee, told China

Times newspaper in 2005 that a military drill around the disputed island was disapproved

and canceled by Lee in 1990, but this information was kept confidential during Lee’s

presidency (Ho, 2005). This shows that on the personal level, Lee has always been soft,

and was only stating sovereignty over the islands when he was openly stating as the Head

of State,

2.2.2. Chen Shui-Bian

Chen’s stance regarding the disputed islands was similar to Lee’s that it went from

somewhat too soft to moderate and corresponding to the MoFA as he started his

presidency in 2000. In September 1996, regarding a minor confrontation in the area, as

the Mayor of Taipei at that time, Chen said that Taiwan should not be too provocative
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regarding the Diaoyutai islands since Taiwan does not have 100% administration that the

military might not be able to provide full protection around the area (Lin S. , 1996). This

statement made by Chen not only showed that Chen was soft but also that he did not think

that Taiwan has the complete sovereignty over the islands due to lack of total control and

administration of the area.

However, Chen’s stance became the same as that of the MoFA during the time of his

presidency, in respond to Lee’s personal stance regarding the islands, which Lee said that

the islands belong to Japan, Chen said that the disputed islands belong to the ROC

(Taiwan), and he, as the Head of State, should stand along with the people to protect the

sacred territory (Yang M. , 2002). And then Chen again stated his stance regarding the

islands twice in 2005. Two weeks after the incidents on June 8, 2005. Chen said that

Taiwan holds the sovereignty over the disputed islands. However, the case this time (June

8) was a matter of fishery right rather than sovereignty, and Taiwan does not want any

conflict with Japan (Lin, Kao, & Chen, 2005). The second time in 2005 was in August

when Chen boarded the Pengjia Islet, which is the most northern point which Taiwan

currently holds administration, to declare sovereignty over the Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands

(Lin S. , 2005).

Hence, we can see that Chen’s stance regarding the islands changed from extremely
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soft without claiming full sovereignty to a more moderate tone which he started claiming
complete sovereignty over the islands. One thing to notice is that he did not use any
provocative words against Japan and was even trying to play it down by focusing only on
the fishery problem rather than sovereignty. Although this research was not able to find
any public data about Chen’s stance after 2008 due to his absence from the public'®, we
can still see that he has the similar trend with Lee which stance became more moderate

rather than soft during the time in office.

2.2.3. Ma Ying-Jeou

Ma’s stance towards the disputed islands were similar to the one as implemented by
the MoFA during the periods under KMT’s administration in the 1990s and after 2008.
During the time of Lee administration, as a KMT politician, around the time when the
MoFA announced its 4 principles of 1996, Ma had many times said that the fishermen
have all the rights to express their opinions regarding the issue, however things should be
resolved by diplomatic means rather than violence and irrational behaviors; the

sovereignty of the Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands are, nonetheless, a part of the territory of

10 Chen'’s absence from the public: Chen was accused of money laundering and 10 other charges, and was
imprisoned right after stepping down from presidency on May 20, 2008. Until 2014, all accusations were
either closed as non-guilty or still on res judicata; Chen was found guilty only on the cases of land procurement
scam in Longtan and scandal of the building Taipei 101. Chen was released from the prison on medical parole

in 2015 and is currently still on it.
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the ROC (Ying, 1996; Dung, 1996; Lin S. , 1996).

Ever since the DPP came in power in 2000, Ma became more of a radical who went

extremely provocative against Japan whenever incidents of collisions or deportations of

fishermen happened. For instance, regarding former President Lee Teng-Hui’s statement

on the sovereignty of the islands durging an interview with a Japanese media, Ma

commented that it was an inapproriate act of Lee as a former president; the islands are

only currently under Japanese occupation but that does not mean that Japan has the

sovereignty (Wang & Dung, 2002). Regarding the incident on June 8, 2005. Ma expressed

an provocative statement that the ROC (Taiwan) should do whatever it takes to raise the

voice, or even to risk war against Japan so that the ROC could be in a better position for

negotiation (Lin & Chao, 2005; China Times, 2005).

However, after Ma was in power in May 2008, his attitude towards the issue became

less and less provocative. For instance, regarding the incident when a Taiwanese fishing

vessel was crashed and sunk by the Japanese coast guard on June 10, 2008, on behalf of

Ma, along with the Executive Yuan and MoFA, the President Office condemned the

Japanese side for such action and restated the sovereignty over the islands (Hsiao, 2008).

What was different this time was that Ma was no longer as provocative as he was in the

mid-2000 that he said, “As a democratic state, we should always resolve disputes like this
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with peace and through diplomatic means; violence and confrontations are not in our

consideration and would be avoided.”; a peaceful sign could be seen as Ma did not want

to worsen the situation when the transfer of power was just a month earlier (Hsiao, 2008).

2.2.4. Attitudes of Political Leaders and The Actual Policy

In comparison with the official foreign policy from the bureaucracy, it seems that

political leaders in Taiwan are more influenced by the bureaucracy rather than the other

way around; the position of Head of State had made Lee, shown in orange, change his

stance from extremely soft without dignity (-1) to standard non-provocative and with

dignity (0) as a State that’s claiming the islands, and then back to his soft stance (-1) again

once he was no longer the president. In the case of Chen, shown in green, although data

after 2008 is not available, his attitude also changed from extremely soft (-1) to moderate

(0) as he was in power. Ma’s attitude towards the islands is most interesting; as a scholar

who had Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands as the topic of his PhD thesis, Ma’s stance, as shown

in blue, before 2000 had always been very moderate (0) without neglecting the dignity of

the ROC. However, ever since the DPP was in power during the early 2000, Ma, who was

the Taipei Mayor at that time, became very provocative (+2) regarding the issue. And

then as KMT regained power in 2008, Ma came back to his moderate attitude again (0).

The graph below visualized the comparison on a timeline, and the raw data is in Appendix
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Figure 4: Attitudes of Political leaders in Taiwan in comparison to the actual policy
made by the MoFA
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It seems that the bureaucracy has more influence over the political leaders that

their attitudes regarding the islands all move towards the middleline/moderate attitude

when they were in office. However, since Ma’s original stance is closest with that of the

MOoFA and the bureaucracy, we can also stay that Ma might have relatively more control

of the policy. As mentioned in Ma Ying-Jeou section, instead of the MoFA or the

Executive Yuan, Ma announced the new proposition of East China Sea Peace Initiative

by himself in September 2012; this was very different from other political leaders before.

The bureaucracy also mentioned Ma’s name almost every time when the peace initiative
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was mentioned from 2012 to 2013; a sign of personality cult with possible influence of

policy could be seen here.

2.3. Political Parties
2.3.1. Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)

The attitude of DPP shifted in different periods of political regimes in Taiwan.

During the 1990s, when Taiwan just democratized that multiple parties started to be

allowed, DPP did not want to mention much about the sovereignty over the islands

whenever there was issue with Japan. However, the DPP had always been asking the

ruling party at that time, KMT, to safeguard the fishery right for the Taiwanese fishermen

and should avoid cooperating with the China. For instance, around the time when Taiwan

and Japan had the first fishery meeting in August 1996, while still mentioning that Taiwan

has the sovereignty over the island, the DPP had always been focusing on the fishery right

in the disputed area when the agenda of the first fishery meeting was still focusing on

sovereignty (Liu, 1996; Fan, 1996).

When the party had the ruling power, the DPP was still in its moderate to low

attitude about the islands. Regarding the statement made by the former president, Lee

Teng-Hui, although DPP did say that Lee’s statement only represented himself rather than

organizations, they still did not openly condemn Lee for not standing for the country’s
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perspective (Lee & Chen, 2002). On July 2, 2005, a DPP politician in Hualien, where the

Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands are administrated according to the laws of ROC (Taiwan),

Chen Ting-Nan openly stated that fighting about sovereignty would only trigger more

conflicts with Japan, so it is best to resolve the problem in fishery for now (Lin M. , 2005).

And then in 2006, the Vice President, Annette Lu Hsiu-lien, even said that Taiwan should

not do anything that would challenge the US-Japan Security Treaty (CRNTT, 2008).

However, starting in the KMT’s ruling era, the DPP not only openly stating

their stance regarding the islands as in Taiwan holding full sovereignty, but even said that

they would support Ma and the KMT government’s new East China Sea Peace Initiative;

the DPP politicians, stated in a press conference, that if the Ma administration could avoid

conflict and maintain the Taiwan-Japan relations by diplomatic means, as well as avoiding

any forms of cooperation with the PRC, DPP would give full support for Ma’s new

proposal and policy (TWIMI, 2012). However, when the KMT politicians proposed to

board the vessels and protest around the islands after Japan announced to nationalize the

islands in September, the DPP politicians refused to join and said that it was an irrational

act (Chen W. , 2012). We could see that, although DPP has become more moderate, they

still see the relations with Japan as top priority.
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2.3.2. Kuo Min Tang (KMT)

On the other hand, the KMT had always been either moderate or provocative

regarding the issue that sovereignty had always been their top priority since the beginning,

however, only until 2012.

During the Lee era in the 1990s, KMT’s stance was more unstable, being either

moderate and peaceful or highly provocative. Around the time of the first Taiwan-Japan

Fishery Meeting and the announcement of the 4 principles in July and September 1996

respectively, KMT politicians thought that the sovereignty is to be safeguarded, and

Taiwan should only seek dialogue through diplomatic and peaceful means through the

MOoFA, rather than letting the fishermen protest or showing our military power; neither of

these would help the current situation (Liu, 1996; Ying D. , 1996). However, although

wasn’t passed in the Legislative Yuan, several KMT politicians also suggested to boycott

Japanese products and construction project companies for BOT projects permanently in

Taiwan as an act of protest to the Japanese government regarding the island (Chi C. , 1996)

Starting in the era of DPP in the early 2000s, the KMT became more aggressive

against Japan and wanted the Chen administration to take provocative actions. For

instance, regarding the incident in June 2005, aside from Ma’s stance of having the

fortitude to risk war (China Times , 2005), a KMT politician, Lu Luo-Hua also said that

the government should act against Japan instead of teaming up with them against China;
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the detention of fishing vessels would only increase if the ROC does not act tougher (Lin

M. , 2005).

However, during the era of KMT starting in 2008, KMT not only began to call

for sharing of resources and fisheries with Japan, but also mentioning no cooperation with

China, or even implying that the PRC has no right in discussing such issue. For instance,

during an interview with the Japanese media, KMT chairman, Wu Po-Hsiung said that

Taiwan and Japan should cooperate together for the development of natural and sea

resources; the problem is only between Taiwan and Japan, therefore Taiwan will not

cooperate with China (Huang C. , 2008). Although, in September 2012, after Japan

announcing to nationalize the islands, as mentioned in the previous section, KMT

politicians suggested to board the vessels together with the protesters to sail around the

islands, comparing to the past, the KMT became more moderate and peaceful with Japan

that they would only want to show their patriotic actions rather than risking war, and tried

to clarity that they do not want to cooperate with China as well.

2.3.3.  Attitudes of Political Parties and The Actual Policy
The attitude of KMT started off close to the MoFA when they were in power in

the 1990s and then became provocative as DPP became the ruling party in the 2000s; one

possible reason for this is that the KMT has been in a better relation with the Chinese
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Communist Party and PRC, who is also a disputant in this matter, that they are more
aligned with them. And as they regained power in 2008, they came back to be more
moderate; it seems that they are more careful about what they say when they are in power.
Comparing to the KMT political leaders, the party does not seem to have much influence
over the decision-making of the policy regarding the disputed islands. The graph below

shows the changes in attitudes of the parties over time, and the raw data is in Appendix 3.

Figure 5: Attitudes of Political Parties in Taiwan in comparison to the actual policy
made by the MoFA
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On the other hand, the DPP also started off having a similar stance with the MoFA

in the 1990s, but became weaker as they came into power in the 2000s. This was going

in the opposite direction of the KMT in the 2000s; one possible reason for this is that the

DPP has a good relation with Japan as a political organization. And then as they became
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the opposition party in 2008s, their attitude started to become more moderate.

To explain why the KMT were provocative in the 2000s, and why the DPP were

weak in the 2000s and moderate later, this paper focuses on the influences of domestic

factors rather than external factors such as the PRC or Japan. Therefore, the next part,

public opinion, shows how I have found better correlations as an explanation to the

change in the political leaders and parties.

2.4. Public Opinion
24.1. Public Polls

In 1996, after the MoFA announced the 4 principles regarding the dispute in

September and a proposition to destroy the Japanese lighthouse on the Diaoyutai/Senkaku,

the DPP had a press conference saying that 72.4% of the respondents does not want to

have any provocative actions towards Japan regarding the issue to harm the relations, and

11.7% of the people think the PRC should not be included in the dispute. And most

importantly, 62.3% of the people think that Taiwan has the sovereignty over the islands

(Fan, 1996).

During the time of Chen administration, two polls were conducted by China

Times and Era Survey on June 19 and 23, 2005 respectively. It was gathered around the

time of the incident on June 8, 2005, when there was a clash between Taiwanese fishing
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vessels and Japanese coast guards. Results showed that 56% of the respondents have bad

impression on the Japanese government but 58% still has good impression on Japan in

general, and more people think the KMT’s stance, which was being strong, was more

appropriate than that of the DPP (China Times Center of Public Opinion, 2005). As for

the result from Era Survey, 34% of the people, who responded as mostly KMT supporters,

think that the government should safeguard the sovereignty; 44% of the people, who

responded as mostly DPP supporters, think that maintaining good relations with Japan

should overweight fighting over the sovereignty (Era Survey, 2005).

And then in 2012, after Ma formally proposed his new peace initiative and

Japan’s announcement of nationalizing the islands, China Times and TVBS news agency

revealed two poll results on September 25 and 27, respectively. As a result, 71.3% of the

respondents on China Times’ survey have bad impression on the Japanese government

(China Times Center of Public Opinion, 2012), and 42% of the respondents on TVBS

news agency’s survey have bad impression on the Japanese government while still having

63% of the respondents having good impression on the people in general (TVBS Poll

Center, 2012).

Looking at the results from the 1990s to 2010s, as shown in the table below, we

can see that the attitude of the people is generally constant and moderate through the
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period. At least from the results in 1996 and 2005, although there is certain amount of

people who think that Taiwan has the sovereignty and should safeguard the islands, there

are more people who think that being aggressive or provocative is not appropriate for the

issue, and the relations among Taiwan and Japan weights more. Aside from that, although

the impression on the Japanese government is not clear that it was around 56% in 2005,

but resulted as 71.3% and 42% from different agencies, the impression on Japan in general

was always more than 50%; this means that Taiwanese people seem to be able to separate

political stance from the impression to the people, in other words, although the Taiwanese

people did not like that the Japanese government being aggressive, their impression on

the Japanese people remain unchanged. Regard the impression on the attitudes of the

political parties, when KMT was the ruling party in 1996, 52.1% of the people think that

the party was too weak that there was no comment from the government regarding

protesting vessels to the disputed islands. However, in 2005, more people agreed with

KMT s relatively provocative statement over DPP’s moderate to weak tone. These results

show that the people, while still adhere to the sovereignty over the islands, do not want

the relations of the two to worsen because of the issue.

61



Table 2: Changes in the attitudes of the public opinion: Public Polls
Date Agency Impression on Japan TW-JP Relations and Sovereignty DPP vs. KMT

62.3% thinks Taiwan has the

DPP
October 9, ol sovereignty. 52.1% think KMT is
0
1996 72.4% oppose for aggressive  |too weak
Office .
action to Japan
. 56%: bad impression on
June 19, China 19.6%: KMT;
. the gov't; 58%: good
2005 Times 12.3%: DPP

impression in general

34%: Safeguard Sovereignty
(KMT Supporters);

June 23, |Era . .
44%: Relations is more

2005 Surve
Y important (DDP Supporters);

22% no comment

September China |71.3%: bad impression
25,2012 |Times |on the gov't

42%: bad impression on
September

TVBS [the gov't; 63%: good
27,2012 . .
impression on the people

Sources: 1. October 9, 1996 (Fan, 1996); 2. June 19, 2005 (China Times Center of Public Opinion, 2005); 3.
June 23, 2005 (Era Survey, 2005); 4. September 25, 2012 (China Times Center of Public Opinion, 2012); 5.
September 2, 2012 (TVBS Poll Center, 2012).

Another poll result that relate to the fact that the government had been
reaffirming the policy of no cooperation with the PRC over and over again was also due

to the fact that more and more people in Taiwan deny the Chinese identity. According to
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a survey conducted by the Election Study Center of National Chengchi University, until

2013, the number of people identifying themselves as Taiwanese had rose from only

17.6% in 1992 to 57.1% in 2013; the number of people identifying themselves as Chinese

had dropped from 25.5% in 1992 to 3.3% in 2013; the number of people identifying

themselves as both Taiwanese and Chinese had also decreased from 46.4% in 1992 to

35.8% in 2013 (Election Study Center, N.C.C.U., 2018). The graph on the next page

shows the total result from 1992 to 2017. This trend in the change in the self-identification

of Taiwanese people might be an explanation of why the government has been reaffirming

“no cooperation with China” many times.

The differences in the attitude towards the Japanese government and the people

in general could also be seen in the year in 2011. Although the dispute in the sovereignty

of the Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands has been going for years, this does not seem to effect

the general image of Japan from the Taiwanese people. As mentioned in the section of

MOoFA in the time of Ma administration, for instance, after the Great East Japan

Earthquake happened on March 11, 2011, a total of 29.2 billion Yen was donated from

from Taiwan with more than 90% coming from private donors; Taiwan was the second

biggest donator. This showed that the territorial conflict between the Taiwan and Japan

did not seem to have negative influence in the image of Japan from the Taiwanese.
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Figure 6: Changes in the Taiwanese/Chinese Identity of Taiwanese as Tracked in
Surveyed by the Election Study Center, NCCU (1992-2017)
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2.4.2.

Influence of public opinions regarding the dispute

The public opinion seems to have a stronger correlation with the decision-

making of the political leaders and political parties. For instance, the poll result from June

19, 2005, shows that more than half of the people do not like the action of the Japanese

government and more people think DPP was too weak to them. Chen Shui-Bian, who was
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the president at that time kept silence from the public for 2 weeks and finally openly stated

that Taiwan has all the right to claim sovereignty over the disputed islands on June 21,

which was two days after the poll result. This shows that the government noticed the

demand of response from the president himself regarding this issue and that the political

leader had no choice but to follow the public opinion and to give an appropriate statement.

As the time went on to 2012, the public polls also show that the people want to

keep peace with Japan and wish for a win-win resolution for the disputants. Therefore,

KMT was no longer as aggressive as it was in the early 2000s, and became more moderate

with peaceful tone; Ma Ying-Jeou also announced its peace initiative which was very

different from his tones in the early 2000s. DPP also was no longer weak on this issue

that they also became more moderate, and even supportive to the KMT’s new policy,

which went along with the public opinion that the Taiwan-Japan relations is important,

but so is the sovereignty. According to a news report from China Times, the national

seucirty council admitted that they contacted the PRC not to join along the 925 Bao-Diao

Movement in order to not to violate its own policy of “no cooperation with the PRC” and

also requested Japan to avoid huge confrontable with the fishermen prior to September

25. This shows that the government cares about the public opinon on the necessaty of the

protest to calm the anger of the Taiwanese regarding Japan nationalization the islands
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(China Times, 2012).

Although the policies do not change much over the period from the 1990s to

2010s that the government still keep the 4 principles from 1996 to safeguard the

sovereignty and hoping to solve through peaceful means, there are still some differences

that the principle of “no cooperation with the PRC” becomes more frequently mentioned

during the ruling period of Ma Ying-Jeou since KMT’s close relationship with China

always raise questions in the public as the definition of Taiwanese identity shifts to a more

Taiwan-oriented trend over the years.

2.5. Media
2.5.1. Liberty Times News Agency (pan-green)

Although news articles from Liberty Times were not available before 2000s, the

articles from 2000 onwards show that the newspaper is going along with the DPP. Taking

examples from the times in 2005 and 2012, 5 out of 8 news articles regarding the incident

of the clash between the Taiwanese fishing vessels and the Japanese coast guards, and the

remaining 3 are neutral without criticism. Regarding the incident on July 4, 2012, 4 out

of the 7 articles were negative towards the ruling party, KMT. Aside from that, an article

with the title of “Taiwan vessels goes to Diaoyutai for territorial right; challenged by

Japan authority” is very Japan oriented that it reports mostly about Japan’s statements
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coming from different agencies and only one statement from the Ma Administration; this

is different comparing to other news agencies they give big portion of the newspaper

reporting about Japan’s point of view. Interestingly. Liberty Times started to show

changes in the tone. They especially quoted the coast guard for restating that PRC vessels

would be either deported or detained if found during the protest in September 25, 2012.

This is very unusual for Liberty Times because while they could easily attack the KMT

government with suspicion of cooperation with China, Liberty Times chose to support

the KMT for stating the the long term principle from 1996 again (Yang Y., 2012). Liberty

Times also reported about a new survey which said that due to the dispute, the number of

Japan people (sample) disliking the PRC has increased from 17% in 2002 to 38% in 2012

(Chang M. , 2012); it seemed as if the newspaper was telling the readers that the 925 Bao-

Diao Movement might create negative image of Taiwan for the Japanese people, too; this

goes along with the Liberty Times long term stance which not only is the newspaper pro-

independence and pan-green, but also very Japan-friendly. The articles examined are

shown in Appendix 4.1.

2.5.2. China Times News Agency (pan-blue)

On the other hand, China Times seems to be more on the side of KMT. In 2005,

while still reporting neutrally about the incident in June, China Times also published an
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article which might associate the DPP’s soft and weak attitude with that of Lee Teng-Hui;

as mentioned in the Lee Teng-Hui section previously, an article with the title ““Deputy

Chief of the general stuff of Navy Headquarter: “Occupying Diaoyutai, former Premier

Hao approved, however stopped by former President Lee.” This seems intending to

associate DPP with Lee that they both did not want to fight back when it comes to Japan

(Ho, 2005).

In 2012, all the articles regard the incident as a patriotic move and reports about

how the Ministry of Foreign Affairs responded to Japan’s official protest. A very critical

difference between Liberty Times and China Times was that China Times did not mention

anything about the activist brought only a PRC flag with him but not a ROC flag. The

newspaper seems as if it was trying to reduce the emphasis regarding the PRC flag but

amplify the ROC (Taiwan) government’s point of view and policy since the reporting

went on for almost a week. One of the articles reported mainly on the statements of the

three disputants and the Japanese government’s decision of nationalizing the island a few

days after the incident with the title of “Japan nationalizing the island; President Ma, “Not

2999

going to back down”; Chinese Communist Party, “Chinese territory is not for sale

(Huang C. , 2012), and another one which reports that the government would never

cooperate with the PRC regarding the Diaoyutai/Senkaku issue because Taiwan has its
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own national interest (Cheng M. , 2012). Focusing on the protest on September 25, 26

out of 34 articles give positive comments on both the protestors and the government.

Interestingly, the newspaper also focused on quoting Ma for the “East China Sea Peace

Initiative”; during his meeting with the delegates from the United Kingdoms on the same

day. President Ma said that although this is an unrelated issue with the UK, he only wanted

to use the opportunity to let the world knows that Taiwan is a part of the dispute and the

ROC is a nation that would always promote peace and would only use peaceful means

when it comes to international dispute (Chou, 2012); this was not found in the Liberty

Times reporting. The articles examined are shown in Appendix 4.2.

2.5.3. Opinion Columns

Although opinion column archives from the 1990s are not collectable, the opinion

columns from the agencies, at least starting in the 2000s, shows that the readers of Liberty

Times are more supportive to the DPP and the readers of China Times are more supportive

to the KMT. However, Liberty Times is more biased towards the DPP than China Times

is to the KMT; both positive and negative comments on the KMT could be found from

the columns in China Times during KMT’s ruling era from 2008 onward, however,

columns are mostly positive in the Liberty Times during the period when the DPP was

the ruling party from 2000 to 2008.
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For instance, regarding the incident on June 8, 2005, although 5 out of the 7 opinion

columns were written negatively in the Liberty Times, they were all towards the KMT,

the opposition party at that time, for being provocative towards Japan. Articles with titles

of “Not being aggressive towards communist China?”’, and “The conspiracy of triggering

a war” (Chen W. , 2005) were directly targeting at the KMT for being too aggressive.

Regarding the incidents that happened during KMT’s ruling era in 2012, all opinion

column articles were negative and all of them were targeting the KMT; article titles with

“Do not fear for a battle! But for whom?!”, questions how carrying a PRC flag to protest

is not only cooperating with China, but also helping them to claim Taiwan (Lai, 2012).

However, as for China Times, at least 2 out of the 6 opinion columns were supportive

to the DPP for staying moderate and not too provocative, although the rests still criticized

the DPP for acting like a little brother of Japan regarding the incident that happened on

June 8, 2005. As for the incidents in 2012, one column written by Huang Kui-Po, a

professor in the College of Foreign Affairs in National Chengchi University, has the title

of “An opened up foreign policy could correspond to the Diaoyutai situation”, and is fully

supportive of Ma’s policy on “Being close with the USA, friend with Japan, and peace

with PRC.” The column also again quoted the MOFA that the ROC (Taiwan) government

would never cooperative with PRC on this issue (Huang K. P., 2012).
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Although it is common that agencies would choose what opinion columns to be

published on their newspapers based on their political preferences, the opinion columns

chosen by the news agencies shows that they are not 100% influenced by the political

parties that they are free to publish articles, although mostly in the opinion columns, of

their choices. It seems that the newspapers are more public opinion-driven because

publishing column articles in difference stances not only could show that the agencies try

to stay neutral to attract more median voters, but also to show the political parties of the

thoughts of the mass public and the academics, which was to have the government and

protesters to remain non-provocative, peaceful, and China-influence-free.

2.5.4. Influence of Media regarding the dispute

There are correlations between the media and the political parties that the Liberty

Times reports is more DPP- and Japan-friendly and China Times is more KMT- and PRC-

friendly. However, what is different between the two is that, Liberty Times seems to have

more influence from the DPP than the China Times has from the KMT; there are less

negative comments about the DPP in the Liberty Times than there are about the KMT in

China Times.

Aside from political parties, the news agencies seem to have correlations with

the preference of the public as well. For instance, as the public opinion moved toward a
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more moderate stance, the China Times have also become more moderate and neutral;

Liberty Times, on the other hand, remains critical on the KMT.

2.6. Interest Groups

2.6.1. Powers behind the newspapers

There were no formal statements made by business corporations from Taiwan
regarding the disputed islands through the period of time. However, the individuals and
corporations behind the two major newspaper agencies, Liberty Times and China Times,
have some influence over the way the medias report either regarding the political parties,
leaders, and the incidents that happened because of the islands.

In the case of Liberty Times, the newspaper has been a Taiwan-centric
newspaper since the very start. Former owner of the newspaper, Lin Rung-San, was born
during the Japanese Era'' in 1939; he served as the Vice President of Control Yuan'?
from 1992 to 1993 when he was KMT politician. His political stance during the one-party
era before Taiwan democratized, has always been on the pro-Taiwan faction within the

KMT with Lee Teng-Hui, and his support for Lee grew even stronger after Lee abolished

I Taiwan under Japanese rule: The Qing Dynasty ceded Taiwan to Japan in 1985 under the Treaty of
Shimonoseki after losing the First Sino-Japanese War; Taiwan was under the rule of Japan for 50 years until
World War Two ended in 1945.

12 Control Yuan: An auditory agency of the ROC government; it is one of the 5 branches (Yuan) of

government under the Constitution of the ROC.
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the ban on newspaper and publications in in 1988 when Lee served as the President of the
ROC; he was hired as the political advisor of the Lee administration in 1993. Lin’s support
for Lee passed on to Chen Shui-Bian and the DDP as Chen own the presidency in 2000.
He was also honored by Chen with the second rank of “Order of Brilliant Star'>” in 2008
for promoting “Taiwan Value” and “Taiwan’s sovereignty and independence” (Cheng J. ,
2008). This power influence from the pro-independence individual, although is not
necessary a negative influence for the future of the country, is considered a threat for the
original pan-blue supporters'® who support for unification under the ROC (whether
applicable or not), and also for the pan-red supporters who want unification under the
PRC. With such relationship with Lee and DPP, Liberty Times’ articles are also influenced
by it. For instance, since both Lee and DPP have good relations with the Japanese
government, Liberty Times also often writes about Japan’s point of view on the things
related to the disputed islands, or sometimes, even reports about how the Japanese people

view about China due to the issue as mentioned in the section of Liberty Times previously.

On the other hand, as mentioned in the introductory section of this chapter, the

13 Order of Brilliant Star of ROC: 5 £ &%; an order of the ROC to recognize outstanding contributions to
the development of the nation.

14 Original pan-blue: KMT supporters used to be more on the belief of the KMT party philosophy, which is
to unify the whole China under democracy. However, most of them, even the KMT politicians and retired

KMT generals, are turning pan-red as there are more incentives as the PRC grows stronger now.
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925 Bao-Diao Movement on September 25, 2012, was personally funded by the director
of Want Want China Holdings, Cai Yan-Ming, who has most of his investments in the
PRC rather than Taiwan. As shown in the figure below, Want Want China Holdings owns
a total of four newspaper and news channels, and China Times is one of them (Want Want
China Holdings, % H1}). Political interest is involved. For instance, according to an
article on the Economist in 2013, Want Want China Holdings was funding by the PRC
government of 47 million US Dollars as subsidy in 2011, which was equivalent to 11.4%
of the corporation’s net profit of the year; companies that are subsidized by the PRC
government are often encouraged to pursue goals such as resource acquisition, technology
transfer, and diplomacy (The Economist, 2013); it is possible that the PRC has certain
amount of lobbying power and had encouraged China Times under Want Want China
Holdings to report the news regarding Diaoyutai in a certain ways.

Figure 7: Hierarchical relationships of Want Want China Holdings

Want Want China
Taiwan Ho'ldi”gs China

. Food Real
Media . Insurance etc.
Production Estate

China Times Want .
- CTVv CTi
Newspaper Daily

Source: (Chang Y., 2017).
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In this case, driving a wedge between the ROC (Taiwan) and Japan by using the

dispute would be the best way to raise the patriotism of the Taiwanese people and also

bring them closer to the PRC, although the Ma administration had stated many times that

the government would never cooperate with the PRC. To add to the findings of external

influence from the PRC, although it is out of the time scope of this research, in 2014,

China Times even signed two Memorandums of “Strategic Cooperation” with two PRC

government-own media, namely the Xinhua News Agency and the Beijing Daily (Lu S. ,

2014; Wang M. , 2014). China Times has become more of a pan-red (PRC) newspaper

rather than pan-blue (KMT).

Although not influencing the policy directly, the owners of the newspapers do

have some effects in shaping the thoughts of their readers over time by writing in different

tones when describing certain political parties and leaders of their preferences, and then

further influence the public opinion of the people that might also have a say in the

decision-making process regarding the dispute. However, the direction in influence here

is unclear; whether it is the individuals or corporations that are using the newspapers to

influence public opinion and then government, or it was the political parties, or external

force (in the case of China Times), that are influencing the newspapers to write in the

ways they prefer and further shaping the thoughts of the public.
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3. Correlations between the DV and Vs

The findings supported the hypothesis; as a result, among the 6 independent

variables, the public opinion factor appears to be the most influential regarding the dispute

besides the bureaucracy. The public poll results, although not directly influencing the

policies made, influenced the attitudes and tones of the political parties and leaders that

their stances become more and more moderate over the time. And then further helped to

push the policies to become more solid in a peaceful trend; the KMT and Ma Ying-Jeou

became less aggressive and moderate, and the DPP and Chen became stronger but still

moderate. The mentioning of the policy of no cooperation with China might also be due

to the fact that more people identify themselves as just Taiwanese but not Chinese or both

Taiwanese and Chinese that the government had to reaffirm the policy again and again,

although it could also be due to that the KMT, the ruling party after 2008, has a good

relationship with China.

However, one more factor that helped to advance and accomplish the signing of

the Taiwan-Japan Fishery Agreement in 2013 was the donation from the Taiwanese

people for the Great East Japan Earthquake in March 11, 2011. Since ABE Shinzo was in

office in late 2012, the not only the Fishery agreement was finally signed, but also that

Taiwan was finally invited to the memorial ceremony of the earthquake in 2013; ABE not

only personally thanked Taiwan for the contribution for the earthquake, but also said that
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the fishery agreement helped to assure the regional safety. However, since this paper only

analyzes on the domestic factors, no further examinations were done for the external

factors, such as, Japan, China, or the United States.

Nonetheless, the interest group, the individual and corporations behind the media

could also been trying to influence the people’s preference, although not very significantly

effective. Lin Rung-San of the Liberty Times and Want Want China Holdings of China

Times are both effecting the tones and attitudes of the newspapers, which might also affect

the readers. However, as of now, although Liberty Times seems to be reporting things

from Japan’s perspective a lot of times, despite the fact that the people value the peaceful

and friendly political relations with Japan very much, the voice of calling to safeguard

the sovereignty still remains significant. China Times, or the PRC government that

subsidies Want Want China Holdings, had not been successful in bringing a big protest

against Japan as it was in China in 2012, even though Cai, the owner of Want Want China

Holdings, funded the protest on September 25, 2012; the relationship between Taiwan

and Japan was not undermined. Therefore, the public opinion from the people still seem

to be the most significant factor besides the bureaucracy that contribute to the shaping of

the trend of the policy regarding the disputed islands.
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CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION
1. Findings

Solving international dispute is a difficult mission for countries because it is

tough for countries have come up with adequate foreign policies that could not only avoid

expanding the conflicts but secure national interests and promote peaceful diplomatic

relations simultaneously. For the case study of the research, the Diaoyutai/Senkaku

islands dispute among the ROC (Taiwan), the PRC (China), and Japan, while it is still

controversial which country possess the sovereignty over the disputed islands although

Japan currently holds the administrative control, each of the disputant have its own

foreign policy towards the issue that is most favorable to them based on the current

situation. However, aside from the external factors that would affect the making of foreign

policy, this research focused on the domestic political factors that would also have

influence over such. To answer the research question, “What are the main domestic

political factors and which among them is more influential in Taiwan regarding the

Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands dispute, and how?”, this paper first reviewed the previous

works of International Relations scholars on the most valued factors: bureaucracy,

political leader, political party, public opinions, media, and interest groups. From the

literature reviews, while all factors have influence over the decisions made by one another,

the public opinions from the people seem have less influence from the other factors. For
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instance, while political leaders and political parties need approvals from each other due

to the constitutional settings, they also need votes from the public in order to stay in office

and proceed their political and personal agendas. Therefore, electoral considerations

become a crucial point when it comes to the making of policies. This research then

hypothesized that the public opinion is more influential than the other factors because

people can reflect their thoughts through the public polls without the interference of the

other factors, and by casting their opinions, their interests also become the political

interests of the other factors as well.

To test the the hypothesis, this paper examined Taiwan on the dispute by

quantifying qualitative information. The two main policies and one agreement advocated

by the MoFA of the ROC (Taiwan) from the mid-1990s to early 2010s, as the time scope

of research, and onwards were the 4 principles from 1996, the East China Sea Peace

Initiative in 2012, and the Taiwan-Japan Fishery Agreement in 2013, which the first two

mainly focus on safeguarding the sovereignty, resolving by peace, no cooperation with

the PRC, fishing right as first priority, and promoting joint exploration and development,

and the fishery agreement with Japan focuses on the legislations and protocols to secure

lawful fishery area from 27th parallel South and north from the Yaeyama Islands and

Miyako Islands of Japan; excluding the area within 12 nautical miles from the
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Diaoyutai/Senkaku islands, which finally settled the principle of securing fishing right

from 1996. Although the overall policies did not change over the 20 years, the ways and

frequencies that the principles were mentioned by the different political factors vary over

the years. By putting everything in chronological order, I found that the attitudes of the

political leaders and parties changed correspondingly to the public polls made by different

agencies. Both the DPP and the KMT changed their stances from weak and extremely

provocative respectively, to a more moderate tone which aligned with those of the public

and the MoFA, the same happened to the former president from the DPP, Chen Shui-Bian,

and the former presidents from the KMT, Lee Teng-Hui and Ma Ying-Jeou. The MoFA,

and the KMT also began to mention the principle of no cooperation with the PRC more

and more frequent during the time from 2008 onwards, it was due to the fact that more

and more Taiwanese people perceive themselves as solely Taiwanese rather than both

Taiwanese and Chinese or just Chinese over the years, and the fact the KMT is known for

having a closer relationship with the PRC. From these findings, the research was able to

confirm that the public opinions had impacts on the shaping of these policies.

However, this does not mean that the people are not influenced by any other

factors at all. Another factor in the public opinion factor, the media, had impact on all

other factors as well. This research analyzed two of the major newspaper agencies in
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Taiwan, Liberty Times and China Times, and found that their stances changed along with

the transfer of political power between the political parties; Liberty Times changed

simultaneously with the DPP, and China Times changed simultaneously with the KMT.

Although this research had not been able to find out entirely which has more impact on

another since only the China Times newspaper appeared to be more independent from the

KMT, the interest groups behind the newspaper agencies had been identified that they do

have mutual interests with the political parties, and even with external factor, namely the

PRC. The founder of Liberty Times, Lin Rung-San, had been a KMT politician during

Lee Teng-Hui’s era and was later awarded with a national honor by Chen Shui-Bian; both

Lee and Chen are pro-independence and Japan-friendly politicians. The owner of China

Times, Want Want China Holdings, is a Taiwanese cooperation with most of it’s

investments in the PRC and has been receiving subsidies from the Communist Party of

China; this aligns with the stance of the KMT to stay friendly with the PRC and create

anti-Japanese sentiments in Taiwan.

Therefore, as a result, rather than having all six independent variables (the domestic

political factors) affecting the dependent variable (policies regarding the

Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands), this paper concludes that the public opinions, bureaucracy,

and media influence the policy through the political leaders and parties in this case study
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of Taiwan on the Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands dispute. Public opinions influence the

attitudes of the political leaders and parties through casting opinions on polls, which are

highly valuable for the acceptancy of politicians; the media acts mostly accordingly to

the interest groups to influence the political leaders and parties; the bureaucracy, as the

think-tanks and personnel working for both negotiations and policies, influence the

political leaders and parties with their long-term experience in handling issues of the

Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands. The figure below shows the findings in conclusion which

shows that intermediate variables exist in the case study of Taiwan on the

Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands dispute.

Figure 8: Variable Relationships in the case study of Taiwan on the

Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands dispute

Independent Variables Intermediate Variables Dependent Variable

Public Opinions
Political Leaders

Bureaucracy -

Interest » Political Parties
Groups

Arranged by the author

!

2. Limitations and Opportunities for Future Research

This research would have a better contribution to the field of study if several
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improvements were done. Aside from the limitations mentioned in Chapter 3, after the

doing the analysis, I found that it is almost impossible to neglect the external factors

entirely. The pressure coming the United States, Japan, and the PRC, would have have

impact on the policies of the Taiwanese government since Taiwan is relatively weaker in

both political and economic aspects, and the fact that Taiwan is one of the possible

flashpoints between the United States and the PRC in modern time that whatever foreign

policies that we implemented would have impacts on them, such that they would

definitely try to impose influences, as examined in the interest groups section.

Second, the findings of the research could have been more profound if a more

in-depth analysis was done. The research could have gone deeper into the history and

relationships between the politicians within each political parties and the bureaucracy to

see how each of them can relate to the Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands dispute, or to the other

two disputants (the PRC and Japan).

Third, since the conclusion suggests a new relationship between the variables

from the hypothesis, further analysis on the relationships between the independent

variables, intermediate variables, and dependent variables should be conducted to test

deeper on the cause in effect of decision-makings in this case study.

Fourth, a comparison between all territorial disputes involving Taiwan would

83



help to test the relationships between these variables that whether the relationship only

applies to Taiwan on the Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands dispute, or also applies to other

territorial disputes, such as, the dispute on the future of Taiwan (to unify with China or

declare de jure independence).

Fifth, a comparison between the relationships of the variables in the three

disputants (Taiwan, Japan, and China) would make this research contribute more to the

study. And further look at all the territorial disputes of each of the three disputants might

be able to generate new findings on the patterns of decision-making in foreign policies

on territorial disputes.

If the above improvements were done, the research can provide more useful

findings and contribute to the efforts of resolution of the conflict in the future.
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1
1.1 Incident on June 8, 2005

Taiwanese fishing vessels entered the fishery near the disputed island and were
deported by the Japanese Coast Guard vessels due to the overlapping exclusive economic
zone (EEZ) between ROC (Taiwan) and Japan (Chang M. , 2005). Aside from the
sovereignty of the disputed island, the fishery in the area was, and still is today, always a

problem between the two parties.

1.2 Incident on September 25, 2012

The 925 Taiwan Bao-Diao Movement'’ was a movement which strived to sail
around or even board the Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands organized by Yilan County Fishing
Committee. Fishing vessels gathered in Nan-Fang-Ao Harbor of Yilan County in the
afternoon of September 24 and arrived near the disputed island area on September 25,
2012. This was the largest Bao-Diao movment in the Taiwanese history; a total of 58
fishing vessels with 292 fishermen participated in the movement along with 12 Taiwan
Coast Guard vessels escort. The group confronted the Japan Coast Guard vessels as they
met; both sides used loud speakers and water cannons. In the end, the activists did not
manage to do either goals, but were able to get as close as 2.1 nautical miles to the islands,
which was the closest one in the 2000s. The movement was triggered because Japan
decided to nationalize the disputed islands; the movement was funded by the president of
Want Want China Holdings'®, Cai Yan-Ming, who contributed 170 Thousand USD to

support for the gas expense of the vessels.

15925 Bao-Diao Movement: How the incident on September 25, 2012 was generally called by the Taiwanese
media; In Chinese Bao-Diao ({#J) means Protecting the sovereignty over Diaoyutai.
16 Want Want China Holdings: A Taiwanese company that has large and most of its investments in the PRC;

the Director, Cai Yan-Ming, is a well-known pro-unification under PRC businessman.
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Appendix 2

2.1 Lee Teng-Hui’s attitude over the years.

Title

Reporters

Agency

1996.09.07

UG TP H B REERASY R e RCE R

i zong tong - zhong ri ying xié shang ji¢ jué

diao yu tai yu y¢ quan wen ti

President Lee: ROC and Japan should negotiate
on the fishery problem in the Diaoyutai Islands

arca

Chang,
H.

China

Times

During a meeting with LPJ legislators from
Japan, Lee said that the two countries should
keep calm and negotiate about fishing zones as
soon as possible in order to avoid further
conflicts. The Diaoyutai/Senkaku area has
always been a fishery for Taiwanese fishermen
since the Japanese occupation in Taiwan, and
was always under the authority of Taihoku
(Taipei) government at that time. A cooperation
would benefit the two. Lee did not touch on the

sovereignty issue.

1996.09.10

FEHES IR G BB BRINSIRTERBH

If deng huf dido yu tai shi jian tou gud wai jiao ti

jing tan pan

Lee says the incident should be resolved through

diplomatic negotiation

Lin, C.

China

Times

Negotiation should be done through diplomacy
with peace and considering national interest; not

through violence and war.
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1996.09.13

WERE A H R SRR o H FEER AR
R e Z F BB EATOT I BRI AL -

O FREQ@E MR AP HEEE@D
HESE A R AUBEELEY A S U N BUE R 2

zud ji€ jian ri yi yuan li zong tdng - zhong ri
ying li xing hé ping xié shang ji€ ju¢ diao yu tai
zh1 zhéng zheéng yuan xuan bu wo fang chu Ii si
yuan z€ - 1.jian chi zhl quéan 2. I xing ji€ jué

3. bu yu zhong gong hé zuo 4. wéi hu ya quan

Meeting a Japanese dietman yesterday, President
Lee, "ROC and Japan should resovle the
Diaoyutai Dispute peacefully." Executive Yuan
stated the the 4 principles: 1. Safeguard
sovereignty 2. Resolve relationally 3. No
cooperation with the PRC 4. Safeguard fishing
right

Chang,

China

Times

Lee mentions the 4 principles of 1996 to a

Japanese dietman.

2008.09.25

FEMETTME EHVAERHE LT

Ii deng hut fang chong shéng chong shén diao

yu ddo wéi ri ling ti

Lee restates that Japan holds the sovereignty
over the Diaoyutai/Senkaku Islands during his

visit to Okinawa

Wen, Y.

BBC
REE

During an interview with Okinawa Times in
2002, Lee said that the sovereignty of the islands
belongs to Japan. And again in 2008.09.24,
during a banquet with Okinawa prefectural
government, Lee restated his stance that the

islands belong to Japan.

2012.09.12

FEM | VAR EESHEAEN ST

TWIMI

TWIMI
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1i déng hut : diao yu tai yao tan di shi ya quan

bu shi zhi quan

Lee says the negotiation is for the fishing right

rather than sovereignty

Lee says that there's no dispute regarding the
sovereignty, only fishery rights.

2.2 Chen Shui-Bian’s attitude over the years.

1996.09.07

PRKR © PREVEENERETEA BT

chén shui bidn : bao diao hu6 dong ying jin shén

bu ké It mdng

Chen says the Bao-Diao protests should be done

with caution

Lin, S.

China

Times

Chen says that Taiwan shouldn’t be too
provocative regarding the Diaoyutai islands since
Taiwan does not have 100% administration of the
islands that the military might not be able to

provide full protection around the area.

2002.11.12

KR EBEYE G ERERE

chén shui bian shou dui diao yu tai zhli quan bido

tai

Chen makes his first public statement regarding
the sovereignty over the Diaoyutai/Senkaku

Islands

Yang, M.

BBC
REE

Chen says that the disputed islands belong to the
ROC, and him as the Head of State should stand
along with the people to protect the sacred
territory.

2005.06.23

SRASAE R E R JE T RS
HffE R BRI =R

2
ik |

Lin, S.,
Kao, Y.,
& Chen,

China

Times
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chén zong tong shou du ding didao [y quan
zhéngyi | fei [ zhiiquan zhéngyi | jiinjian

huyt w0 yi zht hui méi guo

Chen says the dispute is about fishing right rather
than sovereignty, and the consideration of
escorting the fishermen's protest to the islands
with navy vessels will be reported to the United
States

Chen says that Taiwan holds the sovereignty over
the disputed island, however, the incident on 0608
this time, is a matter of fishery right rather than
sovereignty; Taiwan does not want to have
conflict with Japan, and shall resolve this through

diplomacy.

2005.08.11

b RSy T

bian fu péng jia yiu xuan shi didao yu tai zhu

quan .

Chen boarded Peng-Chia Island to declare

sovereignty over the Diaoyutai Islands

Lin, S.

China

Times

Chen boarded the Peng-Chia Island and said that
the sovereignty of the Diaoyutai belongs to

Taiwan.

2.3 MA Ying-Jeou’s attitude over the years.

1996.09.10

HINBFIFaE L EREFRMAE

ma ying jit tan diao yu tai ling ti zhti quan zhéng

yi wen ti

Ma talks about the problem of the sovereignty

over the Diaoyutai Islands

Ying, D.

China

Times

99




Ma says that fishermen have the right to express
their opinion and anger regarding the issue.
However, violence and irrational behaviors should
be avoided, so that the government could have

more negotiation space.

1996.09.30

BT+ IREVETETRE A S S 3
e S Sl A USRVAZ RS GV YN G 7
HENEH

ma ying jit : bdo diao guang kao kang yi shi bu
gou di a1 méng ban zuo tan hui yu hui xué zhé dud
p1 ping zheéng fii 1i chang bu gou jian ding da xué

shéng qué fa yun dong r¢ qing

During a panel discussion with scholars, Ma said
that safeguarding sovereignty through protests
will not be enough, and scholars criticized the
goverenment for being too soft and university

students are too careless about such issue

Dung,

China

Times

During a discussion panel set up by the Anti-
Communist Association, Ma said that the
government's 4 principles are good and Taiwan
should keep calm without taking provocative

actions.

1997.05.25

$1E - BI  BUFEEFrEY A G TR R
BB 0 H R E SIS RE R REY K

qian fu . mayingjia : zheéng fil ying jian chi
diao yu tai zhti quén jiin zht zhang tou guo wai
jiao bi midn zhi ji€ chong ti ma xii min jian bao

diao wu guo huo

Chien and Ma both say that safeguarding
sovereignty of the islands should be done through

diplomacy and should avoid civil conflicts

Lin, S.

China

Times
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Ma says that the government should safeguard the
sovereignty, however, things should be resolved
through diplomatic means rather than

confrontations.

2002.09.27

5 TR GEIEL HEERE

ma : dido yu tai shi wo ling ti  wu yong zhi yi

Ma says Taiwan holds sovereignty over the

Diaoyutai Islands absolutely.

Wang,
C.,&
Dung,

China

Times

Regarding Lee stating that the islands belong to
Japan. Ma said that it was inappropriate for a

former president and the island is only currently
under Japanese occupation and it does not mean

that they have the sovereignty.

2005.06.24

PIRE TR SRR T 0 N HBHEER

diao yu tai zhéng yi md hong rudn ruo zdng tong
fu * xia yue tan pan ji¢ jué

Ma condemns the government for being too soft
on the dispute, and the governement plans to

negotiate in the next month

Lin, Y.,
& Chao,

China

Times

Regarding that Chen says that the problem is
fishery rather than sovereignty. Ma said that Chen
1s too soft and should never say such thing as a

president.

2005.06.25

PIEATE  FBITLIe LABAE AT

shang tan hang quan, md ying jill cu yi zhan bi
hé

Mayor Ma expresses opinion on the negotiation
for fishing right that ROC should have the

fortitude to risk war and force Japan to give in

China

Times

China

Times
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Ma said that ROC should prepare for a battle so
that the ROC could have a better position in

negotiation with Japan.

2008.06.13

VURLERH SREFESVARE L ESEEH AL
RIBCA ~ HE(E

si didn shéng ming qidng ying hu dido yl tai zhu
quan zOng tong fui yao ri fang i ji fang rén

péi chang

The President’s Oftice of the ROC demands Japan
to release the fishermen immediately, pay the
compensations, and restated the 4 principles of
1996.

Hsiao, H.

China

Times

Regarding the Japanese CG sinking the Taiwanese
fishing vessel, the government will continue claim

the islands.

2008.06.17

AL R ORI PR

zhuang chudn shi jian md zOng tong zhi shi hé

ping ji€ jué

Ma instructs to resolve the incident of the

collision of the vessels

Hsiao, H.

China

Times

Ma says that, as a democratic state, Taiwan should
always resolve disputes like this with peace and
through diplomatic means; violence and
confrontations are not in our consideration and

would be avoided.

2012.03.24

HEIEESREE EHRPIAE T

ma fang tdi wan wén xian guan zhong shén diao

yu tai zhi quan

Ma restated the sovereignty over the Diaoyutai

JUHERS

China

Times
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Islands again during his visit to the Taiwan

Historica

Ma once again restated that the ROC holds the

sovereignty over the islands.

2012.08.06

JEERINT S T RUBAIHERE . BRI
R e B PRSI /T
HEEFRSFHEREER HEFEREE

huo lu wai jiao ma pao " dong hii hé ping chang
yi | pan hé ping fang shi ji¢ jué diao yu tai wen
ti  zhong shén zhong hua min gué yong you zhu
quan x@ zhong ri g€ zhi zhéng yi hé zuo kai fa

dong hdi 71 yudn ri déng gud wei hui ying

Flexible diplomacy, Ma proposes the East China
Sea Peace Initiative, hopes to resolve the
Diaoyutai issue with peace, restates ROC’s
sovereignty over the islands, suggests PRC and
Japan to shelve the dispute and cooperate on the
development. Both Japan and PRC has not yet

responded

Lee, M.

China

Times

Ma proposed the East China Sea Peace Initiative

2012.08.29

- aETERE P

ma - tai wan jurang hé ping shuang ying

Ma, “Taiwan refuses to step down, but hopes to

have a win-win outcome with peace.

Chou, P.

China

Times

We will continue to safeguard the sovereignty but
we should be able to cooperate peacefully for the

mutual benefits.

2013.02.24

PRROGERIBNHER & - BEFE
JEERE

Ji€ jian ri méi zai ti dong hai hé ping chang yi

Wang, C.

China

Times
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ma - g€ zhi zhéng yi ér fei zhl quan

Ma talks about his peace initiative proposal to
shelve the dispute but not sovereignty during a

press conference with the Japan media.

During a press conference with Japanese media,
Ma said that Taiwan is shelving the dispute

however not giving up on the sovereignty.

2013.05.09 | /& : & HEAERZE FolEEnA Chou, P. | China
Times

ma - tairi qian ya ye xiéyi  huan ying lu jia ru

Ma welcomes the PRC to jpin the fishery

agreement that Taiwan and Japan signed.

Ma said that the signing of the fishery agreement
means peace between Japan and Taiwan and the
government welcomes China to join the

agreement as well.

2.4 Attitudes of Political leaders in Taiwan in comparison to the actual policy made by
the MoFA.

Year MoFA Lee Chen Ma
1990 0 -1 - 0
1996 0 0 -1 0
1997 0 0 0 0
2002 0 -1 0 1
2005 0 -1 0 1
2008 0 -1 - 0
2012 0 -1 - 0
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Appendix 3

3.1 DPP’s attitude over the years.

1996.07.19

TR E R SR T

zhao y¢€ guo dai zhti zhang zhong shén dido yu

tai zht quan

The national assembly states the sovereignty

over the islands

Liu, T.

China

Times

The national assembly states that the islands
have always been a ROC territory and a

traditional fishery to Taiwan.

1996.08.06

R fyd ' B ] RE B R B RETERE R

min jin ddng rén wéi diao yu tai wen ti gué min

dédng tai du ai mei

DPP politician think that the KMT does not

show a clear stance regarding the dispute

Fan, C.

China

Times

DPP said that the government needs to state the
country’s stance regarding the islands officially
and should not cooperate with the PRC in order

to avoid falling in the framework of One-China.

2002.10.22

PR G EREFRENOL BRI Z A S
R EREGBHEERY KEBEES
ok 2 R PR S TR R e 5% = LT
BAMEF

diao yu tai zhli quan zhéng yi zai xian bo  guod
qin li wéi pi li déng hui sang quan ri gué6 zht
zhang Ii yu yu suan jiin ban i jin ji li hu wei
tai lian qidng diao 1i shi chén shu i shi shi shi

min jin dang rén fa yan yl yu suan bu xiang gan

KMT and PFP politicians proposed to cut

courtesy for former president Lee, but DPP and

Lee, C.,

Chen,

China

Times
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TSU says Lee's statement should not affect Lee's

courtesy

The DPP responded that the government has
stated the sovereignty many times that it is
unnecessary to do anything to Lee since he is no
longer the president, his statement would only

represent himself.

2005.07.02

FMERTE EEaR R
yi quan wén ti  14n 1ii gé bidio

KMT and DPP have different opinions regarding
the issue of fishery right

Lin, M.

China

Times

DPP politician, Chen Ting-Nan said that it is
right to focus on the fishing right than the
sovereignty because it would only trigger
conflict now, it is best to resolve fishing problem

and shelf the sovereignty for now.

2008.06.19

75 MR AR Y R e B P B H SRR

1ii xiu lidn shéng chéng : qiang dido dido yu tai

zht quén , chong j1 ri méi an bdo

Lu says that emphasising on the sovereignty

might challenge the US-Japan Security Treaty

CRNTT

CRNTT

Lu said that Taiwan should not challenge the
US-Japan Defense Treaty.

2012.08.15

PR a R R IR TR A

diao yu tai zhéng yi min jin ddng ti wi didn yuan

z¢

DPP states 5 principles regarding the Diaoyutai
dispute

TWIMI

TWIMI
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DPP said that If the Ma administration could
hold on to the five points as follows, the DDP
would have no problem in supporting him,

29 ¢

“diplomacy by peace”, “avoid conflicts”,
“Taiwan-Japan relations as first priority”, “no
cooperation with PRC”, and “Ma has to keep his

words for sovereignty”.

2012.09.25 | SRS BEIFTREE GEEIR Chen, | China
W. Times
déng jian xan ddo 1an wéi ti an i wéi ju gén
KMT politicians proposed to board the islands,
DPP politicians refused)
KMT politicians suggested that the legislators
should board the vessels with the fishermen to
sail around the islands. DPP politicians think it is
irrational to do such thing.
3.2 KMT’s attitude over the years.
1996.07.19 | FARFEIR LREFFHIAE L Liu, T. | China
Times
zhao y¢ gu6 dai zhu zhang zhong shén dido yu tai
zht quén
The national assembly states the sovereignty over
the islands
KMT thinks that the islands belong to the ROC
but diplomatic dialogue should be conducted
through the MoFA with peace.
1996.09.10 | HIILEEVA GHE LT FREFHRME Ying, | China
D. Times

ma yIng jill tan diao yu tai ling ti zhli quan zhéng

yi wen ti

Ma talks about the problem of the sovereignty
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over the Diaoyutai Islands

Ma said that the citizens could have high
expectation towards the government, however,
this is not the time to show our military strength,
we should rather be considering the current

situation and do what is best for Taiwan.

1996.09.12

RE = B E M H S ESEOKTTH
BHEE - EESER TN AR

guo6 min ddng san yi yuan fa qi ju yong ri huo yun
dong yao qit shi fu ri hou dui ju dan - jié yun déng

zhong da gong chéng bu dé shi yong ri bén gui gé

Three KMT legislators proposed to boycott goods
made in Japan, and prohibit Japanese

specifications on all infrastructures

Chi, C.

China

Times

KMT legislators suggested prohibiting the use of
Japan standard products and Japanese companies
in infrastructure construction projects as a way to

boycott Japan.

2002.10.22

PR G EREFRRENON BRI S
EEE LRGEEFERY GEEIEHS
Tokoimah PR R S SR RIS S S AT
BAMEF

diao yu tai zhi quan zhéng yi zai xian bo  guo
gin li wéi pt li déng hui sang quan ri gué zhi
zhang 1i yu yu suan jiin ban 1ii jon ji i ho wei
tai lidn qiang diao Ii shi chén shu li shi shi shi min

jin dang rén fa yan yu yu suan bu xiang gan

KMT and PFP politicians proposed to cut
courtesy for former president Lee, but DPP and
TSU says Lee's statement should not affect Lee's

courtesy

Lee, C.,

Chen,

China

Times
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KMT politicians, Hung Siu-Chu and others, think
that Lee no longer should have the courtesy of

former president for having such statement.

2005.06.24

PIRE TR SRR T N HHEEA

diao yti tdi zhéngyi mad hong rudn ruo zong tong
fu : xia yue tan pan ji¢ jué

Ma condemns the government for being too soft
on the dispute, and the governement plans to

negotiate in the next month

Lin, Y.,

Chao,

China

Times

Regarding Chen says that the problem is fishery
rather than sovereignty, Ma said that Chen is too
soft and should never say such thing as a

president.

2005.07.02

FMERTE EEaR R
yi quan wén ti  14an 1ii gé bidio

KMT and DPP have different opinions regarding
the issue of fishery right)

Lin, M.

China

Times

KMT politician, Lu Kuo-Hua, said that Taiwan
should take action against the Japanese rather than
teaming up with Japan to work against China. The
problems of detentions of fishing vessels will only

increase if we do not take actions.

2008.12.11

SiHE - PR EREE HEIE

wu bé xi6ng: dido yu tai shi tai ri jian di shi

Wu says the Diaoyutai Dispute is an issue only

between Taiwan and Japan

Huang,

China

Times
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During an interview with Japanese media, KMT
chairman, Wu Po-Sion, said that the problem is
only between the ROC and Japan, and we should
cooperate on the development and fishery rather
than fighting. Taiwan will not cooperate with the
PRC. And the problem is only between the ROC
and Japan, implying that the PRC has no right in

this issue.

2012.09.25

SRS ERIER G&ER
déng jian xan ddo 1an wéi ti an i wéi ju gén

KMT politicians proposed to board the islands,
DPP politicans refused

Chen, China
W. Times

KMT politicians suggested that the legislators
should board the vessels with the fishermen to sail

around the islands.

3.3 Attitudes of Political Parties in Taiwan in comparison to the actual policy made by the

MoFA
Year MoFA DPP KMT
1990 0
1996 0 -0.5 0
1997 0 -0.5 0.5
2002 0 -0.5 1
2005 0 -1 1
2008 0 -1 0
2012 0 0 0.5
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Appendix 4

4.1 Articles from the Liberty Times regarding the incident on June 8, 2005, and
September 25, 2012.

2005

Date

Article Title

Positive

Neutral

Negative

News

Columns

609

—FELR HIIE 7 &AL
y1niadn dud lai i kou lia 7 st
ao chudn

Japan has detained 7 vessels

from Su-Ao over the year.

1

610

BEEE e SARAE

ri qi li yu chuan, wo yan zheng
kang yi

Japan expelled

Taiwanese fishing vessels,

Taiwan expresses strong protest

611

= H B 1175
biritan pan 1i wéi gi zhan
Legislators suggest provocative
actions to force Japan to

negoatiate

611

s SR R RE
huyt xian wen si ge wen ti
Four questions to ask before

protecting fishing right

611

L REER

yo e

A thief who pretends to show
sympathy

614

B HEHG HBREE R
tai ri da gong shi su kai ya ye
hui tan

A Consensus between Taiwan
and Japan to commence the

fishery meeting

617

SEEARE (FEEHE 2

111




gong jiin bu ying, shi me dao i
How is it reasonable to be soft

on the Communist?

617

N R FZEAE
you jian yi hé tuan
Another boxer rebellion?

618

B2k
zhan zhéng yin méu

War conspiracy

618

B ELEE
tai du yu hu ya
Taiwan independence and

protecting fishing right

618

& HIEERSSH] RIEN A5
tairi yu ye tan pan lidng zhou
nei zhao kai

Taiwan-Japan Fishery Meeting

to be commenced in two weeks

619

BN E BRI EEE H 3
w0 yu chuén zai lia qia hai yu
zao ri kou ya

Fishing vessels detained by
Japan in Ryukyu area

620

PR R SRR
xi¢ kui chéng nuo  jin su yu ri
tan pan yi quan

Premier Hsieh promises to
commence the fishery meeting

and negotiation with Japan

620

et iLE DRI ERE I3
mei zhong choéuri  jia shén
guo jia rén tong fen qi
Admiring the PRC while hating
Japan will worsen the sense of

national identity in Taiwan

621

HEHPPIRG?
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ti lao gong zhéng diao yu tai ¢
Safeguarding the Diaoyutai

Islands for Communist China?

2012

Date

Title

Positive

Neutral

Negative

News

Columns

925

MRS T SRR aEG )
BRI
huximd [ béitud dido yu tai
shuo tie | ...10 : tou guod
yoOu bang lian guo fa sheng

Lu suggests Ma to prepare a
statement for the sovereignty
over the Diaoyutai Islands for
the allies to speak up for Taiwan
in the United Nation

1

925

HENRIR ZEHEIRTE A
3 %

hu kan bu shun ydn xi huan
zhong gud di ri rén shéng 3 %
Not liking each other, only 3%

of the Japanese like Chinese

925

B H A Ry ek TR £ RE
zhan lii¢ mu biao ying wéi yu
quan ér fei zhli quan

The strategic agenda should be
fishing right rather than

sovereignty

925

REATE OimEYRe

han wei yu quan  bai chuan fu
diao yu tai

Hundreds of fishing vessels sail
to Diaoyutai Islands to safeguard
fishing right

925

B S OK MRRIRYEE

lang gao 5 mi chuan dui hén
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xin ku
A long day for the vessels to
fight against the 5 meters high

currents

925

THAR EEEBREE

lao yd min chang déng dao jidn
nido dan

An old fisherman says he used to
collect bird eggs on the
Diaoyutai Islands often

925

B L RRERRER & HIREE
ARG

ma : yu quan wen ti wei jué

tai ri hén ndn zuo xia lai tan
Ma says that it will be hard for
Taiwan and Japan to negotiate
before the problem of fishery is

resolved

925

H¥rE BORE RS TR
I

ri xin f4 hai bdo guan ké zai li
ddo xing shi jing cha quan
Japanese coast goards can now
exercise police authority in the
island areas as a new law has

been passed

925

B PREVIAATEE H A KR IR
B KA R

tai bao diao yu chuan yu ri bén
xUn luo jian dui zhi  shuang
fang shui zhu kai zhan
Taiwanese Bao-Diao fishing
vessels have water-gun fights

with Japanese patrol vessels

925

SHIESHIG Wahmiae
FHEMRE
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jin jing zhéng jin fang tai

pan tao lun dido yu tai zhli quan
wen ti

Imai looks forward to discuss
about the sovereignty over the
Diaoyutai Islands during his visit
to Taiwan today

925

WRAE REVEM B 9 B
B

hai xiang bu jia bao diao yu
chudn shang wi 9 shi fan hang
Fishing vessels participating in
the Bao-diao movement to return
at 9 AM due to bad weather

925

PSR e HORHEL KIS
—IEH

diao ddo hai yu tai ri da zhan
shui zhu pén she y1 shun jian
Confrontation between vessels
from Taiwan and Japan near the

Diaoyutai Islands area

925

S HBABE IMRESH
IEEHILE;

tai ri yan su tdn dido ddo wai
chéang jian jin jing zhéng zhong
shén li chang

Minister of Foreigner Affairs
restated Taiwan’s stance
regarding the islands during a

meeting with Imai

926

FEOTR THSE, EE 8k
AE £ 5

nan fang ao " xian lao z1 | yé
zh¢ : 8 chéng lai zi diao dao hai
yu

Seafood dealers say that 80% of
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the supply come from the

Diaoyutai fishery area

926

=V ARR NNy
tai wan ri bén diao yu tai
Taiwan, Japan, and the

Diaoyutai Islands

926

EonERE RS/ & H AL
KAEE 3%

xuan shi zhlt quan ting jin diao
ddo // tai ri chudn jian shui
zhu hu hong

Fishing vessels enter Diaoyutai
area to declare sovereignty //
Taiwan and Japan vessels fire

water-guns to each other

926

T—B&FR, W
"y1 tai g bido | rithé
How about “One Taiwan, Two

interpretations”

926

FIESH BEBEANEF - R
yli quan tdn pan mad yudn yudn
burali - bian

Ma performs worse than Lee and
Chen in fishing negotiations

with Japan

926

Wl SR > Ry B BURF A 3K
JSATE 7

lidang ge xIng qi qian * weéi hé
ma zhéng fii bu tan ya quan  ?
Why didn’t Ma talk about
fishing right two weeks ago?

926

HSEFE RN FMCERTREIHT
e

ri qi gdn wo yu chuan  wai jiao
bu qiang li¢ kang yi

MOoFA strongly protests against
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Japan regarding the deportations

of Taiwanese fishing vessels

926

SN TREY B RR
tai wan yu chuan bao diao
zhong gud wing you re yi

Hot discussions about Taiwan’s
Bao-Diao movement among

Chinese netizens

926

& A —TRERT

st - wu diao ru y1 zhong xian
jing

Su warns the nation not to fall

into the “One-China” trap

926

5 BUNEEA — Bt S
ma - zheng fi hu ya yididn yé
bu han ha

Ma says the government would
not be evasive for the protection

of fishing right

926

WEERE ALRILEN S =
LN A

wo xuan shi yu quan chuan dui
ting jin dido ddo san li chu
Taiwanese vessels declares
sovereignty at 3 Nm near the

Diaoyutai Islands

926

MECEE AR TR R ER
yi min hu yi quan  hai xtn di
x10ng pin dao di

Coast guards escort fishermen as
they protest to protect fishing
right

926

K- 106 F#AT @] 2.1 2
yong shéng 106 zui ji€ jin

chong dao 2.1 li

Vessel Yung-Sheng 106 was only
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2.1 Nm from the islands, which

was closest among the protestors

926

BORPRS HBEEREEA
po lang bao diao  zhi j1 yong
gan tai wan rén

Taiwanese going against the
currents to protest for fishing

right

926

HAFRCHEE K 711 RE
2 S

ri qian shuai xian yong chuang
da han 711 fan tai zhong ging
shou dao huan ying

As the leading vessels yesterday,
vessel Ta-Hang 711 highly
welcomed after coming back to

Taichung Port

926

& AR R BIFE
S

e

ma : yi min shi zhll quan

wang you - guo ji xiao hua

Netizens criticize Ma’s statement

of declaration of sovereignty
with the fishermen as an

international joke

927

TSRS - ARIE ?

ting jin dido yu tai » ran hou
ni?

What comes after entering the

Diaoyutai area?

927

SRS H B SCR S
LHE REHFPIL

méi ji€ mi wén jian © i 1 cu zhi
chi didao ddo zhti quan méi jian
chi zhong li

A confidential file of the United
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States show that the US persists
to remain neutral while Japan
suggests the US to back up on
the sovereignty over the islands

927

B4 S8 A AR ALY e

guo gong fan bang ri bén weén
zuo dido yu tai

KMT and CCP help Japan on the

Diaoyutai issue

927

IR BN REE B L
diao yu tai bu néng zhe yang
shun féng xiang song

Diaoyutai Islands are not for free

927

HEMR ERE HIRESSH
ri méi hii xii  zhong qi tai ri ya
y¢ tan pan

Japanese media suggest the
government to restart the fishery

meeting with Taiwan

927

R ERER V5 AN
i

ma kén ding hu yu diao ddo
wen ti x@ hé ping ji€ jué

Ma supports the movement and
says that the problem shall be

solved by peace

927

BT (BT 58
yUi min zan hai xun ... dan
zhuang bei yao jia qiang
Fishermen thank coast guard for
the escorts but suggest them to

upgrade the vessels

927

ENSVEEME BB ES
SRR
xuan shi dido ddo zhu quén

gido bao lian da hui chang wai
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kang yi
Diaoyutai protest outside of the
meeting of Overseas Chinese

Association

928 | REiEREY ? Ry PEIOREY ?
wéi tdi wan bdo diao ? wéi
zhong guo bao diao ?
Safeguarding sovereignty for

Taiwan or China?

928 | FEMAME BREL  AREMH A |1
Z=p= 2\

hu yi quan chén chiin shéng :
bu néng béi ri rén kan shuai xido
Chen Chun-Sheng says that
Taiwan should not be considered

inferior by Japan

928 | PURGEFER FECER DG
H

dido yu tai zhéng yi méi you
tai wan lian zhong zhi ri

The United States worries that
Taiwan will cooperate with the
PRC against Japan in the
Diaoyutai Islands Dispute

928 | k5[ AEmwE HHBELEY |1
N

tiiyudnyinfalilunju piriqie
zhan diao yu tai

Taiwan to justify its stance on
the sovereignty over the
Diaoyutai Islands by
international law, and criticizes
Japan for unlawful occupation of

the 1slands

929 | BT R EIOREY

14n shou wéi zhong gud bao diao
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Safeguarding the sovereignty
with China, for China

929

PR ELIRE IR EIE
T

Ii chéng ran : méi yi jian gé /
diao yu tai bing chéng

Lee Cheng-Ran says that the
United States calls the islands
both Senkaku and Diaoyutai

929

PIESFE FREFRELEH L
15

diao ddo zhéngyi méi dang
nian jiao rén tong ri zhl zhang
Regarding the Diaoyutai dispute,
the United States supported

Japan’s justification more

929

SRERE PR ERER
lii ying da I30 : dido yu tai ying
gong tong kai fa

DPP seniors suggest cooperation
in development of the Diaoyutai

Islands

930

HET AR Bn THEE
TESEIHY

yi lan qian rén bdo diao  xuan
shi " diao yu tai shi tou chéng

di |

Thousands of protestors from
Yilan to announce “the
sovereignty of Diaoyutai Islands

belong to Tou-Cheng town”

1001

0 ~ R -~ JE
lig jiu ~ jia jiu ~ ying |
Bad and fake alcohols turn

people into hard-liners

1001

HET T ¢ HEEETEARY
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zhi 1an ding ding : yue qit y&
shi zhong gud rén di
To the KMT supports, “The

moon also belongs to China.”

1001 | BEHEFHNHAZA
gl cuo yin I¢ hui di ri bén ké rén
Japanese guests in a traditional

instrument music concert

1001 | — 87T B F T ERSRAS A
fop=

y1 zhdng jin gii zhou / zhong guod
dd ya xi md bu hui luo mu

The curse of “One-China” policy
/ Suppression from China will

not end

1001 | TSAR B © G B
Y

yu gian zheén min shang ji€ -
dido yt tai  toéu chéng di
Thousand of protestors chant
“Diaoyutai Islands belong to

Tou-Cheng town”

1001 | EREMRSVAREER &
H R L IE

tai xtn lu6 chuén xian shén diao
yu tai hai yu  tai ri wu xian dian
hu qiang

Oral confrontations through the
radio between Taiwan and Japan

as Taiwanese patrol vessels enter

Diaoyutai area
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4.2 Articles from the China Times regarding the incident on June 8, 2005, and
September 25, 2012.
2005

Date | Title Positive | Neutral | Negative | News | Columns

609 | HEAV) & EMEHTEITE 1 1
ri guan qi€ tai wan yu min kang yi
xing dong

Japan shows concern over

Taiwanese fishermen’s protest

609 | & HiaEEZE WERERE RE |1 1
A

tai ri y shi chong tt = w0 xuan shi
zht quan pai jian hu ya

Taiwan sends navy vessels to escort

fishmen in the Bao-Diao movement

610 | BEAIAER & RIESIFR G TR 1 1
tan pan bu chéng quan qid zaidiao
yu tai zhi quan

The issue of the sovereignty over
the islands stuck the fishery meeting

between Taiwan and Japan

610 | HHWBEE A ER BRI 1 1
dui ri qiang shéng yu jie tong shi
chou ma zheng fu

Fishermen blames the government

while challenging Japan

610 | —flEl R BRAEERAY R E 22 | |
y1 ge qian qué dan shi di hdi yang

guo jia
An island nation without courage
610 | FENIREANR » FEBUFHUT 1 1

wu li bao hu rén min > yao zhe
zheéng fu zuo shi me ?
What is the use of government if it

cannot protect its own people
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610

KT s A 5 ST EH
jing ji hdi yu ri bén 1ao guo jie

wai jiao bu pi ct bao

MoFA condemns Japan for crossing
over the EEZ

612

RS FEVEAE 0 BUEAE |

huyi nan han néng ° tai wan y¢
néng !

If South Korea is able to protect its

fishing right, so can Taiwan!

614

& HEEy Blehlm

tdiri ya yéjii féen zhéng yuan pan
jiang weén

The Executive Yuan hopes both
Taiwan and Japan can calm down

and discuss on the fishery problem

614

AR Wyttt EIBE S e R A
yimin pan xian gong tong kai fa
zhong dié hai yu

Fishermen hope Taiwan and Japan
can start with the co-development in

the overlapping sea area

615

FHEHOARE PR E L

zhl quan huan yi quan  wo xt wu
shi zhi qu

Taiwan needs to think praticial
when considering exchanging

sovereignty for fishing right

616

s ZHIEIEE
huyta shan yong gud ji fa
Using International Law in the

Diaoyutai issue

618

AR

huan qi zi you zén yang

What is wrong with changing to a
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different flag?

618

AN
SlES
ai tai huo hai tai

Doing Taiwan good or bad?

618

ABREI S RMENEE ¢ X
LG MEET FHH ReItHE
1
gian hai zong fu can méu chang lan
ning li bao liao * gong zhan dido yu
tdi hdomoxu lilizu taisifu
zhong
Former Deputy Chief of the general
stuff of Navy Headquarter, Lan
Ning-Lee, said that a military drill
around the disputed island was
approved by the minister of national

defense, Hau, but disapproved and

canceled by President Lee

2012

Date

Title

Positive

Neutral

Negative

News

Columns

925

FHEEEA B AHHREE B
K EARES FIRERET &
HomEK T HRMtEEEL, H
TR AR S = A
zUridairén hai xan : bu pai chu
dong wii  ying qi l1di ! rud yu min
déng ddo jiang pai yuan sui xing
ruo ri fang pén shui " wo mén yé
hui pén hui qu ; dan bing chi bu
tiao xin déng san bu yuéan z¢é

Taiwan coast guard says that escort
will be provided to the protestors and
will retaliate within the protocols if

Japan fires water-gun

1

925

42 4% > flFECEHERE - 1
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Rt FEECRSE ST

42 nian hou > zhong shi ji zhé zai
chuang diao ddo ... b6 lang y1 lu yun
ting jin bdo diao féng bao zhong xin
China Times reporters go to the
Diaoyutai Islands again after 42

years

925

PREVARES ST © HH A&
36 T

bao diao bu néng déng zOng zhi
hut © bei ri bén g1 fu 36 nidn lido
Protester leader says Taiwan should
no longer keep down in safeguarding
the sovereignty after being bullied
by Japan for 36 years

925

FALHRENR PREVHEHE

yu chudn z6ng dong yuan bao diao
pin téu zhen

Working together in the Bao-Diao

movement

925

PR GER BUFER —EEZEL
k4

dido yu tai hu ya zheéng fu zhe ci y1
ding yao na chu chéng ji

The government will try to
accomplish something in the Bao-

Diao movement this time

925

TR B2 gaHESE /N

jin ding dong hai  gu6 an hui zu
ying bian xido zu

A special group has been formed in
the national security council to

watch over the East China Sea

925

B AR S E A
ARG

zhéng k¢  bié zhi chii y1 zhang zui
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na chii shi li hu yG cai you dé tan
To the politicians, actions speak

louder than words

925

S ERK ARARER REGE
NHFTI7 B E TR L
AL SRR E

shi shang zui da  yl min bu wei
feng lang zhan xian tai wan rén di
dd pin  hai jun hai xan sui xing hu
weil  wo bdi sou yu chudn jin chén
yong rao diao ddo

Largest Diaoyutai Islands protest in
history; hundreds of Taiwanese
fishing vessels sail to the islands

with escorts of the navy

925

BilEhEZAgit IR E SO
PegRE " FEC B

guo jiin hai kong qi fa zong tong ji
wéian hai xan t€ qin quan fu wu
zhuang " zi dan yi shang tang |

The military provides presidential
level escort for the protestors of the

Bao-Diao Movement

925

PRETE * PREVITERS: S8 NBERE
BIRE AR N ST AHE
# SftEL REE R -
BCSRSER BB (RIS

hiio 16ng bin : bio dido fén lan lii
g¢€1 rén kan xiao hua  guo jia zhong
dayiti yin zhao y¢ ¢ dou wu fa tui
dong ling ta you xin hdo xii qing
lin yi xi6ng ~ lidn zhan déng liang
ddng da 130 dui tdn cu jin hé xié
Hao says that KMT and DPP should
not oppose each other on such a

national level issue of safeguarding
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the sovereignty of the Diaoyutai
Islands, and suggests seniors of both

parties to hold meeting for consensus

925

RSy & 0 RS BUAR
sRFE A R B HIREERE T A
EHRUBNHER hSEfEEE
fEf HEREER

ting bdo diao ma * ri gan rao bu yu
JjinuyGmin qidng diao wen ti bu
ji€ jué tairi hén nan tan xia qu
zhong shén dong hai hé ping chang
yi pan ge guo gé zhi zhl quan
zhéng yi gong tong kai fa z1 yuan

Ma expresses support for the Bao-
Diao movement and restated the East
China Sea Peace Initiative; hoping
all to shelve the dispute and

cooperate on the development

925

st A (LR I ERURSESH
Ha i EERSHIE S8
WK

shud ming gud you hua zhéng yi

pan zhong qi yi y¢€ tan pan i jido
110 x1€ hui i shi chang jin jing zhéng
Jin fdng tai mi¢ huo

Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association
director Imai visits Taiwan today to
explain about nationalizing the
islands and discuss about the fishery

agreement

925

SRS BRREE GRER
déng jian xin ddo lan wéi ti an

1ii wéi ju gén

KMT politicians proposed to board
the islands; DPP politicans refused
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926

PREVEEMR PRINZEE TR S
208 TEROKEE g H i 5 [EaE
i e BEHREBOE A
[RERMEE Hai TP
bao diao hu ya chéng gong ti wéi
ting jin ju diao dao 2 i hai xn shui
pao hui jiri jian ; hui jing gudng
bo ~ zhao déng jing gao ri tui chi
w0 hdi yu  yl min nan ydn xing fén
zhi shud " chao hii yu qi |
Protesters got as close as 2 Nk to the
Diaoyutai Islands and say that it
exceeded their expectations; coast
guards fired water-guns with warning

announcements to Japan coast guards

926

B EM HENMESHIER A
R HARE TEAL, $9RE
0% BOREIE EoRFHEREA
ERAF SRR
jian chi zhti quan  yang jin tian ju
Jjin jing kang yi  wo bu chéng rén ri
bén pian mian [ guod you hua] dido
yu tai zuo fa  yao qiu che hui
xuan shi chi xu han wéi yi min zuo
ye quan li
Yang refused Imai's protest; ROC
continues to safeguard sovereignty
and fishing right, and does not
accept Japan's unilateral decision on

noationalizing the islands

926

5T AR EETTE

ma pan m¢i zhong i ting yi min ai
guo xing dong

Ma supports the fishermen’s
movement to Diaoyutai Islands and

wishes the United States to remain
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neutrual

926

P&~ PEd bR ES - DIH EEEE
H

guo ji ~ lu méi kuai bao wang

min - kang ri yao kao guo jiin
Foreign and PRC media report about
the protest; netizens say that only the

military is reliable against Japan

926

Orey HEAESVE 38 B2 BEH
REHE

bdo dido tingjindidoddo 3 1i xué
zh¢ : po huai ri bén guan If quan
Protesters got as close as 2 Nk to the
islands; scholars think that the protest

violates Japan’s administration

926

WL RS FERE

lidng an gong tong bao dido  quan
kao mo qi

Taiwan and China’s undertanding of
each other helps the success of the

Bao-Diao movement

926

KAEZEE PReVAL © R T R
% | BAEEKEEE EEIRE
EBET | AT TR
BRSNS BB T IEAK

shui zhu to wéi  bdo diao chuén :
gayipin lido midn jing ! hai xin
jian pén shui hui jT  yl min zhen fen
kan dao lido | yu chuan yi hui ting
jin  jin ju li ning shi diao dao

déng ddo xia ci zai lai

Protesters get excited as Taiwan
coast guards fire water-guns to
Japan, and hope to board the islands

next time

926

%A RE FEAELh 1A
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guo an tou lu  shi qian yu zhong ri
jiao she guo

National security council says a prior
notice was given to China and Japan
before the protest

926

R 30 H 45 iE T

tou chéng 30 ri fa dong hu yu you
xing

Diaoyutai demonstration to take
place in Tou-Cheng town on
September 30

926

PrReVEIEEE A 711 RS

bao diao ji xian feng da han 711 fan
tai

Leading vessel during the protest, Ta-

han 711, returns to Taiwan

926

MR BT TIEREA . HOEEE
K AFRARHEES @G H
ZN

yamin : zhéng fi " méi lu yong |
zijiying qi lai fu zi liang dai di ya
chang jué bu rang géiri bén

A fisherman says that he and his
father will rely on themselves to
protect their 2-generation fishery at
the Diaoyutai Islands area, rather
than relying on the “useless”

government

926

WAL EREY G8EE AR
lidng an gong tong bdo diao  tai wan
xué zh¢ : bu xt yao

Taiwanese scholars think it is
unnecessary to cooperate with the
PRC for Diaoyutai Islands

927

HEARRY - BRER E R
LR APE - At
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kén ding yi min bao dido ~ hai xun
huytd ma : zhdn xian zhl quan

bu tiao xin ~ bu hui bi

Ma gives positive comments on the
protest and the escort of the coast
guards; it shows that Taiwan has the
sovereignty without overly
provoking, and not avoiding to show
the country’s stance

927

AR G | KRR IR 7
R WENIR HITEAEE X
HH IT T E ARG
SRR R R TR
U |

hdi xin ying qi 1ai zanla ! shui
zhu xiang nido niao ? wi nai

liang jun dui zhi i fang pén shui
ping zhi you ydu li wo fang " shé
bu yuan you sheé bu qiang ;  yu
min gan xi¢ hu yi dan réng ren wéi
zhuang beéi " xa gai jin |

Protesters thank the coast guards for
the escort, but suggests them to

upgrade the gears as well

927

SN | ARSI - £207H
HE&E

tdo gong dao ! yu min xi¢ hai xtin
ting ~ cai yan ming chi z1
Protesters thank the coast guards for
the escort and Cai for the fund

927

PREVEEIAIE i 6 pERRILE A
o R 82% B R AT
BB RIHE 66% ¥ B EHER
BE AT 7 B AR R

bao diao hu yt quan yu 6 chéng

min zhong an zan  bén bao zui xin
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min diao xian shi 82 9§ dui yu
min ré xu¢ xing dong shu da mu zhi
66 9% dui zhéng fu hu ya bido shi
kén ding jin 7 chéng qi dai géng j1
Ji zuod weéi

More than 60% of the people support
the Bao-Diao movement; 82% give
positive comments to the fishermen
and 66% give positive comments to
the government; more than 70%

hope for more actions from the

government
928 | TAMCHD ¢ A EZEHHS R
wO wai jido bu : bu ji€ shou y¢ tian
yan lun
MOoFA refused Yano’s statement
928 | KiEs HIHIUN FIMmEa EE

T HEE BHEGETERES
THE BRI AR AR o
B S BEZ[OIE TR S
BEsEIH T ST

da yan shud ri xiang xian bo

zhéng dido yu tai zhtt quan zhong
ri kaima yé tidn zhi tai wan y¢ zhu
zhang yong you zhil quan  xi xin
guo ji fa hé ping ji¢ jué zhong guo
qing chén 5 didn dud hui ying " zhan
bai gud yao ba zhan zhan shéng gud
lingtih qiyoducili

Japanese PM Yano says Taiwan has
the right to claim sovereignty as
well, and suggests to resolve the
issue with the International Court of
Justice; China refuted, “WW2 loser
has no right to occupy winner’s

territory.”
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928

PIRGLLT HAARRRESE 17
diao yu tai hong lido  ri bén rén di
lian jin 1ii lido

Japan would not like it as Diaoyutai
Islands get more international

attentions

928

ZRFERMY) £0505 © ERdOm
PRl OREY

duo ci bido da guan qieé cai dé
shéng : méi zui pa lidang an lidn shou
bao diao

Tsai Te-Sheng says that the United
States has expressed concern over
the possibility of Taiwan cooperating
with the PRC on the Diaoyutai

Islands i1ssue

928

P T B R EOR H R S

nan shi yi hui qiang li¢ yao qit ri gut
huén diao dao

Tainan city council strongly requests
Japan to return the Diaoyutai Islands

929

HEE  fsaBld s HEAH
g

Japanese scholars says that it was a
big mistake of Japan to switch

diplomatic tie from Taiwan to China

929

500 HAMERH#EZE HiE " 5B
HERE, ARTE=EF: H &%
e ENE

500 ri bén shi min lidn shu  kén
ding " dong hai hé ping chang yi |
da jiang jian san lang : ri zhan ling
dido yu tai ying fan sheng

500 Japanese sign a petition to
support the East China Sea Peace

Initiative; Ooe Kenzaurou says that
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Japan should be sorry to occupy the
islands

930

& H/KEL S BISEEAGIERR TRy
REHRICT B TR R P A
B PRz BRI IR ~ MEKAE
0~ 3B BRI

tai ri shui zhan yué déng guo ji méi
ti tou bdn bado diao hu yu chéng
gong nan fang ao yu chudn ji wo
hai xun jian  yu ri bdo an ting chuan
jian dui zhi ~ pén shui zhu ya -
méi ~ ou déng zhi méi zhéng xiang
bao dao

The water-gun fight between Taiwan
and Japan coast guards made it to
international Asian, American, and

European media

1001

H#eERU&EESSH] FRaliE

ri ni zhong qi yu ye tan pan w0 hui
ju

Japan plans to reinitiate the fishery

meeting with Taiwan; Taiwan refuses

1001

BIBREY - AR

tai wan bao dido > xiang qian ti po
Taiwan safeguards sovereignty over
the Diaoyutai Islands, and

proceeding foward
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