
Abstract

English as a second language has become increasingly important in the Asia Pacific region for the purposes of 

international communication; however language policies in these countries do not generally consider the personal learner 

benefits of any such study. This paper reports a study of students at an international university in Japan, and researches the 

relative motivations for their studies. The top-down approach of language policies throughout Asia demonstrates the aims 

of the governments setting the policy. This paper will show how the students feel about their studies under these policies, 

arguing that their voices should be incorporated into the language policies of the Asia Pacific. 
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“Will English make me a better person?”:
How Asia Pacific language students view the personal 

effect of studying English
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