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Abstract

This paper is part of a project supported by the Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science and reports on
tourism-based community development. The study identifies the present status and impediments to tourism-
based community development. The data for this study was collected by means of a structured questionnaire
administered to government officers who were closely involved in tourism-based community development.
The questionnaire also allowed respondents to make comments. Among the 1963 questionnaires
administered, 798 valid questionnaires were obtained. Of the respondents, 95.9 percent answered that they
were involved in tourism-based community development practices and 61.2 percent answered that they had
started tourism-based community development since 2004. The study found that tourism resources
conservation was the most popular activity of the administrative officers while securing financial resources
was their least important activity. Respondents differ in terms of self-evaluation: While 39 percent of
government officers report that the number of tourists has increased; 25.1 percent disagrees with this claim.
The most important impediments to tourism-based community development include accessibility to areas of
tourist attractions, lack of planning, gap in the understanding about the importance of community based
tourism between government officers and local people, lack of coordination among groups involved in
tourism-based community development, difficulty of branding community based tourism (optional tour) and
securing independent finance.

Keywords: Impediments, Municipalities, Present status, Self-evaluation, Tourism-based community
development.
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