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The research examines the impact of the rapid urban and architectural development on each of the
historic preservation methods and the existence of Islamic architectural identity in contemporary
buildings. The importance of this research is to study the characteristics of the cultural heritage that
shaped the architectural identity in Mecca and to evaluate the experience of architectural heritage
preservation.

The research follows the following methodologies:

First, an analytical and theoretical review determines the factors affecting both the formation of the
architectural identity of contemporary buildings and the preservation of architectural heritage.
Second, a descriptive historical approach is undertaken in the narrative analysis of the collecting all
the available data which describes the changes that were introduced to the building of the Kaaba
during the Islamic era. Finally, the analytical method was used to evaluate the conservation
procedures carried out in the restoration of the Kaaba, analytical method was used also to study field
examples from the Makkah area and to analyze contemporary buildings identity, field visits and

observation were conducted during the study of these examples.

The present study resulted that the level of preservation in Mecca, recorded a high degree of
awareness in the restoration during a long period of time and it is clear from the study that the
original form and materials have not been significantly changed. Full respect for the sanctity of the
place and its monuments were noticed. On the other hand, the reflection of identity on contemporary
buildings was not strong and the attention to the manifestations of the Islamic spiritual architecture
was poor, according to the current study. Based on that, the study concludes, the architectural

identity can be lost and changed in a society that preserves its historic buildings.



