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A Comparative Study on Town scape Conservation and
Risk Preparedness, -Case Study on Sustainable
Protection of Historic Towns in Japan and Peru -
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Peru and Japan, both suffering from repeating earthquake disasters and
recoveries as located on the Seismic Zones, have different town planning systems
for townscape conservation; Peru has a system respecting heritage and townscape
conservation like Europe, but Japan has another system, regarding its traditional
wooden building towns dangerous from their disastrous experience of big city fires
after earthquake or air bombing during the 2 World War.

For example, the zoning system of town planning in Peru protects the historic
centers of some 300 historic towns , including the UNESCO World Heritage cities
like Lima, Arequipa and Cusco. But Japanese nationally selected historic
preservation districts designated by its town planning procedures are not protected
with its land use zone, applying very high FAR(floor-area ratio) . The town
planning road system has been also different between Peru and Japan; Peru does
not generally construct new wide roads in the historic center, but Japan has
destroyed many historic towns by wide road construction in the centers, for the city
fire disaster prevention.

In the process of recent earthquake disaster recovery in Seismic Zone countries,
the people of historic towns wish to continue their memory of traditional townscape
in the same way: Kobe citizens in Japan at Hanshin great earthquake in 1995,
welcomed the recovery news of Kitano historic preservation district, and Arequipa
citizens in Peru quickly restored the famous bell tower of the Cathedral at 2001
earthquake. But the restoration requires traditional techniques, scientific
structural analysis, and appropriate structural reinforcement or consolidation.

Recent International messages, “Lima Declaration for Disaster Risk Management
of Cultural Heritage 2010” adopted by ICOMOS, and “Recommendation on the
Historic Urban Landscape” adopted by UNESCO General Assembly in 2011, both
urge the sustainable historic townscape conservation, requesting the good
coordination between heritage policy and town planning or disaster mitigation

policies.



