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Along with the rapid economic development, most countries are suffering from severe problems
like a squander of resources and waste discharges. China, along with its extremely economic
development, is also facing critical waste problems.

OECD advanced a theory called The Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), which is large
promotion in dealing with waste problems. However, the countries which accepted this theory did
not all follow the theory as it were, but made their own development according to various
circumstances. As to the countries which do not totally understand this theory like China, it is
extremely vital to have a good understanding of the concepts and practice from the developed
countries. Therefore, this thesis will be based on a study between Japan, the U.S. and China from
the angle of comparative law.

This thesis consists of five chapters. Chapter 1 is an introduction on the concept, content and
practicing methods of the EPR in OECD. Chapter 2 is a research of the EPR’s shared
responsibility system from the view of both theory and legal systems. Chapter 3 focuses on the
study of Product Stewardship (PS) from the U.S. and takes Maine as an example of PS research.
Chapter 4 is an analysis on EPR’s concepts and legal system of China. Chapter 5 is a research
from the angle of comparative law based on the prior chapters.

Finally, based on the comparative researches of EPR’s circumstances in OECD, Japan, the U.S.
and China from Chapter 1 to Chapter 5, this thesis comes into a conclusion of how to properly
understand the concept of EPR and the discussion on the value of shared responsibility in EPR.
Moreover, the direction on developing EPR legal system in China through Two Phases should be
discussed as the further subjects in future study.



