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Abstract of Doctoral Thesis

Facial beauty, likability, and attractiveness: What is the difference?
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Facial beauty, likability, and attractiveness have been regarded as a single category in most studies
of faces because they are highly correlated to each other; however, they are not always consistent.
For example, there are faces that are beautiful or attractive but are not liked. To examine how they
are different, the present study compared facial beauty, likability, and attractiveness with respect to
facial features or evaluation processes.

Results show that eyes were the most critical facial feature affecting the three evaluations
(Experiments 1 and 2: Analysis 1), while features within characteristics of eyes affected evaluations
differently (Experiments 1 and 2: Analysis 2). Likability and attractiveness were largely contributed
to by partial information such as eye shape, while beauty depended on eye shapes as well as whole
information such as the configuration of facial parts (Experiment 2: Analyses 3 and 4). Findings
suggest that beauty contributes to the memory of faces while likability does not (Experiments 3 and
4). Beauty was constant over a lapse of stimulus duration, while evaluations of likability and
attractiveness changed as facial parts such as the nose or mouth were emphasised (Experiment 5).
More agreement was found between observers regarding beauty than likability and attractiveness
(Experiment 1: Analysis 5).

These results suggest that beauty belongs to a ‘perceptual’ process that tends to be affected by
facial features, whereas likability and attractiveness reflect higher levels of perception because they
are affected by numerous factors. The latter could possibly be regarded as ‘cognitive’ processes that
are based upon observers’ own knowledge or experience, because likability and attractiveness
should be important when they form interpersonal relationships with other people. Moreover,
attractiveness shares common processes with beauty and likability. These results point to different
mechanisms involved in facial beauty, likability, and attractiveness; in addition, we found that
people are remarkably accurate at presuming other people’s evaluations (Experiment 6).

The present study presents evidence for different evaluation mechanisms involved in three aspects
of facial goodness, that is, facial beauty, likability, and attractiveness, which so far have been

regarded as a single category, often labelled ‘attractiveness’. Further investigation is necessary to



clarify details of the difference, to reveal what causes the highly positive correlation among facial
beauty, likability, and attractiveness, and to understand how one can presume other’s evaluations of

faces.



