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This article aims to clarify the social and political systems in Kofun Period by analyzing
production systems of cylindrical haniwa. The analysis particularly focuses on continuity and
interruption of the clay production in a Kofun cluster whether a group of craftsmen is reorganized
every time a kofun is newly constructed. As a method of analysis, a group of craftsmen was derived
from differences in the manufacturing technology of haniwa, and it was investigated whether haniwa
on a kofun and those on the following kofun are manufactured using a common technology. When
the same fabrication technique is applied, it is highly likely that the craftsmanship is continued.

When it is different, however, it indicates the change in the group of craftsmen.

Based on the above assumptions, the following was found out.

At the beginning of Kofun Period, a haniwa production system was organized every time a new
kofun was constructed. In the early kofun period, system was still called on at the time of kofun
construction. Just before the middle Kofun Period, the system was maintained by the leaders influential
over the wide area. In the middle Kofun Period, the system was built and maintained by every kofun group.
In the late Kofun Period, haniwa production system was set every time a new Kofun was built.

As a result, it was revealed that haniwa production systems had always been changing due to
the changes in the political systems. Thus, clarification of cylindrical haniwa production system should

elucidate the social and political system in Kofun Period.



