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1905 is regarded as very important period in the study of NatsumeSoseki. His first novel 1
Am a Cat, which was serialized from January, has been considered to be the key to make Soseki’s
early awareness of issues clear. On the other hand, his other seven novels, which were written
simultaneously, have been treated lightly. This dissertation focuses on Yokyoshu that includes
seven novels; the Tower of London, Carlyle's House, Maboroshi no tate, Kotono sorane, Ichiya,
Kairo-ko and Shumi no iden and analyzes each of them to show their themes and tell another side
of Soseki’s early period literature totally.

In chapter 1, the Tower of London and Carlyle's House that Soseki wrote from his own
experience in London are examined to clarify the intention of borrowing the stage of London of
the early 20th century under Russo-Japanese War.

In chapter 2, Maboroshi no tate and Kairo-ko that were strongly based on the Western
legends are focused on. Soseki declared that both of them were not simple imitation or translation.
His ideal way of literature is discussed.

In chapter 3, Koto no sorane and Shumi no iden that draws Japan of the same times are
treated. Main characters in each work are targeted and explored, and the analysis shows Soseki’s
‘literary’ intention which was hidden behind incomplete ‘scientific’ explanations.

In chapter 4, Ichiya that was created in from the Russo-Japanese War to postwar is
considered. Through the examinations into postures and gestures of three persons in
Japanese-style room, the detail of Soseki’s mind in that time is proved.

In conclusion, each chapter is summarized and the features of Yokyoshu and Soseki’s mind in
his early time as a novelist are explained.



