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Socio-Spatial Exclusion of Christian
Groups in modern Japan

XbEH <
ASO Tasuku

Exclusion is a universal phenomenon that has been found throughout the world
since the beginning of human history. Even today, certain people, communities,
and facilities are excluded all over the world. Exclusion has three features,
universality, invisibility, and existentiality. In this article, these features are
referred to as “exclusionality”.

Sometimes exclusionality is interpreted within the context of landscapes. Sibley
calls those landscapes, “Landscapes of exclusion”. Still, conventional research
doesn’t adequately address incidents of exclusion because of the concealment of
exclusion. Geography has addressed all spatial phenomena including exclusion,
so it should be possible to analyze exclusion using a geographical approach. This
approach could be called “Exclusionary Geography”. The purpose of this article is
to investigate the generation of “Landscapes of exclusion”. Two concepts useful
for analyzing “Landscapes of exclusion” are “Socio-spatial dialectic” and “Collective
memory”.

This article highlights two cases of Christian groups in 1930’s Japan, the
Mino-Mission in Ogaki city, and the Catholics on Amamioshima. These groups
were once adopted in regional society, and were generally regarded as being
different. After that, various actors of regional society participated in their
exclusion. There were complicated politics of exclusion, and politically controlled
collective stories that justified their exclusion were generated. Moreover, many
discourses about some buildings used by Christian groups affected each other,
resulting in physical practices such as the destruction or appropriated use of those

building. The conclusions of this paper are as follows:
1. It is possible to prove “exclusionality” found in landscapes.
2. “Socio-spatial dialectic” and “Collective memory” are useful in proving
“exclusionality”.
3. It is possible to predict the relationship between “Landscapes of exclusion”
and locality.
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