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Japanese Culture from the Edo tothe Meiji Period
Through Kimono Designs
A N E S

Mizuho Kamo

This dissertation exploreshow kimono designschanged through time and
how kimono shared and exchangeddesigns withother media, including paintings,
woodblock printed books, and katagami. The dissertation also focuses on katagami
and kimono designs in the Meiji era, important material for history of Japanese
fashion and design.

Chapter 1 reviewsthe current situationsofkatagamiresearch and kimono
industry in Japan. The chapter also describesthe research method I take for this
dissertation, which utilizes the KatagamiDatabase at the Art Research Center,
Ritsumeikan University, as its tool.

Chapter 2 focuses on “Whose sleeves?’motifwhich appeared in various art
forms in the Edo period.Depending upon the forms and media, the motifs, their
shapes and representations,changedthrough time.

Chapters 3 and 4focus on patterns used for kabuki costumeswhich areto
expresskabuki characters. With two kabuki programs as examples, I examine how
their costumes changed.My research of theater publications and actor prints in the
Edo perioddemonstratesthatkabuki actors, script writers, and ukiyo-eartists in the
Edo period gave serious consideration tokabuki costumes’patterns.

Chapter 5 introduces three katagamicollections in Japan and Italy.
Chapter 6 focuses on a katagami design which uses a silhouette design, which
points outthat some katagami designs were affected by ukiyo-e and performing arts,
and created new designs with understanding aKatagami'sstrong point.

Chapter7discussesyuzen designs, submitted for the competitionsthat the
Association for Yuzensponsored in the late Meiji era. The yuzen designs as a
collectionare important to know what designs were fashionable in the late Meiji era.
Chapter 8shows how some of the traditional designs from the Edo period were
received,and how these designs were modified in the late Meiji era.

In short, this dissertation revealssome parts of the Japanese design
culture, which had been hardly studied,by using a new method with information

technology and applying it for researchmaterials in various media.
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