A S E

Aavs g 7T T EEICBIT A S 3O BIEHIEE
—F & BB D RV DS D —

SEAEE R TR B ST TR
NS R R R AR
ZIHY Vrz—LhX
M)V —A X

ﬁ$\¢ﬁ@%3~ﬂyﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁéfﬁijkTﬁAJ®%%%bCDﬁ%C%%ﬁﬁ
DNTWD, 9 Lz TXidE o EERIRICE WA, &0 LI RIBOKEE| OEENE
K%?é%ﬁﬁ%mbfﬁb\%@@%%ﬁﬁﬁ%%_%®E%%E<¢ﬁ@%@§®&ﬁ&
FFORAIRA SN Sh o od 5, LR OMRBIMEZRE 2, AL, AUy v TH7 7
v 7 EEH (481~T7511F) DHREZHBICKIT HELFRORWBOEREE SN THZ LT, Any
4 T HOEFERFOREIOCELYTLHIEAANE LTS

INET, Au v 7THICBIT 28Aaa@EITES LTHIERN - M8 Db T -,
ZOID, BFEDHIBWTELFABR DL EXKE L > TSI O THAICH S

IINTWRW, FRC, AL O < HBAERI e & NS S E O NHIBIR~DELE R
+aThD, AFRTIE, Ar T4 THOBURHIRICHASZHEMES T, ThbOaH

WCHEBER G L7 ERF B OB OSNHITER Z N OO0 21T 5 Z 21T LTz,

FTH LE TR, 511D 629 FFE TOHABZH LW -7, TORR., WFEFE LI
KV EEFRBOMTBIEHN W B I ala=r—Ta ryBEMINIZ E B Lz, F
B HIE R OB Z WA T DB IFEE OEM & WS LG D REESCEZE U TEREAT
92 LT, EOBURIREICK L TEENZITHES 22 L3 T& 7z, —F, EERFATbOFR
R E ) ELRARY OO0, BB EBE L TEMHEE LTONIGEZRP LT,

Bt < B 2 EBCIX, 630 EM D 670 R E TOHARHE AWM - T-, T ORNITIRGECE L)
BIC K DBORIEE © < HRWNHIBR L, ZHUTRb D BB~ DRHER G238 LT <,
FENLRTE LR | BERBEOHFEENE - EHEMRITE. SEAN, EEFREGRE &Y
W NIy P —Z IR T 5RIBUC LY B ONDL X )10 %, F - FHERITE L FHEO
BIfRIZ. FEEESHTH LWBIER - REWILAIZ /2 0 Do b o I EEREZ H OB S T
X, BESHTIHEERNZBOREG Lo T,

TOEYIT, BHICEVEVESH L LOD, HEESEITE L TE L FHOBIAMIER
IS D72 @%&LT%%LtO%K%_\ﬁﬁﬁ%fif\Qﬁﬂﬁ@ﬂﬁ@%ﬁ
S, MBS U THBRERN R SN, £ 9 LI EL FIBOBHFAN BRI Z0n, A
nY g T T EEOKRFORBE R LTEBEZLNLDTH D,



Abstract of Doctoral Thesis

The Political Role of Church Councils in Merovingian Francia:
An Approach from the Viewpoint of Royal-Episcopal Negotiation

Doctoral Program: Major in Humanities
Graduate School of Letters

Ritsumeikan University

2 HT x—hX
TATSUKAWA James

Recent scholarship has emphasised the vital role that bishops played in politics and government in the
Early Middle Ages, leading to a re-evaluation of traditional views on the relationship between "State"
and "Church” in this era. This thesis seeks to shed light on the nature of Merovingian polity by
considering political negotiations between kings and bishops in church councils. Previous research
focused mainly on the institutional and legal aspects of councils. However, the political and personal
aspirations of the attendees of these councils have not yet received due consideration. This thesis pays
close attention to political backgrounds as well as personal relationships in order to gain a better
understanding of the dynamics of Merovingian councils.

Part one addresses councils which took place from 511 to ¢.626/7. It is my intention to show in this
paper that bishops and kings carried out negotiations over political issues in councils. Bishops made
their voices heard through conciliar decrees, which represented their collective will as ecclesiastical
leaders, while kings responded by way of edicts. Collectively, bishops were able to exert considerable
influence on political matters involving the king.

Part two addresses councils which took place from 630 to ¢.670. In this era, we see a decline in
canonical decrees and edicts on the one hand, and an increase in privileges for monasteries issued at
councils on the other. Additionally, conciliar attendance increasingly came to depend on personal
networks which were centred upon the king and his court and which consisted of bishops who belonged
to palatine and/or monastic circles.

To conclude, councils played a pivotal role in determining the political relationship between kings
and bishops in the Merovingian era. This royal-episcopal relationship was based on mutual interest and,
when necessary, compromise by both parties, which in turn contributed to the maintenance of the

Merovingian polity.



