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A Study of meal description in Genji Monogatari
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This study considers meal description in Genji Monogatari and tries to comprehend the story
in multifaceted ways. Although described less than that of clothing and housing, the meal description
has close relations to the main incidents in the story. The study reveals how the meal description
becomes the clue to develop the story focusing on direct, indirect and abstract expressions about the

meal.

Part 1 examines how the characters and their surroundings observe "meal” in the story and
how their emotions towards it affect the descriptions of the main characters’ feelings and actions in the
process of the story. Chapter 1 indicates the similarity of the two characters, Fujitsubo-no-miya and
Kashiwagi, under the condition of "resisting eating”. Chapter 2 to 4 focuses on the meaning of the
"resisting eating" descriptions, which appear repeatedly, of some characters, such as Onna-san-no-miya,
Murasaki-no-ue and Uji-no-naka-no-kimi. Chapter 5 discusses how the attitude of Niou-miya eating is
observed.

In addition to Part 1, this study also discusses how these actions affect the feelings of the main
characters and the plots of the story, by analyzing the use of words such as "Sawagu(making noise)" in

Chapter 1; and "Nonoshiru(being loud)" in Chapter 2.

Part 2 shows that the meal description exists as a medium to show the movement of the
character's feelings, in Chapter 1 and 4, when men and women see each other; in Chapter 2, when

people give and receive gifts; in Chapter 3, when mean descriptions are used in Wakas.

Therefore, meal descriptions have an influence on the feelings of the characters, and it
becomes a key to understand the story's development. Furthermore, the final chapter indicates the depth
of Genji Monogatari by analyzing some other meal descriptions, which were not appeared in the

original story, in an Old explanatory note.



