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Many family register books and 7btome, Okinawa family memorial tablets, were burned in the
most area of Okinawa during the Battle of Okinawa. After the war ended, they were restored.
However, some families did not declare their member in Airakuen, the Hansen Disease sanatorium.
The detail of their situation, what the residents of Airakuen wanted, and how they acted at that
time, have been overlooked in previous studies. This paper aims to reveal what it meant for residents
of Airakuen to restore family registers, by interviewing people of Airakuen, their families and
neighbors, as well as studying the documents of the residents’ association.

The people who have Hansen disease carries the stigma as “BYOSYA”, literally meaning "sick-
person" who must not exist in their family, and residents themselves behaved as “BYOSYA” even
after they recovered. Residents and their families had understood that denying the existence of the
resident of Airakuen would protect their families. Therefore the name of dead residents of Airakuen
tend to be ignored in 7otome. And the families tried not to resister the family member of Airakuen
in their family registration to erase their existence as well as in 7otome.

The residents, on the other hand, wanted to resister their names in order to get a passport to go to
Japan or to receive pension money in later years. They considered family registration as an
instrument to survive in a separate life away from their family. Through this process the residents
stopped being “BYOSYA”. The residents of Airakuen stopped being “BYOSYA” by obtaining their
name in the family register. With their identity as a member of the family, however, the residents
achieve an instrument to stay away from their family. They completely disappear from their family,
and this can be said that they strengthened their status as “BYOSYA”.



