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A Treatise on Inquiry into the Mechanism and Its Process of Poverty

B Fuvodis
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Abstract

Poverty is probably the greatest problem that man has not yet succeed in overcoming.
Despite continuing assistance from United Nation governments and NGOs of developed
countries, poverty in developing countries, especially in South Asia and sub-Saharan
Africa, has increased in scale and in extent. Meanwhile, it is claimed that “poverty is a
situation which has been brought about artificially by man” (Jun Nishikawa, 2008). If
that is so, then it is our obligation to remove poverty from society.

Strategies of poverty eradication, which have been largely based on an economic
policy of economic growth and redistribution, have had little success up to the present. A
major factor of this failure is that the strategies employed so far have overlooked a
fundamental mechanism leading to poverty: the arbitrary or ambiguous application of
rules and laws in the political and economic sphere.

If “poverty is seen, actually and normatively, as the deprivation of some basic
capabilities” (Amartya Sen, 1992), it must be inquired how the basic capabilities of some
people reduced and they are deprived by the arbitrary or ambiguous application of rules
and laws. To satisfy at least basic capabilities, and therefore, to remove poverty
fundamentally, this arbitrariness or ambiguity must be eliminated or significantly
reduced. To do so, problems should be dealt with flexibly in line with their actual
contexts: moreover, decisions should be reached by every person not through
compromise but through inclusive and comprehensive discussions, so that every person
1s satisfied that the decisions are right, fair and desirable for one’s group and thus
legitimate. To this purpose, we must make a political order that guarantees in the
political sphere the rightness and fairness of various rules and laws so that all persons

concerned may determine by themselves what constitutes their own interests.
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