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A lot of research has been done on the topic of Hansen’s disease in Japan, but issues
concerning this disease in various other countries, and in particular countries under Japanese colonial
rule, have not been sufficiently examined.

Looking at both the history of Hansen’s disease policy and the life histories of individual
patients, in this thesis | document both the Hansen’s disease quarantine policy adopted in Korea and the
“resettlement village” approach implemented after liberation from Japanese rule.

Efforts to treat Hansen’s disease in Korea under Japanese rule began as charitable work
undertaken by foreign missionaries. Later the Government-General of Korea established Jikei hospital
on Sorokdo Island as a national quarantine facility and adopted a comprehensive system for the
management of Korean Hansen’s disease patients

After the war, amidst the domestic confusion of the formation of the Republic of Korea and a
military coup d’état, the number of Hansen’s disease patients fleeing Sorokdo increased rapidly, and in
1961, as the vagrancy of these patients came to be seen as a problem, the Korean government, working
with experts and NGOs, developed the “resettlement villages” initiative in an effort to provide them
with land, housing, and employment (pig and poultry farming) and to allow them to leave national
hospitals and live independently.

While these resettlement villages became communities that were economically independent of
quarantine facilities, however, they nevertheless retained the character of settlements totally isolated
from local communities and subject to discrimination.

Through interviews with the individuals in question, it has become clear that the positioning
of the experience of the liberation from Japanese Imperialism and of the Korean resettlement villages
initiative as an instance of a complete transition from isolation into local communities, or as

“independence”, can at best only be described as a partial assessment of these events.



