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On“treatment”: from a perspective of disability studies
based on interviews with the visually impaired who

underwent visual recovery surgery
IRTeL RO
Uemura Kaname

Aim: The introduction presents the aim of my research. This dissertation, based on
the experiences of the disabled people, investigates the process where people with
acquired disabilities choose to receive treatment or not by self-determination, when
they are presented a treatment with the possibility of recovery. By this investigation, I
make clear the process where their decision whether or not to receive the treatment
connects to their attitude expression toward the identity as a disabled person.

Chapter 1 reviews previous studies concerning the recovery from disability by
treatment. It is shown that the movement by disabled people has not had a clear
attitude toward the treatment of acquired disabilities by self-determination.

Interviewee and method: Chapter 2 describes the interview survey which I conducted
to the people who went blind due to SJS. The people who went blind due to SJS has
always been the object of advanced medical care, as is clear in the fact that the disease
has been the target illness of regenerative medicine by iPS cells in the "Highway
Program for Realization of Regenerative Medicine". The interview surveys were
conducted in a semi-structured way to the Japan SJS Foundation members.

Chapter 3 describes the analysis framework of the survey result. In this dissertation,
the interview surveys were conducted based on the relationship where an interviewer
and an interviewee have the same attributes which are directly related with the study
theme. The interview method where the interviewer has the same illness as the
interviewees is to be compared with the existing research methodology.

Result and study: Chapter 4 examines the characteristics of the Japan SJS
Foundation to which the interviewer and interviewees belong. The dJapan SJS
Foundation recognizes SJS to be a "disease" to be developed by pharmaceuticals, and
actively distributes the information on the advanced medical care concerning the cornea
reconstruction surgery, along with the information concerning the causes of
pathogenesis. Chapter 5 demonstrates the case where a woman who went blind in
adulthood was trained in the rehabilitation facilities for those who went blind in the
middle of their lives later had an OOKP transplant surgery, which was the first case in
Japan. In Chapter 6 I examine the case where a man who went blind in his childhood
worked for CIL, and had a COMET transplant surgery after 30 years of being blind.
Chapter 7 demonstrates the case where a woman who went blind in adulthood has
chosen not to have a surgery which is aimed at visual recovery, while she places
importance on the acts in which eyesight is essential to make herself presentable.

The last chapter, taking into consideration the survey in Chapter 4, totally examines
the three cases presented in Chapter 5 through Chapter 7. In conclusion, I make it clear
that the disabled people are placed between the extremes of the recovery by treatment
and the positive self-recognition as being disabled, and are always obliged to build their
identity in relation to the medical care.



