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Initiatives and Referendums and their Practices in Taiwan:
Focusing on the National Initiatives and Referendums

Shiow-Ching TSAY

Abstract

On November 24, 2018, 10 referendums were held in Taiwan, including the referendum for
same-sex marriage, LGBT education and abolition of nuclear power. From these
implementation experiences, expressions of the main text of referendum, regulation of prior
activities became problems. In addition, the proposal requirements, formation requirements
and adopting requirements have been relaxed by the 2017 law revision, the referendums
have been activated. On the other hand, unacceptable proposals that were rejected also have
stood out. The scope of referendums (meaning of referendum on law, initiatives on legislative
principles, initiative or referendum on important policies), examination standards are also the
problems to be solved.

In this paper, first, it is introduced about the discussions of the constitutionality of
referendum and the background of the Referendum Act before enactment of the Act.
Secondly, it is introduced about the outline of the Referendum Act, particularly, the national
initiative and referendum are mainly referred. Thirdly, it is taken an overview of the
referendum examples in the past, including examples before the legislation, after legislation
and amendment. Finally, it is examined about major issues including examination authority,
the scope and exemptions of referendums including constitutional compatibility issue of
referendum such as the referendum for same-sex marriage, examination standards and
expressions of the main text of referendum including the problems of rejecting referendum,
ensuring fair prior activities, treatment on adopting referendum, and it is presented the

future issues of the referendums.
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