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A Process of Co-working Implementation of Regional

Industrial Policy
Takao SAKAKURA

In this study, I discussed about the path from the policy knowledge to the policy
formation in the implementation process of regional industrial policy programs.
Creating innovation is the key concept for reinvigorating the regional economy that has
lost vitality because of the de-industrialization or the population ageing. The regional
innovation system attracts great deal of attention for many industrial countries. Also
the industrial cluster is one of the Regional Innovation Systems. The cluster policy is
the public promotion for developing such a regional economic system. I recognize
several distinct features in the way of implementation of the cluster policy. Especially,
it is an important point that the information on regional economy or industry is reflected
for the policy. So Japanese cluster policy programs are not drawn up by the national
government, and they had better be planned and implemented in collaboration among
the regional bureaus, local governments, business associations, and other regional
actors.

In the area of the research on policy learning, there are several themes like “who
learn? (subjects)” , “learn what? (targets)”. The path to the policy is also one of the
important themes. I supposed that implementation process is the path from the policy
knowledge to the policy formation.

For discussion of the path to the policy formation, I investigated two themes. The
first one is (A) the reason why the information on the regional economy and industries
are important for the implementation of policy programs. The second is (B) how the
regional information should be treated in the implementation process. I made following
three researches to approach them.

For theme (A), I made researchs from the viewpoints of 1) The industrial structure
in a region and ii) the economic actors’ network. I investigated I-O tables and surveyed
the case of building the firms’ network. As a result, the changing structure of regional
industry and firms group is made clear. And we observed the dynamic aspects for firms
to create the new alliances.

For theme (B), I made a research from the viewpoint of iii) key-person’s behavior. I
studied the two model cases of the policy implementation process, and found the common
role of key persons. They decided the network member, gathered information, selected
the way of its use for planning the policy programs.

All those researches suggested that the implementation of cluster policy require the
regional information, and the process of co-working implementation is the path to the

policy making.



